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BRAZQOS VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLURB

Serving Fort Bend and Harris Counties

Editor-in-Chief: Iry Smith, RBSEXM 437-4803
Praduction Manager: Roland Torres, KBSEQH 9334143

Abowut the Brazos Valley Amateuwr Radio Club . . .

Organized in 1977, the club has been growing steadily. It is a gatkering place for HAM radio operators in
Fort Bend and Southwest Harris Counties, and surrouadiag communities. It is a general-purpose type of HAM
club offering a variety of activities open to all interested persons. Membership is oper, not only to licensed
HAM operators, but also to anyone ioterested in the bobby. In addition to regularly—scheduled membership
meetings, the club each year conducts classes leading to amateur radio licenses, and eachﬂgmnth SpORSOTs a
volunteer-examiner team which offers examinations in all levels of HAM ljcenses. e
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_ For information about the club and any of its activities, please call Stu Lambén, WBSIGG, (7139777-33435.
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From: Brazos Valley Amateur Kadic Club, Ioc.
PO, Boxe 1630
Missouri City, TX 77459
Telepbone:- {713) 777-3345

B-YARC Meeting Schedule

Thugsday, July 13 General Meeting
7:30 pm Missouri City Fire Station

{Meet at Hitching Rail for BBQ @ 6:30)
e aL Tiehne m_ o7 ' Stu Lamkin WBSIGG

7401 Heilig
- : ' : Houston, Tx 77074

Thursday, Aug. 3 Board Meeting
7:30 pm Missouri City Fire Station
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FILL IN THE BLANKS TEST

This is not a test of your mathematical ability. It will however, give you some
gauge of your mental flexibility and creativity. Since the test was developed it
has been found that few people can solve more than half of the problems on
the first try. '

Instructions: Each problem below contains the initials of the words that will
make it a correct statement. Find the missing words. Remember, these
represent statements, not mathematical equations.

Example: 16 =QinaP.......... Answer: Ounces in a Pound
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COURTESY OF SUSAN, KB5ICO (ANSWER NEXT MONTH!)
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Dy e Harold Farker, NDRIF

B-VARD agsin sponsored and administered the ARRL's fAmateuwr Radio
Examinations that were held on Tuesday evening, June 13, 1989 at
Strake Jesuit in Houston.

The V. E. Tzam and Assistants:

Bill Kemp, EGDOER
Mike Scism, WV3IHM
Btu Lamkin, WBIHIGGE
Irens bDordon, NIAYX
Hy Gordon, NCZA
Cass Germany, EGEHIT
Marold Farker, NDHF

F o total of fifty-three (33) exams were administered during the
evening " to  twenty (50 applicants. One (1) candidate recesived a
new Maovice License and ane (1) a new Technician Licdense, Thirtesn
(i3 upgraded thelr licenses with a total of twenty-nine (%)
glements passed. The overall "pass rate'" Jfor the evening was
fifty—Ffive (S5%) percent.

Congratulations te all the following who upgraded and/or passed
e AaAMmS

David Rauer, EBEGER - Technician
Miguel Chiusana, EESIFY - Technician
Chester Farley, NGMWD - Element 44
Gary Garrison, ERIHEP - General

Een Harlan, FASAKE - Element 44A
doshua Jackson -~ Technician

Waldemar tieldowski, FEIIGL -~ Advanced
Glenm Lewis — Technician

Steven Lhamon ~ Technician

Larry Mooare — Nevice

Barbara Fwsat, KBIEEEI -~ General
beorge Feat, WDELGFA - Technician
Albert Fizrama, WDEHAL - Gensral
Frances Rogers, EB3IMI ~ Technician
Ann Ehearer, FKEISGER - Technician
Jogeph Shearer, FEBSGEFC ~ Technician
Doug Tees, KESGTE - Element IR

Many thanks to all the Team Members and Assistants who volunteser
their valuable time and effort each month.,

ALL of wus at B~-VARC again thank Vimcent, WASETE, and everyvone at
Strake .Jdesuit, {for making these excellent classroom facilities

available~to us for our exams each month.
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RTTENDANCE ROSTER

Ao
RAZOS VALLEY AN 2
B-VARC GENERAL MEETINES P & U 5 mswa:LigT?vm”:Dng” CLuB
Ry oa Cospiled by Allen Mattis  NSAEV
:: : v: anszggn :f:gggur L : AHOUSTON TENNECO MARATHON B, CHALLENGER CUP 5K
o oI5 avone v C.FINE ARTS 5K D.HGTHER KUBBARD 5K
: o LJ:H nn:m;s . E.CONOCD RUDEO RUN §0K  F.WOMEN'S HOSPITAL 5k
v GHIRLEY oNDL i B.AIALEA RUN SK H.HULL AIR SHON
o e “Mgsl 14150 BIKE TGUR J.MAGIC CIRCLE 10K
s ERAY BAIRAINGTON 5 K.ALA CLEAN AIR BIKE RIOE  L.DAD'S DASH &K
KA 5 AP RUSSELL BLACK 1
KA 3 616 NON EOLYARD X Abbott, Brenson  KFSVI  E,1
W3 ARM GERRY ““:“ rra Albrecht, Carl  WASIN K1
L:g?: :305" 1 y Bory, Berry NIAPK A,8,0,E,6,4,1
- Ton oo Cheek, Ralph KESDNT  8,,0,E,6,,1,4,K,L
W S ACF TON CASEY . ¥ Dessens, Bill NSKXU  C,6,H
Dilliard, Ray WASF A,C,E,F\ By H, 1,0,K,L
KBS DA RALPH CHEEK X Drar b 1
WS L RICK COVERT 'y yer, micia
XB S JOS  LAMRENCE COX P oxo Dyer, Dave RASER AL, F, I
Dyer, Debhie KBSEUY  A,C,1
N5LYB FRED CREEL 1 YETy e
NS K BILL DESSENS 1 ot % Dyer, Karla NSLGS - A,C,EF,1
Edwards, Glens  WBALIG  A,C,D,E.N,1,K
K6 5 JT MARK DESSENS 11 g neimie v
L (]
o L DLAR 1 Edwards, Susan  KBSICO  AC,D,F,4,1,K
A 5 BAVE DreR I X Eilers, Kade WNSTEN |
NSLES  KARLA DYER 1 X Foster, treg i
¥
WA LIE  GLENN EDWARDS 3 ' Eattiim, Steve  WSTEN |
. NELANIE EDWARDS 1 i amwer, Cingy . RSAE |
KBS KD SUSAN EDWARDS X X tomner Bave el
H
NSLAC  DOUGLAS EGSLESTON 1 frrie fon A
X3 lgp SREG FISTER R King, Suzanne  KBSBAY  A,C,0,E,F,b,H,!
WA S OEN  STEVE GOTILIER X X Lankin, Stu e h
WILIE  CINDY HNeER I Lance, Dave KBSEYK  C,E,H,I
WS DAVE HAMHER 11 Lince, Los s b
'“' 5T:f' ;" ”“R"EL;N ¥ : Mattis, Allen  NSAFY  B,C,E,F,H L
’ JOKN “ﬂL: " forrison, Kenry  WSRIY  A,C,0.E.1
- ‘D':':: JACKSON i Kance, Herb NSEIN M,
3E  SEDRSE Ly o Parker, Harold  NOSF  MEF,5H,0,0,L
Kd © i RATHY JOLLY PR Pollard, Randy  AKSE k.00
K6 3 0B BILL JERP X Prochaska, Charles KSKV ¢
K 5 BAY  SUZANNE KING I Ricketts, Robert NSJKD 1,0
X8 5 INK DECK KRUSE SRR ;
Ve e Saith, Irv KBSENM E, I
UHN LAMBUTH - . Van Desark, Jack  WNSA  D.F 1,0
¥ 5 166 STU LAMKIK LRI Warden, Nike KESKIP  A,E
KB S EST LEE LANCE 5 ' ,
KEESHN  LINDA LANCE X
NICHAEL LANCE I
STEPHEN LEL . PLEASE REPORT CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS 70 NSAFY
5L GREG LEFEBVRE 1 1 1
NS AV AL MATTIS R
DOUE WcPHERSOA X
¥ 5 6IM HERB NANCE 1 g
JORDAN NOVELL] ¥
WASETS  VINCENT ORLANDD 1 1 1
KBS AKS  LARRY OVERACKER & I 1
S F HARDLD PARKER BRI
RS 6 RANDY POLLARD X ¥ 7§
KE 5KV CHAMLES PROCKASKA 1 § 1 B-VARC RAB CHEW NET E:Eﬁ;s;:g;\r
X 5 W RANDY PUBH I 1.950 MKI  8:30PH
N5 NS VICK RICHARD H compiled by Allen Mattis  NSAFV
N5JKD  ROBERT RECKEFS  t 1 1 w1
) JOE ROSS 1 -
0N ROME ; NSAFY NES, KESKY, WESIGE, KSDIV, ARSGA,
N5 ECP JEFF SALNGNS 1 RKIE, NSKWO/AA, WNSA, KESSR
XA 5 TUD DON SCHEXNAFEDER X HAY 31, 1989
KB 5 EIN IRV SAITH M. NSAFY NCS, NSHPN, NSECP, KESIG6, AKSG,
545 56 DAVID TAYLOR ' KBSINT, ARSGA, NSLES, NSNTP, WBALIG, KBSITO
KB S 10N MELVIN THATCHER 1 1 X JUKE 7, 198%
NS HoN BILL TODD-BROWN X 1 X NSV KCS, NSECP, NSKTP, KSE, NSHN,
KBS EBH  ROLAND TORRES X RESIES, KESONT, NSKXU
NS OFE BARY TUCKER -~ § X 1 JUKE 15, 1989
W5 A JACK VAN DEWARE T X I NSAFY NCS, KGSKY, KSHPN, NSNTP, NERNK,
¥ b LSB B0 VERGON I NSECP, WNSA, KFSVI, KBSONT, AKS6 |
FII DL ! Special thanks to Bill Walker
i ] Manager of
TOTAL TR Y foyalton District Manage

Warner Cable, for donating
the use of their copier and
supplies for printing the

.newsletter.
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16572 SKIP LIITLE
45654 RON PERRY
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47545 RHDY GEIZ
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: The Houston Area Scanner Frequency Charts found
in this issue are courtesy of Ed Lentz. He is
an editor of the Radio Communications Monitoring
Association's Bulletin, and is undoubtedly the most
knowedgeable person in Texas on scanner frequencies.

ED LENTZ

June 15, 1987

Hello Irv

Hope this will "Fill the Bill", for the B-VARC Newsletter. The other
list is dated enough that you really should try a new list. The format is
somewhat different than the old list but should work as well. 1 placed the
Federal Freguencies at the end and you can do what you want with them. The
list hasn't been check for some time now so 1 don't know how accurate it is.

I do have something for yvou to pass around if you dom't mind. Recently
1 was selected to be a Topic Leader on GEnie BBS for the scanning section.
Hey, it was either me or the other guy! It is part of the revived
Electronics section. We do have some pretty good Topic Leaders for the
ather sections which does include an area for you Ham guys. Enclose is a
short opening screen that we have and also how to can join up with the
GEnie Network. They only charge for the time used and there isn't any
minimum charge if you bill via credit card. Not sure about any other type
billing method. Recently there have been same changes in the local numbers
and also the baud rate tan be up to 2408 now. Sure would like to have some
cf your guys join us. We are working to build the RoundTable up to
something really good.

WELCOME to the
M) Radio, Electraonics, & Broadcasting RT ({{( N

. THEHE | L HERE
HEYY F——=N THERHL
. HBUH ——(==0E=)-—Huul
CUHEEE LN/ IHEER
R332 ~o, THERE
. P AN
—Ham Radio /. v . -—Electronics Experimenting
—Scanners / \ -Professional Broadcasting
-Shortwave / Y -Video & Audio
/ N -Satellite TVRO
Y v ~Consumer Electronics
\ —Engineering
N
...And Lots More! A

———————— \

Sysops: Larry Ledlaw (NASE) and Bill Scobel (MR.BILL)

Computer users with modems interested in signing up with GEnie
should follaw the following directions:

1. Set your modem for local echo (half duplex) and 300 or 1200
baud. .

2. Dial 1-B@Q-538-8346%. When connected enter HHH {do NOT hit
return}. ’ )

3. At the U#= prompt, enter XJMI170@2,GENIE.

Signup is just $29.95, and your first two hours are free. For
more information, contact GEnie at 1-8p@-63B-7639.



For more information, call 777-
3345, 431-0163 or $79-8822. Field Day
ill take place near Pavilion No. 7.

to answer questions and demonstrate
around the clock. All licensed ham Wi

operators are invited to come partici-
pate in FieldiDay exercises belween
1 p.m. June 24 and 1 p.m. June 25.
The general public is welcome; an
information booth will be open with
friendly knowledgeable hams eager
radio equipment.

k

ht and man the stations

Hams will also be competing with
one another to contact as many sta-
tions as possible in a 24-hour period,

er disasters, ham radio operators
using Morse code or voice {ransmis-

sent messages to and from the affect-

ed areas.
sion. Many will camp in the par

Thanks to Larry (KB5AKS) and Kathy (KASWHK)

for the excellent publicity. The clipping fis
from the Fort Bend Advocate. A similar article
also appeared in the Houston Chronicle.

The clipping below is from the Wall Street
Journal. The bottom one is from the RCMA

(Radio Communications Monitoring Association)
Bulletin.

- During its centennial year, The Wall Street Journal will report events of
the past century that stand as milestones of American business history.

CENTENNIAL JOURNAL: 100 Years in Business

Hamming It Up on the Radio, 1920
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0 CHECK THE ACCURACY of his $12 watch, Frank Conrad, a

Westinghouse engineer, built a radio receiver to catch Naval Observatory
time signals from Alexandria, Va. He then built a transmitter and became a
dedicated ham radio broadcaster.

When he started broadcasting baseball scores to fellow hams and playing
records, a locabdealer began supplying the discs in exchange for free ads. A
Pittsburgh department store ran a newspaper ad beasting that it had radio
receivers for sale and Westinghouse vice president H.P. Davis (later president
of National Broadcasting Co.}, saw sales possibilities. On Nov. 2, 1920,
Westinghouse station KDKA went on the air from Pittsburgh with federal
license No. 1 and a marathon broadcast of Warren Harding's election.

In 1920, the U.S. had perhaps 5,000 radio receivers, most of them owned
by dedicated hams like Frank Conrad. Davis got Westinghouse into set-making,
first with a $25 “"cats-whisker'' crystal set, later with a eabinet nodel that sold
for a regai $175. By 1924, there were 2.5 million radios in the U.8.; by 1934 they
outnumbered telephones. Last year, manufacturers shipped 76 million
sets--from stereos to walkaround medels —and four million more were installed

In disaster or emergency situa-
tions when electrical, phone and
postal systems are down, hams set
Caribbean island devastation by overnig

up communications networks using
techniques practiced and demon-
sitrated at Field Days. During the
1985 earthguake in Mexico City. the
1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens, the
Hurricane Gilbert last year and oth-

Amateur Radio Club presents field day

' The Brazos Valley Amateur Radio

Club will sponsor Field Day aclivi-
. Field Day is an annual event held

ties on June 24 and 25 at Bear Creek
for amateur radio operators to im-
prove their emergency preparedness
skills. Experienced ““hams™ set up
radio communications stations out-
doors using portable power supplies.

Park.

in new automnobiles.

The Radio Advertising Bureau says the first paid ad, with the sponsor
buying the time and supplying the copy, was broadcast by an NBC station
in New York City in 1921. The pioneer was a real estate firm peddling
apartments; it paid $100 for a 1{-minute commercial. In 1988, the bureau
says, sponsors paid the 9,100 commercial stations in the U. S a grand total
of $7.8 billion for advertising time.

FROM THE CAPTAIN'S DESK continued
DALLAS DX PLONEER - DEAD AT AGE 82

Amateur radle last one aof the pest ambassadors and finest aperators tecently. Phil
Ashcraft, N5DD, succuabed to a high voltage shock he recelved wnile working on a high
power amplifler.

Phil was considered to be granddaddy of the big multl band DX ham statlons. His
stotion was the very first one put up In Nortm Texas. Sven with a3 late start in hax
radie, Phil's statlon was the strangest that could be legally built, wis antenna
farms consisted 3f several 100 foat plus towers on several aczes. The N35DD repeater
vas also an exasple of radio art, mounted on an BOD fsot tower which Phll alse awned.
Thy w5¥] Report called the statlon “awesome® and lmpressive.

On the day of his death, Phil was installing resistors on the input of his two llnear
amplifiers. As he adjusted the driver 1o {f would prasent the proper impedance ta
the 4-1000, Phil had the high voltage power supply on. He was suddenly zapped with
4,500 volts st 2 amps as he reached into the ampilfler. The results of the shock
weIE the worst iwaginable. The voltage ripped through his body and cut of hls ears,
his chest and his hands. His ear was burned completely off and his hand half way
off. Pnil's fingers were welded together. His «ristwatizh was burned into his flesh,
and his shirt was burneg right off his back, Even wlith thesr Injurles, Pnll was adble
to reach the phone and call far nelp.

Doctors gave Phil a 25% chance of living if thay amputated bolth arms, and needless to
say, there would be a long, palnful recovery perlod. Phil refused medical assistance
and die¢ the next morning. PRil wlll be missed. His story is a palnf,l =xample of
what can and wili nlpéen tv those who are not careful when wnrking with electriclity.
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ALVIN {city)

{coanty)

ANGLETON

ARCADIA

ATASCOCITA

BACLIFF

BAYTOW (Dispatch)
[1346.5]{Hand Helds)

BEAGLEY

BEALMONT RD
BELLAIRE

BULE R1DGE

BIOOKS

BRAZORIA CO

CHAMPIONS

OWNNELVIEW [146.2]

CHANL TND MUTUAL ATD

[127.3]

OLEAR LAKE CITY
CLEVEL AND
QOVERLERF
CONROE (county)
(administrative)
({city)
{matual aid)
CROSBY
Cy-CREEK
(fireground)
(1248 firegnd)
Cy—FAIR
DEER PARK
DICKINSON
EAST MT HOUSTON
EASTEX
FOREST BEND
FOREST GRIVE
FRESNO
FRIEMNDSWOOD
FULSHEAR
GALENA PARK
GAL VESTON
GALVESTON 00 [146.2]
HIGH ANDS
HITCHCOCK

FREQUENCIES OF INTEREST
Houston Texas Area
June 14, 1989

33.880
33.520
154145
46080
45,140
44.14@
154.37@
33.620
1°4.37@
154.252
B55.72125
155.925
154,145
AL . 60D
154.250
453.108
446.140
33.5308
134.37@
488.837
489 .287
489.142
453.103
154.27@
133.950
154.190
134.252
154.325
154,760
154.370
I3.788
I3.402
33.700
33.680
154.270
194.370@
13,740

154.235
154.235
154.250
154.59465
154.4815
154.47Q
151.11%5
154370
154.370
154 355

{13

{2y -

(1)
(2)
(3]

{1}
(2)
(3)
(4)

(1)
(2)
(5

HOUSTON (dispatch) 433.423
{127.3] (fireground) 453.500
(fire prevention) 453.473
{arscn) 453.90@

HLFFMAN 154.4435

[$9]
(2)
(3)
(4)

(1)

(2)

(1)
(2)

HUIME E 154 .415
JACINTO CITY 154.415
JERSEY VILLAGE 153.95@
KATY 37.262
37.182
KEMEH 134.37@
K INGWOOD 154,400
KLEIN 33.840
33.040
LA MAFGLE 154.196
LA PORTE [184.7] 154128
LEAGE CITY 154370
LITTLE YORK I3.648
MAGNCL A 154.340
MANVEL 45,148
246,200
M MNAIR 154.37@
MISSOLRI CITY [&£7.2] 154.400

MONTGOMERY (D{dispatch)}154.199

{administrative)154.259
(Corroe} 154.325

(mutual aid) 154.298

MUTUAL AID 33.590
154.78&

NASSA) BAY 154,205
MEECNVILLE 154,175

N.E.FT BEND CO [146.2] 134.225

NORTHWEST 33.820
PASADENA [1467.9] 154.013

153.77@

154.2688
PEARLAND 44,420

446.140
PECAN GROVE 154.445
PONDEROSA 33.902
RICHMOND 45.328
ROSEHILL 153.958
ROSENEERG 46.852

86,420
SEABRO(K 134.385
SHELDON 154.344

(1)
{(2)
(3

(8)

(1)
{2)
{3)
(1)
{2)

{L)
(2}

FREDLENCIES [F INTEREST
Hauston Texas fArea
Hune 14, 1989

SHORE ACRES 154.325
SOUTHEAST 154,445
S.HOUSTON 488, 5337
S.MONT O 154,353
S.51DE PLACE 154.968@
SPRING [192.8] 154.205
STAFFORD [1446.2] 194.876
SUGAR LAND [144.2] 154.355
TEXAS CITY 194,530
THE WOGDLANDS 155.840
THOMPEINS 194.2@5
TOMBALL 153,950
VILLAGE 154,130
WEBSTER 154,235
WEST LAwE 33.740
WEST LRIVERSITY FL 155.040
WESTF IELD 33.860
WEST I-1@ (Dispatch) 33.920
(Simucast) B55.94625
WHARTON 154,349
134.370
POLICE DEPARTMENTS. e ccvvammnnas
ALIEF 1SD 154,800
ALVIN 133.3290
ANGLETON 155.10@
BAYTOWN  [134.3] 453.350
453,553
A58, LA
BEASLEY [144.2] 155.925
BELLAIRE [1&67.9]) 440,175
CONROE 155.01@
154.828
CLEVELAND 155,655
DAYTON 154,115
DIO<INGIN 453,250
DEFR PARK [107.2] 155.150
EL tAED 453.473
FRIENDSWNOOD 453.775

GALENA PARIK [1856.2] 453.5975
GALVESTON [144.2]

FEDWIG VILLAGE [136,.2] 453.15@

HITCHOOCK
155.799
HOUSTON(city marshall) 453.700

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(1)
(2)
(1)
(2)

[23.8] (southeast)
{beechrut)
{s.central)

{central)
{n.east)
(wst)
i
+ (car to car)
(n.sbepard)
(spec aps)
{narc/vice}
{computer/SWAT assem)
(detectives)

(n.west)

(pagers} -
{IAH Police)

[142.2] (Hobby Police)
(Ellington Police)

(Org.Crime Unit)

HOUSTON BAPT LNIV
HOUSTON 15D (127.3]
HIMEE (146.2]
HUNTSVILLE
INTERCITY
(mobile}
(base)
JACINTO CITY [1546.7]
JAMIACA BEACH [144.2]

JERSEY VILLAGRE [156.7]

KATY
KEMAH

LA MAROLE

LA PORTE [127.3]
LAEVIEW  [79.7]
LEAGLE CITY [146.2])
LIBERTY

MEADDWS

MISSOURI CITY

460 .@25
453.852
442.@75

440,103
A83.125
368.152

asl. 225
46, 325
450 .350
460 . 402
460.425
458 .45

ALD. 475

153.4670
agd. 637
a488. 662
488,637
15,350
154.868
154,748
a462 . 558
453.575
155.895
453 .55
154.950
155.37a
453,252
155.84@
155.113
155.464@
156.078
453.475
453.725
453.925
155.625
453.625
453 . 425
155.84653
44D, 250
ALD. 30D

'155.475

856.952
857.942
B838.%62
B39.962
B5A.9462

(3)
(4]
(13}

(&)
123
(12)

(B)
(@]
(7)
(7
(3)
{1@)

{11}

(1)
(2)

{3)

(1}
(2)

(1)
{2)

(L8]
(2)



THE WEATHER SPOTTER'S GUIDEBOOK (Part No. 5)

by: Allen Mattis, NBAFV

WEATHER NETS AND SPOTTER REPORTS

Amateur radio operators involved in weather spotting usually

conduct their operations through a net system.. In most parts of the
country, these weather nets are conducted on 2 Meters, using a
repeater. The 2 Meter equipment is compact and light, and most
amateur operators have equipment for that band. In addition, the FM

mode used on 2 Meter repeaters is less susceptible to interference
from lightning than the SSB mode traditionally used on the high
frequency bands. Most of the repeaters used for weather spotter nets
are equipped with an emergency power system for use if a storm
disrupts the normal power to the repeater,

Weather nets in different parts of the country vary in terms of
net procedures, Weather spotters should become familiar with the
procedures of their individual net and spotting organization. The
spotters should listen to the instructions of the net control station,
and follow them. For example, the net control station may ask for
weather conditions from a certain area, perhaps at the request of
civil authorities who have received reperts of damage in that area.
In such a situation, spotters not having information about conditions
in the requested area should stand by, unless they are experiencing
life threatening conditions at their location, If severe weather
becomes particularly intense and widespread, the net control station
may restrict the level of weather to be reported. For example, no
reports of heavy rain or hail smaller than dime size may be desired if
the entire area is receiving weather of that severity level. The
intent is to quickly identify the portions of the area receiving the
most intense severe weather,

In times of widespread severe weather, spotters should think-
before keying their microphone, They should consider whether or not
their report is really needed at that time. The net may not be
interested in a report of heavy rain and moderate winds if another
portion of the area is experiencing golf ball size hail and funnel
clouds at that time. Weather spotters should also remember to keep
their reports concise and their transmissions short, Other spotters
may be experiencing life threatening conditions, and need use of the
frequency to make their report.

Even though spotter reports should be concise, they should also
be descriptive of the weather conditionsz. For example, the report ''We
have received heavy rain and wind'' does not convey nearly as much
information as the report 'We have received moderate to strong winds
for approximately 3 minutes followed by 5 minutes of heavy rain." If
possible, spotters should quantify their reports by estimating wind
speed, hail size, and rain intensity and amount.



The size of and distance to larger weather features such as a
wall cloud, funnel cloud or tornado are sometimes difficult ta
estimate. A detailed local map may be helpful. The map will show the
distance and direction to prominent landmarks such as water towers,
broadcast antennas or tall buildings. The distance to and size of the
larger weather features may be more accurately estimated when they are
compared with these known landmarks.

Each indivdual weather net and spotting organization determines
the weather conditions they wish their spotters to report, In

general, however, weather spotters should always report the following
conditions:

— Sighting of an actual tornado or funnel cloud

— Rotation in a wall cloud

— Hail marble size (1/2 inch) or larger

~ Winds 40 miles per hour or greater

~ Wind damage to buildings, large trees, or utility poles

— Continuous lightning, either cloud-to-ground or cloud-to-cloud
= Flash flooding such as a stream out of its banks

= Street flooeding with greater than 1 foot of water

As a result of differences in local conditions and operating

procedures, this list may be modified by individual weather nets or
spotting organizations. Again, each weather spotter should become
familiar with their local organization’s guidelines and procedures,

Finally, weather spotters should remember that many people listen
to weather nets, With the recent popularity and availability of
VHF/UHF scanner radios, many members of the general public are able to
monitor weather nets, - Members of the news media, law enforcement and
public service agencies, ard local government officials alse commenly
monitor weather nets. What these people hear during a weather net
directly influences their opinion of the local weather spotting
organization and of amateur radio in general. Weather spotters should
always be efficient and courtecus during their net operations, Even
though they are called amateurs, they can be professional in the way
they conduct their net operations.

Spotter Aids

SUGGESTED EQUIPMENT LIST FOR SPOTTERS

1) HT and extra battery pack

2) Plastic bag to protect HT from rain

3) Paper, clipboard and several pencils

4) One half tank or more ?f gas in vehicleﬂ

5) Local Maps - city and county, state map optional
6) Wind speed and hail ‘size charts

7y Flashlight and extra battaries

8) Binoculars

9> Raincoat and related clothing

10) Water, coffee and snacks optional



