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About the Brazos Vailey Amateur Radio Club . . .

Organtzed in 1977, the club has been growing steadily. it is a gathering place for HAM radic operators in
Fort Bend and Southwest Harris Counties, and surrounding communities. Nt is a geperal-purpase type of HAM
club effering a variety of activities apen to all interested persons. Membership is open, not only to licensed
HAM operators, but alse to anyane interested in the hobby. In addition o regularly-scheduled membership
meetings, the club each year conducts ciasses leading to amateur radio Ticenses, and sach manth spensers a
volunteer-examiner team which offerc examinations in alt Tevels of HAM licenses.

Far infarmation about the club and any of its activities, please call Stu Lamkin, WB3IGG, (713} 777-3345.

VYolume: 12 Issue: 1 January 1989

ADDRESS CORRECTIGN REQUESTED

From: Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
P.0.Box 1630
Missourt City, TX 77459
Telephone: (713} 777-33245

B-YARC Meeting Schedule

Thureday, Jdanuary 5 Board Meeting
730 pm Missouri City Fire Station

Thursday, January 12 Annual Banquet
7:30 pm Regal Ranch (Stafford)

Thursday, February 2 Board Meeting

730 prn Missaourt City Fire Station Stu Lamkin WB5IGG
7401 Hellig

Thursday, February 9  General Meeting Houston,Tx 77074

T:30 pn Mizsouri City Fire Station
Informal dinner befr e meeting at
Hitching Rail BEQ (formerly Vaso's)




NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

by. Irv, KBSEXM

BISSOTWQ, etc

Nobody has triumphantly claimed to know what bisso~-
two and its bretheren mean, and | suspect no one
reatly cares; however, printed elsewhere in this
Newsletter is a copy of the page from Melernations!
Coge of Signals qiving the Standard International
Phonetics for the digits.

BrEsOTwe is to 2 as SRAVis to 8.

i first saw the chart of phonetics for the digits in the

radio room of a Chinese passenger ship sailing the

Yangtse River from Chongging to Wuhon. In the several

ensuing years, I've found it only twice: On the Cumard
Princess cruise ship, where the radio officer showed

me the aforementioned lnfernatioms! Cade or Signals,
and later in the same book on an ccean-going offshore

drilling rig.

Now perhaps you can help me: Who knows exactly
where this comes from? | suppose the {TU has
something to do with it. For that matter, who decided
that BRA4VY and not BLFFALD would stand for 57

NEXT MONTH'S QUIZ

The last quiz generated such interest that well try
another,

How is CW. transmitted between Chmese-speakmg
operators?

WEATHER SPOTTER'S GUIDEBOOK

Beginning this month we will start reprinting Version
1.3 of this excellent manual, written by B-VARC
mernber Allen Mattis (NSAFV). Two pages (or more)
will be published each month. Save these, and by the
time the severe-weather season arnives, you will
have the complete manual.

Al was somewhat reluctant to have it broken up in this
manner, but his chapters conveniently are aboul a page
fong, so we can do it without losing much continuity

HEATHKIT H.T. UPDATE

My dual-bander continues to give good service, and |
understand that Lee (KASWJB) likes his, too. The new
Heath calalog shows receive capabililies from
130-170, 360-400 and 418-470 mHz. Heath is
sending me the info for the keyboard commands to
invoke these expanded ranges.

It also may be modified for CAP, etc., transmission.
Heath says proof of authorization to operate out of the
ham bands must be furnished before they will provide
modification info, but | suspect the knowledge wnll
become widespread soon.

Heath for some reason has discontinued the handy
metal window bracket, but they stiil have some in
stock (P/N HWA-170, $7.95). | recommend that this
be obtained, along with the speaker mike, if you plan
mobile use.

TEXAS COUNTY MAPS UPDATE

Several months ago | suggested buying the $20 book of
maps from the state highway department. | hope you
didnt, because now a much better book is available.

Instead, you should buy 7he Aoads of Texas, by
Shearer Publishing ($12.95). It is the size of a
standard road atlas, and has the county maps (with all
roads, cattlequards, railroads, elc.) on the same 3.5
miles/inch scale as in Counly fHaps of Texas.

The main improvement is that the writing is large
enough to read without a magnifying glass. Alse, the
maps are color-coded, which helps readability.

Each double page is one segment of a 78-unit grid
covering Texas. Driving east-to-west, you merely flip
the page every 72 miles to find the continuation of
your journey. OGoing in a north-south direction, you
have to turn Lo a new page every S50 miles, bui that is
much better than the maddening search for the new
county (and where you are in it) as you cross every
county line when using the unwieldy official map book.

A serious back-roader will want both books, to get the
many detailed auxitiary sheets (with city maps
showing the name of every streel) accompanying most
counties’ maps.

73, Irv (KBSEXM)



V_.E. SESSIONS IN JANUARY
by : Stu Lamkin, WBIIGG

Following are Radioc Amateur license exam
sessions scheduled to be held in this area in
January 1989. The listing information is as
follows :

A. Sponsored by
B. Date & Site location
C. For details, contact

1) A. Brazes VYalley ARC
B. Jaznuary 10 in Housten, TX
C. StulLamkin, WBSIGG, 713-777-3345

2) A. Golden Triangle Exam. Committee
B. January 7 in Beaumont, TX
C. Sid Phillips, 409-886-2732

3) A. Sam Houston AR Klub
B. January 14 in Cleveland, TX
C. Sam Neal, NSAF, 713-222-3274

NET DIRECTORIES

Sunday ¥est Houston RACES
8.00pm. 14606 (-06)

Monday Fort Bend ARES
8:00pm. 14730 (+06)

Monday B-VARC Public Service
$:00pm. 14547 (-06)

Tuesday 10X Houston SHOT
8:00pm. 28488

Tuesday AMSAT

10:00pm. 14545 (-06)

Wednesday B-VARC 73m Ragchew
8§:30pm. 3960

Wednesday CW Net (25 to 13 wpm)
8:30pm. 14732 (+04)

Saturday  CW Net (25 to 13 wpm)
8:30pm. 147.32 (+0.6)

FUTURE B-VARC EVENTS

Janwary S Board Meeting
January 12  Banquet: AKega/Ranch
February 2  Board Meeting
February 9  General Meeting
Lari Valencic {Dietitian), Dty Tps
March 9 General Meeting *
Hub Ratliff (NSMXC), 4P Radio Use

MEMO FROM RAY DILLARD

Once again | want to thank everyone and the
clubs that helped out in the MS-150 in 1988.
The 1989 tour will be about the same size.(if
not bigger) and we will need all the help we can
get. The date is April 8 and 9 so mark your
calendar.

South Texas hams provided communications
using YHF and UHF repeaters and 2 meter
packet for 3,080 cyclists in this year's
MS5-150 Mega Bike tour from Houston to
Austin, Thanks ta the repeater trustees and the
Societies that keep them on the air:

Katy Amateur Radic Society 147.2, Columbus
Amateur Radic Club 147.14, Fayetteviile
County Office of Emergency Management
146.8, Austin Repeater Group 147.06, and
WJ3B for bringing out his 440 Portable
repeater with two 2 meter tinks all duplexed
inte one antenna.

Radio clubs: Brazos Valley ARC, Katy ARS,
Ham and Egg ARS, Houston Eche ARS and
Northwest 285,

Volunteers: WSNKOQ,WSWVX WBSSRN WNSTEN,
AASED, W ASF,WKSM,WJUSB,WNSA WTSU,
KF5ZL KGSCB KASZTX KB AEJ KBSART,
KBSBAY KBSDNT KBSEYP KBSEXM XBSEYK,
NSAPY NSBHQ ,NSECP NSGZW NSLRB ,NSLXE,
NSMBN, and NSMFD.

And a special thanks 1o David Hammer for work
on the MERA repeater.

RAY DILLARD
ARS. WASF

Special thanks to Bill Walker
Royalton District Manager of
Warner Cable, for donating
the use of their copier and
supplies for printing the
newsletter,
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SHESSLIL. TS A TiES TR . A ETE B eyl m

by: Harold Farker, NDIF

BE-VARC again sponsored and administered the ARRL s Amateuwr Radio
Examinations that were held on Tuessday evening, December 1%, 1788
at Strake Jesuit in Houston.

The V.E. Team and Azsistants:

Jim Heil, FRIAWM
Bob Eiekert, FASGELX
Ray Dillard, WASF
Stu b.amkin, WESIGE
Harold Farker, NDIF

A total of fifty—+ive (35) exams were administered during the
evening to twenty—-ssven (27) applicants. OFf those, four (4) are
new Movice's and twelve (12) upgraded their license with a total
of thirty-two (32) elements passed. The overall "pass rate" for
the evening was fifty—-eight (E8%U) percent.

Congratulations o all the following who apgraded and passed
exams:

Carl Albrecht, EHASCOLG —~ Exstrea

Donald Brown —~ Technician

Julius Danzinger — Elemsnt 1A
Susan Edwards - Technician

Curt Furtadeo, EREBCL - General
Sandra Hawley, KESHSG - Element 3R
Narman Haleon — beneral

Wally Figlkowski - Movice

Brenda Kosa, FESHXG - Technician
John Lambuth - General

Beverly Lipke — Elsment A

Don Lipke — Novice

George Modisette, NIMER - Advanced
Lori Modisette, EREHVI — Technician
Michele Monasco — Novige

Fonald Monasco ~ Novice

Delbert Oshme, WSEOHE -~ Extra

Fick Rule — Tschnician

Bob Schaer, NIEDIE - Extra

Many thanks to all the Team Members and Assistants for their time
and efforts  that have made B-YARC s exam program a great success
during 1988.

ALl of us at BE-VARC again thank Vincernt, WAEETE, and everyone at
Strake Jesuilt for making these excellent classroom tacilitiesg
available to us for our exam program duwring 1988.

v

MEFRRY CHRISTMAS AND HAFFY MEW YEAR !
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FCC-ISSUED CALL SIGN UPDATE

The [oliowing is a list of amateur call signs is-
sued by the FCC as of November 1.

Group & Group B Group C Group B
District Extra Advanced TJech/Gen MNovice

o WOOG KEGYU NOJWH KBODIZ
1 NU1A KC1MC N1GBL KA180)
2 w20 KE2JT NZIRI KB2GMI
3 NS3M KD3KB N3GPQ KA3TSA
4 AB4LE Lo EN T} N4UEP KCAHFS
5 AASIM KGEOT NSNJO KBSHON
& AASLG KJEOB NETOU KCH6AKH
7 WUTF KF7PB N7LVL KB7FZE
8 Wh8D KEBUU NBKBA KBaFPP
9 WESC KESNG NGHXL ¥B9BOB
Guam KH2K AH2CC KH2DM WH2ALT
Hawaii bl AMBJG NHERS WHBCAK
Alasks - ALTKL NL7PB WL7BSK
Virgin s NP2E KP2ZBN NP2CR WF2AGE
Puerto Rico ™" KP4PU WP4RX WP4IFK

** indicates that all 2 X 1 call signs have been ass:gned in those
areas.

Selected Items from ...

The ARRL Letter

225 Main Street
Newington, Connecticut 06111

ARRL DiVISION DIRECTOR ELECTION
RESULTS .

Voles were counted for ARRL Division Direc-
tors and Vice Dircctors at Headquarters on
November 21, 1988 under the watchful eye of a
Pricc Waterhouse auditor. Newly elected repre-
sentatives and those who were unopposed will
tuke office January 1, 1989, and will serve two-year
terms. Here are your newly elected repre-
seatatives, and the vote counts for each candidate:

West Guif Division, for Director:
Jim D. Haynic, WBSIBP, 2768
Thomas W. Comstock, N5TC, 1802

Jim begins his second term as Director. He was
first licensed in 1971, and has served as President
and Vice-President of the Dallas Amateur Radio
Club and is Assistant Dallas County RACES of-
ticer. Jim has participated extensively in disaster
communications, including Hurricane Alicia and
the Mexican and Guatemalan earthquakes. Jim is
Chairman of the ARRL Publications Committee.

West Gulf Division, For Vice Director:
Sam C. Sitton, KV5X, (unopposed)

A new Vice Director, Sam was [irst licensed as
WNSOAP in 1964 at age 14. His call was changed
to KV5Xin 1982, A [ormer Assistant Director, he
currently holds ficld appainiments as Section Trat-
fic Manager, Net Manager and Official Relay Sta-
tion. His primary interest has beén in the National
Tralfic Systemn. Sam is an attorney with a JD de-

gree from the Universily of Houwston, and lives in
Edmond. Oklahoma,

OBSCENE LANGUAGE CONVICTION

Gary Ray Roach, of Porter, Texas, was recently
convicted of transmitting obscene, indecent, and
profane language by radio. Though Roach doesn't
hold an Amateur Radio license, his transmissions
took piace in the 2-meter band.

Roach was convicted of a felony count and sen-
tenced to three years of supervised probation and
a $1000 fine. In addition, Roach was restricted
from purchasing or using any radio capable of
operation on a frequency for which he does not
have un FCC-issued license. The investigation was
conducied by the FCC Houston Field office, in
cooperation with the US Attorney’s Office.

ARRL MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS AS OF
OCTOBER

The [ollowing arc the membership statistics as
of the end of October 1988, The total includes all
Full and Associate members.

1988 1987

Atlantic 15,559 14,888
Central 11,896 11,391
Dakota 3,244 3,079
Delta 6,061 5,682
Great Lakes 13,203 12,540
Hudson 9,804 9,506
Midwest 7.015 6,756
New England 11,126 10,563
Northwestern 8,672 7,881
Pacific 9,926 9,416
" Roanoke 9,929 9215
Racky Mountain 4,461 4,236
Southeastern 14.518 13,732
Southwestern 13,864 13,228
West Gulf 10,310 9951
Foreign 5,699 5710
Grand . Total 155,287 147,774

The ARRL Letter November 18,1988 3
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excerpted from:  INTERNATIONAL CODE OF SIGNALS, 1969

Radiotelephone procedures

Reception of safety messages .

Any message which you hear prefixed by ane of the foIIOwing words concerns SAFETY

MAYDAY  Indicates that a ship, aircraft or mher vehicle is mreatened bv grave and imminent danger and requests
© (Distress) wnmediate assistance. R ]
PaAN Indicates that the calling station has a very urgent message to transmit concesning the safety of a
—~tUrgency) ship, aicialt or other vehicle, or me safew of a person.~
CSECURITE.. | Indicates that the statian 1S about 10 traﬂsn‘rit- a messag&coneemmg—iha‘safew of nauigation or giving
{Safety) _ - important metearological warmngs

H vou hear these woras pay particular attenhion (© Ne messadge ang

call the master or the officer on walch.

Table 1

Phonetic Alphabat and Figure Spelling Tables

_{May be used when uansmmmg plain language of Codey—

Nota: The syllables to be emphaéized are undertined. .

" Figure or mark

Pronounced as Letrter Word Pronounced as
A Alfa -~ ALFAH .. N Navember NO VEM BER
B Bravo BRAH VOH ] Oscar 0SS CAH
_C. Chame -  CHAR LEE or P Papa - - -- —- PAH PAH -
o eaiies - SHAR LEE .. -- Q.  Quebec KEH BECK
o7 Defta T DELL TAH “T 7 - R - Romeo ROW ME OH
E Echo ECK OH ) Sierra SEE AIR RARH
F Foxtrot FOKS TROT T Tango TANG GO
G Golf GOLF U Uniform YOU NEE FORM or
H Hotet HOHTELL 00 NEE FOARM
t India iN DEE AH -V Victor VIK TAH
J Juliett EVW LEE ETT wW Whiskey 1SS KEY
K Kila KEY LOH X X-cray | ECKS RAY
L Lima LEE MAH Y Yankee™ - YANG KEY
- M - Mike . _Tll_ .. MIKE Z 200 LOO

Zulu

Figure or mark

to be transmitted Word - - -_Proncunced as - to be transmitted  Word Pranounced as

0 NADAZERO NAH-DAH-ZAY-RCH g ) SOXISIX SOK-SEE-SIX

b UNAQONE O0-NAH-WUN SETTESEVEN SAY-TAY-SEVEN

2 BISSOTWO BEES-S0H-TOO 8 OKTQEIGHT OK-TOH-AIT

3 TERRATHREE TAY-RAH-TREE 9 NOVENINE  NO-VAY-NINER

4 KARTEFOUR  KAR-TAY-FOWER Decimal

5 PANTAFIVE PAN-TAH-FIVE paint DECIMAL DAY-SEE-MAL
e Cene o TIN T Full si0p STOP STOP

- Note: Each syllable shoﬁla-be equally emphasized.

Examples of distress procedure
Where possible, transmit Alarm Signal followed by spoken words Mayday Mavyday Mayday. This is .

(name of ship spoken three times, or call sign of ship spelt three times using Table 1) Mayday . (name
or call sign of ship) Position 54 25 Nonh 016 33 West | am on fire and require immediate assistance.

2. Where possible, transmit Alarm Signal {ollowed by spoken words Mayday Mayday Mayday . .. {(name of
ship spoken three times, or call sign of ship spelt three times ysing Table 1) Mayday . . {name or call sign
of ship) Interco Alfa Nadazero Unaone Pantafive Ushant Romeo Kanefour Nadazero Delta x ray. " (Ship}
in Distress Positton 015 Oegrees Ushant 40 miles | am sinking.”

3. ‘Where possible, transmit Alarm Signal followed by spoken words Mayday Mayday Mayday . . . {name of

ship spoken three times, or call sign of ship speit three times using Table 1) Mayday .. . (name or call sign

" - of ship) interco Lima Pamtafive Kartefour Bissotwo Pantafive November Golf Nadazero Unacne Saxisix

* Terrathrea Terrathree Whiskey Charlie Bravo Soxisix.

{Ship) in Distress Position Latitude 54 25 Noah
Longitude 016 33 West | require immediate assistance | am on fire.” °
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THIS SPACE IS RESERYED FOR ARTICLES OF INTEREST TOQ YQU.
IT COULD BE SU3JECTS ON THE FOLLOWING:

Equipment Reviews

Questions to Ask Our Readers
Equipment for Sale

Personal experiences with Ham Radio
Radio-tunes (funny pictures)

ttc.

Etc.

Etc.

SO GET THOSE FINGERS TYPING ON THAT ARTICLE TO SEND TO
THE B-VARC NEWS LETTER.



HURRICAKE BILBERT REVISITED
by Al Mattis N3AFY

Much has been writen within the last several meonths
about the role of amateur operators in providing
assistance during Hurricane Gilbert, [ an geing to
write about a nuaber of amateur operators who did not
provide assistance at that time, [t wasn’t that
these operators didn’t want to help., They even
volunteered on local nets to assist if needed, But,
nany of these volunteers found their offers of
assistance politely declined.

The probles was that these asateur opsrators were not
affiliated with their local ARES or RACES groups.

The ARES and RACES groups participate in nets and
training drills year round. When an emergency
situation develops, these eamergency groups are ready
to respond with a trained group of operators. It is
too late to train nem members when a hurriczne enters
the Gulf. "For that reasan, offers of assistance froa
many radio amateurs not affiliated with ARES or RACES
were declined,

Many of these radio asateurs felt anger or
disappointaent when their offers of assistance were
declined. | can understard their feelings from
personal experience, I once volunteered to assist
after a flood struck Tulsa, Oklahoea, in 1978, I had
only been a licensed amateur for a few months, and
because 1 had not been active in the lecal RACES
group, sy offer was declined, | joined the local
RACES group the next eonth.

I encourage any meobers of B-VARC who are not active
in ARES or RACES to become affiliated with these
groups. Next time owr community is faced by a
disaster, don't feel like you are on the outside
looking in. Make a New Year’s resolution to hecpae
invelved in these groups. Both Fort Bend and Harris
Counties have active ARES/RACES programs, and many
B-VARC mesbers participate in thes,

ANNUAL BANQUET

This vear's banguet will be held at Regal Ranch on
Thursday, January 12th. IL is on South Main, aboul
a mile west of Murphy Road (see map). If coming
down the Soulhwest Freeway, it is best to exit al
Airport Exit and then lurn left on Kirkwood (2nd
underpass). Turn left into the east-bound lane after
crossing the RR tracks; Regal Ranch will be on your
right in 1/2 mlie, )

We will have a “Go-Western™ theme, but you donl
have lo dress up to come. We will have chicken and
beef fajitas to eal. There will be unlimited cokes,
coffee, beer and wine. The charge is $12 per
person, ang reservations may be made Lhrough me.

73, Suzanne King (KBSBAY)

N e
Frmp TN
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NEWSLETTER NOTES

C.W. ARTICLE CREDIT ADDITION

Last month we reprinted an article from the /4 7imes
and gave credit to Jack (WNSA) for sending it in.
Thanks are due also to Clint Gilliland (NSFNA) for
finding it in the first place and sending it to Jack for
our possible use.

NEWSLETTER MATERIAL WANTED

Roland and | always can use more news items. (How
about some eguipment reviews!) We prefer
camera-ready, but can readily use ASCIi files on 35"
or 9.25" diskettes, or we will transcribe your input
from hand-written copy.

Please send material directly to either of us at the
addresses given below. You also can use the B-VARC
box number, but this actually slows down delivery
somewhat. Deadline is the third Thursday.

Irv Smith, KBSEXM
3915 Point Clear Dr.
Missouri City, TX 77459

Roland ‘Torres, KBSEGH
15519 Rio Plaza br.
Houston, TX 77083
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My experience in weather spotting began in 1975, when I moved to
Tulsa, Oklahoma, [ was fortunate to be able to participate in the
weather spotter program of the Tulsa Repeater Organization. Most of
what I have learned about weather net operations comes from
participating in weather nets, and from seminars taught by Mr. Tom
Shaw, KSOVT. My meteorological knowledge of severe ztorms comeg from
attending spotter training preograms taught by Mr. Ben Barker of the
National Weather Service office in Tulsa,

After moving to Heustoen, in 1985, I became active in a number of
Houston area radie organizations. I subsequently met Mr, Ron Bolyard,
KASGYG, who urged me to share my knowledge of weather spotting with
the members of Fort Bend County Emergency Management. In August,
1987, I made an oral presentation to that group, and planned to
eventually turn my notes from that presentation intc a more formal
written guidebock. Mr, Ed Harwell, W5S5WVX, rekindled my interest in
that project, During preparation of this guidebook, Mr. Harlan G. Low
gave generously of his time to read early versions of the manuscript,
and to make many useful suggesticns.
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INTRODUCTION

My experience with severe weather spotting comes from living in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, for 10 years before moving to Houston in 1985, I was
a licensed radioc amateur for 7 of those 10 years, and was active in
several local radio groups. The Tulsa amateur radio community has
always been a leader in the development of weather spotting procedure,
In fact, the national Skywarn program is patterned after a local

weather spotter net system used in Tulsa almost 20 years agoe. In
today’s Tulsa weather nets, the net contrel station is located in the
radax room at the National Weather Service office. The spotters in

the field and the radar operator work very closely together.

The Tulsa amateur radio operators also remain active after the
severe weather passes. Many of the amateur operators assist the Red
Cross by performing disaster assessment surveys of the stricken areas.
These surveys allow Red Cross management to determine whether their
local resources are adequate to handle the disaster, or if additional
assistance should be requested from Red Cross chapters in other
cities,

During the time I lived in Tulsa, the Tulsa metropolitan area was
struck by tornadoes six different times. Twice, tornadoes caused
damage in my neighborhood. On April 19, 1981, a tornado passed a few
hundred feet from my house. A house located five lots away from mine
was totally destroyed, with only a pile of debris left standing on a
concrete slab, I was the first to report the tornado on the weather
net, and on the basis of my observations, Tulsa Emergency Management
sounded the city’s tornade warning sirens, On December 24, 1982,
another tornado struck the neighborhood. It didn’t actually touch the
ground, but it came low enough to twist my radioc antennas and blow
them down,

Since I became an amateur radio operator in 1978, I have
participated in almost 30 weather nets. All but one of these nets
involved severe weather or the potential for severe weather, On July
11, 1979, a special ''weather' net was called the day Sky Lab fell back
to Earth., NASA was unable to tell precisely which orbit would be the
last for Sky Lab, and the possibiltiy existed that it would fall over
the central United States. We were activated to watch the sky at dawn
for what turned out to be Sky Lab’s last complete orbit. On the next
orbit, Sky Lab fell back to Earth over the South Pacific and
Australia,

During the seven years that I participated in weather spotting in
Tulsa, I attended a half dozen training seminars taught by National

Weather Service and Red Cross personnel. Much of the material on
which this guidebook is based comes from those seminars. This
guidebook does not discuss hurricanes. Most of yYou are already

famil;ar with these powerful storm systems, and many of you have heard
the fine presentation on hurricanes given by Mr. Ron Stagno of the
National Weather Service,



