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CALENDAR

B-VARC Public Service Net —_ lMondays, g9 PM," 147.60/00 -MEy
Ft. Bend County RACES Net - Tuesdays, g P, 14€6.16/76 wng,
West Houston RACES Net -~ Sundays, 8 P, 146.07/67 IHz,

Next B~VARC -- Regular Membership Meeting -- June 11, 1981,
Transmitter Hunt —-- June 13, 1981,
Board of Directors Feeting —- June 25, 1981,
Field Day -- June 27-28, 1981,
ARRL West Gulf Division Convention —- July 24-2¢6, 1981,

Houston Com~Vention 81 -- Nctober 2-4, 1981,
ARRL National Convention 198% ._ Dates and places in Houston to be announced,

*%**%%*****%%**%%*********%***%***************%****%*******%%**%%**%***ﬁ*****

TEXAS VEP-F[ SOCIETY

We suspect that nct very many B-VARC members are familiar with the Texas
VHF-FM'Society, and so, believe it will be of interest to many to reproduce
a5 pages 2, 3, and 4 of this issue, a mailing just received from that orrani-
zation, The BULLETID pPresents this soley for your information and does not
necessarily recommend that You heed the sales piteh included therein, althourh

you may be advised that Ye Olde Zéiter is a wember of the Scciety!
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May 22, 1981

Dear Club Officer:

Most amateurs these days have operated in the VHF/URF-FM

spectrum at some time or another, whether it is through

the local club repeater or on some simplex frequency.

But do you know who and how this was all started? Do you
know where to go to get a repeater frequency coordinated?
In Texas, you go to the Texas VHF-FM Society.

The Society is a large group of VHF/UHF-FM enthusiasts

who got together during the infancy of the VHF-FM era, to
plan the best way to use the VHF spectrum. It was this
group and other similar groups across the acountry which
developed the band plans we are now using. The information
sheet attached will give more details on the Society and a
linking system being built called TIRS.

Enclosed you will find copies of the current issue of the
NEWS, the Society's quarterly published newsletter., The
NEWS provides technical information, comments from members
and directors, happenings from around the state concerning
new repeaters, and updates on old repeater systems., Every
July, a directory is printed which lists all of the coor-
dinated 10m, 6m, 2m, 220MHz, and 450MHz repeater frequencies
in the state.

Now why are we telling you all of this? We are trying to
inform the old members from the past, and new prospective
members that the Texas VHF-FM Society is "alive- and kickin'.

Members may note an increase in activity from around the
state. The links which were talked about for years, are
now becoming a reality. Just recently Corpus Christi was
added to the "system" this past winter and Houston is not
far behind.

So make your application now to support the Texas VHF-FM
Society and also to start receiving your copy of NEWS.
Remember the July issue includes the 1981 Texas Repeater
Directory and lots of technical articles.

¥ BD note -— A few copies will on hand at the June 11 meeting.
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What is the Texas VHF-FM Society ?

The Texas VHF—FM Society is a group of some 500 and
more amateurs in Texas who have special interest in the
design and operation of vhf and uhf repeaters. Springing
from a smail handful of devotees over 15 years ago, the
Society now counts as its members, the licensees and/or
technical leaders of neariy all the repeaters in Texas. As

The Society participates in al| rulesmaking activities initiated by the FCC where the fundamental interest of its
members are at stake, and was a major commentor in the early 1970's when Docket 18803 threatened to destroy
repeater operation entirely. in fact, the threat posed by that docket served as the rallying point for many previousiy
lukewarm members, and unified ioyalties in the fight for reasonableness in Washington. The Society draws much of

five directors are elected each year at the Summer convention to serve for staggered two-yearterms, and the directors
elect from their number the officers - President, Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer, Technical Coordinator,
Freguency Coordinator, and Editor. Three directors serve in at-large capacities and often chair major committees.

The Society maintains three important committees on a permanent basis ~ one for technical matters, one for
putlications, and one for frequency coordination. The publications committee, produces the quarterly Texas VHF—
FM Society NEWS which is mailed to all members. Dues are currently only $3.00 per year from August to August, not
prorated. Won't you and your buddy join us? We know we're having fun, and we think we're doing some good.
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T.L.R.S.
What is the Texas Intercity Relay System ?

The Texas Intercity Relay System (TIRS) is a network of UHF relay stations that will provide refiable
communication along a path generally situated on the Texas Gulf Coast, along a string of backbone cities farther
inland, and terminating in the largest Texas cities where disaster relief and coordination usually originates. The
purpose of the system is to provide highly reliable communication during and after weather disasters when the
telephone system is likely to be inoperative and other radio services are either fully loaded or ineffective because ot
weather-related propagation disturbances.

The system will be designed, installed, maintained and operated by amateurs who are members of the Texas VHF-

FM Society. Installation and maintenance will normally be performed by interested amateurs or clubs in towns
and cities close to each station location. When severe weather threatens, the network will be established, under
amateur control, for the exclusive use of Civil Defense or other public officials involvedin requesting, arranging, or
providing needed relief to a stricken area. Because the system will operate in the low end of the 450-MHz amateur
band and will employ directional antennas, it will not be a system of linked repeaters so much as it will be a network
of chained auxiliary link stations.

The two ends of any established path will be configured 50 that, depending on need, communication can be provided
to the disaster relief officials via telephone, a direct radio Jink, or through a local 2-meter repeater. Voice and AFSK
teletype signaling will be used at various times depending on the mission to be accomplished. One common situation
would involve terminating the network in a local ( or portable temporary } repeater at the end where the emergency
exists, and in a local phone patch at the end where relief activities are being coordinated.

The system will be activated on a regular basis for drills to establish system integrity, to pass traffic between the
many volunteers involved in keeping the system operating, and to coordinate official activities of the Texas VHF-
FM Society. The system will be activated at times, to provide the meanstointerconnect two distantlocal repeaters
for nonspecific recreational use, to test or demonstrate the system's capacity.

Local clubs or groups of individuals will normally provide the antennas and rf equipment required. The Society will
provide proven designs and circuit boards at cost, and might (depending on the state of the treasury) providesome
or all of the integrated circuits required for the control equipment. Ownership ofthe epuipment will remain withthe
group sponsoring its installation and maintenance, although at some remote sites it may be necessary for the
Society to purchase the station equipment.

Our next step, as Society members, is to get on with the installation and testing of more stations in the network.
Please help. If you are involved in the construction of your town’s station, good! 1fyou aren'tinvolved and don't
want to help solder, then start talking about TIRS. The more Texas hams thatknow about TIRS, the quicker it will be
an operational reality. If you would like to donate equipment to the TIRS system, contact the Technical
Coordinator or if you wish to donate money, send it to the Secretary-Treasurer and mark it for TIRS FUND.
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SHe BOITIFTT L ixDS S RApronesg

Ye 0lde FEditor has developed some time problems which may continue indefi—
nately, and needs some help to improve toverage of material in the BUILZTIYE
that is and will be of interest to Club members, That help can be provided by

1. One reporter o needle and arm-twist officers and committee chairmen far
their contributions, and when necessary, to prepare or conderse such raterial
for publication,

2. Cne reporter to beruse publications and newsietters of cther ham clubg,
and condense for publication in the BULLETIN any items of interest 1o E-VARC,

3. ™e reporter to gather special feature information, such as, licerse

upgrades, new calls, changes in leeal repeaters, itemg for the Interesting
Payper Shelf, ete,

The pay is g£00d == the approbation of Club members, and the sutsy feeling
of pride ir helping with cne of the Club's mogt valuable z2gsetg!

Ye Olde Pditor wili be pleased to receive applications from 211 who might
like to join the SULYETIN team, ‘

c_...._——._——.--..——.—-.q---._.—.-——-—.-u_-—o-—-...—-qc—-.——q.._—--._-——

FROM DAVID WBREYV

STU wme
I WOULD REATTY APPRECIATE IT TF YOU courp purm THIS IN THE NEXT B=-VARC
KEWSLETTER, IF YOU HAVE SPACE, PLEASE LEAVE IT IN romr THE NEXT TWo rR TZRER
BDITICNS, T RPALIY Doty EXFiCT 70 spm THIS RIG AGATI. BUT AT IE4ST T capt
TRY., THERE IS NG HOPE FCR v STEREC AND CANERA TRIPCD BUT THIS H.T. IS
UFIQUE ERoUGH TC LGCK FOR, 71 LISTED AS wany MODIFICAPIONS pg I Couzn REw
BER, HOPEFUTLY, 1T WILL B7 07 NG USE T0 TR oNg WHC TCOK IT AND IT wI .
IN A FILA FARZET CR PAWN SHrp, THIS weprp REQUIRE 4 MAJOR SEARCH; JUST IF
SOKECNE HAPFRNS TO SEE IT HE wIlj, LET ME KNow, T WILT HAVDLE TPy DETAT

THANKS & 73,
/s/ DAVID J. ¥is7umsyT WB3RYV

2D Lote - His notice is reproduced on page 6,
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A THICKLE CHARGER TC TICKLE YOUR FANCY --- NO SHOCKS By Larry Levy WD5DRB

Not a year goes by without some magazine publishing a design for a trickle
charger, Now BVARC Bullstin can lead the pack, I bullt a charger from
the following schematic (Translationi If I can, ANYOKE can), It calls for few
parts, most found In even only a good junk box,

Clrcuity A fullwave center-tap rectifier design is the basic circuit.

A SPST switch is used to select between a full charge {about 1 amp) or trickle
charge (50 mA), An IED 1s used to indicate that the battery is being charged.
Cperationt Connect pos (+) and neg (-) output leads from charger to auto-

mobile battery termlnals, Plug in AC cord and let'r smocke,

PARTS LIST

D1, D2-- 3 A, 50-V dlode Rl ---22 ohm-2W resistor
F1 --- 2 A fuse and holder A2 ---15 chm-2W resistor
1ED]1 ---3ed 1lizht 1ED R3 ---1 ohm-10 watt resistor
S1 ~--- SEST switch R4 ~--47 ohm %+ W resitor

Tl---25 V 2 A CT transformer
¥ISC:y 3Box, lirnecord, output leads, grommets, mounting hardware,

FIVIRY SAFZ CCNSTRUCTION FRACTICES IN ARRL HANDBCOCK---remember the title

TRICKLE HC Shocks,
N.C.

FATISTN RILAOTROEIC SUPPLY %
1508 McKinney Houston TX 77010 Fone 658-0268 3
)
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MINUTES OF TLAST MEMBERSHIP MEETING

The following minutes of the kMay, 1981 regular membership meeting were
submitted by the Club Secretary:

The meeting was brought to order by Club President Richard Shankle NSKV
with a standing roll call, Minutes of the April meeting were approved as
published in the May, 1981 B-VARC BULLETIN., Club Treasurer Steve Gottlieb
WASQEN gave the Treasurer's Report which showed a balance of cash in the
bank of 35%0.71, and the report was accepted,

In the absence of Committee Chairman Henry Freedenberg NSHF, Steve WASOEN
gave a status repert on Field Day planning. He started the circularization
of a 1ist to identify probable participants and equipment that will be on har

Bob Spradling W5UBD announced that IRS has finally designated the Club
as a tax-exempt organization. This weans that any donations te the Club of
money or eguipment qualify as deductions on federal income tax returns of the
donors,

Wade Eilers WHNS5TEN announced that, instead of the usual July regular mem-
bership meeting, there will be a picnic on Saturday, July 11 at 1070 Corpor-
ate Drive. He will chair the arrangements committee, and Larry Charson N5BYJ
volunteered to assist him..

Following Wade's introduction of the request of a daughter of one of the
Club's members for sponsorship by the Club in the upcowing finals of the Texas
Miss Teenage Pageant, a motion was made to so do. There followed consider-
able discussion of the precs and cons of such action by the Club, and motion
did not pass.

Bob WS5UBD made a motion that the Club donate $100. of financial partiici-
pation in staging Houston Com~Vention 1981, After considerable discussion,
this motion was passed.

David Kaszubski WB3FYV reported that ne had lost a piece of ham gear in a
burglary of his apartment. He was invited to submit an appropriate notice for
publication in the B-VARC BULLETIN,

The business porticn of the meeting was then adjourned and Dick Bigelow
WD5CTQ gave an interesting, informative, and illustrated talk on OSCAR oper-
ating and a look at what's coming in the AMSAT program,

~ Phil Steinbach WBS5SUR, Secretary

T — ks T ot . W T, S oy S —— i — Sl O P —— . — Tt A iy i g S S e D S R D VS MR N G L B Ayt B e S A ) S S iy S S S —

Let's not forget —- -
That B-VARC gets $1.50 if you renew your ARRT member=

ship through the Club; also for any new wmembership handled through the Club,
Call our Treasurer, Steve Gottlieb WASCEN, for details if you're not already
familiar with them,

R e S S S A S e D e . T ——— T — - Tt T T T e T il it g T S —————— —— -
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NEW MEMBERS

Y'2ll welcome the following new members

of the Club. Two of them jocined at the

April transmitter hunt, and the other two \
came aboard at the May membership meeting. 5£fr
They, together with others who've joined us 2
this year, have a red and blue border on NEW
their name badges, Introduce yourself and MEMBERS
make'em glad to be with us!

7t \

WBEAPS Russ Heimerson 988-9659
8701 So, Braeswood, #1773  Houston 77031
W5TMH Russ Seto 373-06%7 789-63%10
14610 Dale Hollow lane Cypress 77429
KB5TC Jim Aman 447-9542 680-9098
P. 0., Box 38596 Houston 77088
WB5Z0X Neal Irvin 491-0195
16707 Ribbon Ridge Sugar Tand 77478

We suggest you cut out the above list of new members and add it to
Page 6B of your Roster.

And while you're on Page 6B, chance Greg Fifield's address to 2022 No.
Lobdell, Baton Rouge LA TO806,

s S e e S T — T —— T ————— ———— T — T — oy —— —— — . ——— ) W S N . M M g S N el e S T

NET CONTROL CPERATOR SCHEDULE, JUNE - JULY, 1981

6/1 WASOEN /15 WSUBD 6/29 WD5CTQ  7/13 WASOEN  7/27 WSUBD.
€/8 WBSSUR  6/22 6/22 NSHF  7/6 WDSHEH  7/20 WBSSUR

S S . kW S ——— —— —— — . P T i S —— . L S S e prw S i . R —— A S oo S e S SwE S

area 2-METER REPEATER UPDATE Add: 144.65 in 145,25 out Pasadena
144,87 145,47 Houston
Delete: 144,75 145,35 Houston NW
-~ 144,87 145,47 Dickinson

147.225 147 .825 Houston

——— i ————— T — A A Ak St ey W . S} e} M G SN R S SR EER EE T E e R e SR S ek g NS R W MR Y v EEE S R S e e S S P S S
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JUNE MEMBERSHIP MEETING

At the wembership meeting on June 11 there will be. shown a video tape doc.:--
mentery that just mlgnt arcuse more interest in civil defense and encourace
more participation by Club menmbers in Greater Houston and the surroundine
arszs, It will be put on by Bob Spradling WSURD, and here's whzt he seyé 2t -t
-‘.AL' R - . - - - x o - -

Mour government is convinced thst no one will survive a2 nuclear war
ithat that threat alone will deter such a2ction, This is why we have no or:
ized in depth civil defense plan,

The Russians, however, believe otherwise, and have developed their prf-
cram to a hish state of readlnpss wherein every individual citigen is deeply
and perscnaily involved, They feel that an intact citizenry and economy ars
necessary to win a nuclear war.

If you want to get a chilled spine, attend the June meeting of B-VARC
end see tne 35-minute video tape entitled not only "Soviet Civil Defernse and
U. S. Securiiy" but alsc "America Held Hostage", with facts and figures
decurmented

Ed, liots - If you don't happen to want a "chilled spine", as Bob puts it,
you'd better come anyway and learn something that not more
than a figurative handful of people in this country are awsre
of. It wiil be z sobering experience!

HRXREH K HRE XK
In edditior, there doubiless will be more concerning Field Day plans at

this meeting,

Also, there will Dbe tickets for our July 11 picnic which will take the pl=ce
of our July membership meeting. .

FRCM THE PRESIDENT

If you received this newsletter, then you are a member of Brazos Valley
Amateur Radio Club, TLook at what B-VARC has to offer:

- A well-rounded radio club, not just a special interest club
the best newsletier published in Houston by a ham club

Short, efficient business meetings with an interesting topic
that follows

Family activities as well as ham related activities

One of the most active club nets in Houston

- A sister club that we can share ideas with
Where else can you get 211 of this and wuch more for only 85 a vear? Do a
fellow ham a favor ard put him orn to this gold mine, See you at the meetine,

73, Richard NSKVY
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VP QS0
JUNE/JULY 1981

The magic number is 100. Our membership now is at 80, and the question now is
how to get the other twenty. Eighty members! Do you realize that if every
member who 1ived in the Houston area showed up at every meeting we'd have to
be looking for a Targer hall? And what about those of us who do show up
regularly--the 30 or 40 who are there at every meeting? Somewhere out there,
there are 40 or 50 of you who don't come to meetings. Discounting the ten or
so who live all over this grand USA, then there are between 30 and 40 of you
who don't show. Why? If there is something about the Club that keeps you
away--let me know. Call or write at the address below and BITCH!

Anyway, the way to 100 is activities! Let's get some new people into the act.
Loocking through the roster, I see lots of names that I never hear or see except
at a Club meeting. C'mon gang, participate. Head a committee, start a project--
GO FOR IT! If we're really the most active Club in South Texas as we're led to
belTieve, then let's make it the most active in Texas--the USA? The magic number
s 100. With 3000 hams in Houston and surrounding area, we'll have 3%, 150 is

5% and 300 is 10%. CANDO? Only with everyone's help, participation and hard
work.

J:Tt::DC'CLAE:;“—*-~\H&\‘\
73, Dick WD5CTQ .

% Sperry-Sun, Inc.
P. Q. Box 69
Sugar Land, TX 77478
Phone: 490-1161

Fore Associate Editors -- Dick Bigelow WD5CTQ, Richard Shankle N5KV, and
Phil Steinbach WB5SUR

r
iEQEQEEFORTHE Life is very simple! It merely consists of learning

~——=DAY
_—= how to accept the impossible, how to dc without the
indispensable, how to endure the insupportable.

~ ¥athleen Yerris
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