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The Monthly Publication of the
BR;AZDS YALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Serving Fort Bend and Harris Counties

Editor-in—-Chief: Roland Torres, KBSEQH  622-7810 (0700~1600 hrs)
About the Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club . . .

Organized in 1977, the club has been growing sl.eadily'. It is a gathering place for HAM radip operators in
Fort Bend and Soutbwest Harris Counties, and surrounding communities. It is a general-purpose type of HAM
club offering a variety of activities open to all intefested persons.” Membership is open, not only to licensed
HAM operatars, but also to anyone interested inthe hobby. In addition to regularly—scheduled membership
meetings, the club each yeéu conducts classes leading to amateur radio licenses, and each month spoasors a
volunteer—examiner team that offers examinations in all levels of HAM licenses.

For information about the club and any of its activities, please call Stu Lamkin, WBSIGG, (713) 777-3345.

Volume: 13 Issuve: 2 February 1990

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

From: Braros Valley Amateur Radio Club, Iac.
F.O. Box 1550
Missours City, TX 774553 _ y
 Telephone: {713) 777-3345 :

Allen Mattis NSAFV

5314 Wigton
Houston , TX 77096

B-VARC MEETING SCHEDULE .

Thurs, February 8 General Meeting

7:30 pm  Missouri City Fire Station
Program: OSCAR .
By: Andy MacAllister
WASZIgB
Thurs, March 1 Board Meeting

7:30 pm Missouri City Fire Station
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A Word From The President . . .

Last year was a qood year for B-VARC, thanks to
Jack, WN3A, the Officers and Board, and to many
other people who rade things happen, 1990 promises
to be ancther good one for us, hopefully the best
we have ever had.

¥e have already had a record turnout for our
 January bangquet with an attendance of 71, and { am
logking forward to working with our new Officers
and Board of Directars, who are simply the hast in
the business.

Standing Comnittees have been forsed or are being
torned in the areas of Mesmbership, Programs,
Finance, Publications, Club Activities, Technical
*'-apcement, ARRL Liaison, Emergency Communications

Public Relations, for starters. [ would
appreciate hearing from anyone desiring to serve on
any of these particular ccmaittees, or in any other
capacity not already nased. More to follaow as
things develop.

I, along with the other Officers and Directors,
deeply appreciate your confidence in us, and your
support., [ am asking for input froa anyone who has
ideas as to how to nake our Club even better, and
welcome your calls.

Bill, N3KXi

NOTES FROM THE YICE PRESIDENT
by Al Mattis NSAFV

breetings to everyone in the club, and thank you for
your participation in our recent activities, It's
nice to see such support as we begin a new year with
a new group of officers. Please bear with us as we
get our feet on the ground.

I you don’t know what the "mush pot® is; you .
probably haven’t been attending the Saturday morning
B-VARC breakfasts, It’s been nice to see so many
B-VARC members attending these BAN breaktasts at
Denny’s at Sharpstown, On the third Saturday of the
sonth, the breakfast is held at Le Peep at Westheimer
and Wilcrest, because it is closer to the Nission
Comnunications sidewalk sale. Come and join the
group on Saturday morning, but don't be late or you
might end up in the "sush pot." Thank you to Steve
bottlieb, WASOEN, for his continuing unofficial
leadership of this long time B-VARG tradition,

Qur special comaittee on establishing guidelines for
B-VARC gpublic service events has been meeting, and is
paking progress on its challenging task. The
coenittee hopes to cosplete its work prior to the
busy Spring season of public service eveats, More on
that topic as things progress, .

e had a great turn out at the annual banguet in
January - a record 71 persons! Everyone seeped to
have a worderful time, The larger than expected turn
out made gervice a little slow for sose, and a ‘nuaber
of meabers had to sit on the second level just
outside of the roon. [ guess that's the price we pay
for being one of the most active amateur radio
organizations in the Houston metropolitan area!

That's it fur this aonth,

73 de NOAFY



LETTER FROM THE RETIRING EDITOR
by: Irv (KBSEXM)

Over the past two years ]
have had the pleasure of serv-—
ing as your editor. This has
been rewarding and has given
me the oppaortunity to inter-
face with many more B-VARC
members tham I would have if 1
had merely been a semi-passive
new ham.: )

The press of work and
other "play" responsibilities
led me not to seek reappoint-
ment for 1990. Rest assured
that vyour newsletter will be
in good hands with Roland
(KBSEQH). Roland worked with
me, as publisher, and by pur-—-
suing the idea that B-VARC
could get gratis copying serv-
ices in return for a modest
blurb for Warner Cable, saved
our group many dollars.
B-VARC wisely recognized Ro-
land’'s contribution by bhonor-
ing him with the "“Order of the
Key" at our recent banquet.

Each month your editor is
faced with the challenge of
filling both sides of & pieces
of paper (the maximum we can
mail with one stamp). I con-
fess to not being terribly
creative in coming up with
origiral stuff, but I was a
whiz at copies of others’ work
{always with credit, I hope).
And, folks such as Harold
(NDSF), Allen (NSAFV) and Stu
(WBSIGG) fed me a monthly sup-

.ply of material. Steve
(KASDbUU) and Henry (WSRIY)
sent inmn nice articles. My

apologies to anybody else 1
missed.

" Roland will want input

from the members. Send him
articles, magazine clippings,
original fictian, equipment
reviews, etc. For example,

right now there is an opportu-
nity for someone to write a
story about the radioc club
(KSWW .2) at the medical cen-
ter. This well-equipped sta-
tion needs volunteers at all

-hours of the day and night.

For someone without any HF

gear, here’'s a chance to  do-

some.- DX 1ng. Contact Tom
{KCSNU ) for information about
agperating there, and then send
in an article to Roland after
your wvisit. )

Help is also needed in
publishing the newsletter.
Somebody has to collate, sta-—
ple, stamp and mail about 10@
copies each month,. It must be
timely, because the Newsletter
serves as official notice, per
the By-Laws, of our meetings.
l,Let Roland know if VYou can
help. ‘

B-VARC AWARDS

ORDER OF THE KEY:

Roland Torres (KBSEQH)
Jack Van Demark (NNSAY

DOCTOR BILL:
Stu Lamkin (WBSIGG)
LOOP & ZEPP:
Bill Todd-Brown {(NSNPM)



B=-VARC GENERAL MEETING
February, 1990

On Sunday evening, 21 January,. 1990, thousands of Hams
were listening to 3.840 megahertz, and other pre-arranged
frequencies, to a live description of the launch of the
Ariane 4 Rocket. On board were 6 new Oscar satellites.
Pacsat-0Oscar-16, Dove-Oscar-17, Webersat-Oscar-18, Lusat-
Oscar-19, UoSat-Oscar-14 and UoSat-Oscar-15., Applause and
a world wide sigh of relief greeted the final word that
"all lights are green."™ Six new amateur satellites were in
orbit.

On Monday, 22 January, 1990, one of these new "Birds",
(Dove) ,  was heard on FM handy talkies with a rubber duckie,
mobile rigs and home station 2 meter FM receivers, cranking
out its packet. By prearrangement, Harold, NDSF and I,
NS5MPN were tuned up on our respective rigs, (with a
telephone communication to compare notes), to test our
ability to receive Dove, based on Harold's Commodore
program of the Keplerian Elements. It was his first
attempt and he hit the acquisition of signal within 2
minutes. Using his FM rig, a standard packet unit and his
Commodore printer, he had perfect packet printout. We then
switched over to my SSB rig and were able to copy CW from
another "Bird" and the beacon from a third. All, in less
than ‘15 minutes, while learning how to change frequencies
to compensate for Doppler shift, on our everyday equipment.

In order to bring more clarity to these new "play
pretties” as well as accutate information on the
satellites that were already up prior to Sunday's launch,
Andy MacAllister, WASBZIB, has agreed to be our February
speaker for the monthly meeting. Andy will tell us what's
up there, how to receive it and how to get on "The Bird."
For those of you that may not know Andy, be advised that he
is one of the most gualified men in the world to speak on
RF Satellites and on Dove. Andy is currently a Director of
Amsat North America, Vice President of User Services of
Amsat N. A., Author of the monthly column HAM SATS in 73
Magazine, Amsat Awards manager, International Control
Station of the ZRU tests and internationally respected
Satellite expert. ‘

Come join us on Thursday, 8 February, 1990 at 7:30
P.M. in the Missouri City Fire Station for what promises to
be a very enlightening and enjoyable evening.

73
Bill Todd-Brown, NSMPN
Program Chairman
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(B-VA
1990 - 1994
) NSOUT
OFFICERS
Bill Dessens President NIAPH
Res: 721-1844; Bus: 782-12{2
604 Higton, Houston, TY 77094 NSAFY
Allen Mattis- Yice- President '
Res: 721-3637; Bus: 752-3833
5314 Wigton, Houston, T 77094
tick Kruse Recording Secretary
Res: 530-9470; Bus: 530-0470
11509 Beechnu£ Houstan, TX 77072
. KBIICO
Susan Edwards Earrespcndxng Jecretary
Res: 498-74235
15802 Laos Altos, Houston, TX 77083
Randy Pollard Treasurer
+ Res: 729-6484; Bus: 729-4484
3507 Braesvalley, Houston, TX 7709% .
. NSK
LIRECTORS g 3 NDSF
= Ifp
Glenn Edwarids I Year Director ﬁﬁgsf
Res: 498-7425; Bus: 774-4024 WRALIG
13802 Los Altas, Houstan, TX 77483 NSLIY
Gerry Borg 2 Year Director
Res: 771-2949; Bus: 933-852%
8426 Stroud, Houstan, TX 77034
Carl Albrecht L Year Director
Res: 493-6443; Bus; 495-6443
{1711 Bolero Ct., Stafford, TX 774?7 KRSEDH
Jack Van Demark Past President KB3EM

Res: 495-1121% Bus: 975-8670
7514 Winter Glen, Houstom, TX 77072

Technical Advantesant

Yolunteer Exanination Prograa
Gtu Laskin
Harold Farker

Novice Classes
Glenn Edwards

GEFF! HDI’Q

Initial Coordinator - Novice Class
Stu Lamkin

ARRL Liason
Stu Laakin, Chairaan

Special Service Elub
Harald Parker

Emernency Coenunications

Publir Relations

OTHER APPCINTMENTS

Parliamentarian
1ck kruse

Net Managers

Berry Bnrﬁ
C Monday Night Public Service Net |

Rllen Hattxs
Wednesday Night Rag Chew Net

STANDING COMMITTEES

Meabership Copaittes

Susan Edwards, Chairban

B-¥ARC Roster
Nane Iags and Member Packels

MNew Mesbers
Renewal Meabers

Prooraes

§ill Todd-Brown, Chairaan
Vick Richard
Harcld Parker
Jack Van Bemark
ick ¥ruse
ETenn Edwards

Bill Jescens

Finance

Newsletter Advertising
Other Fund Raising

Publications
Roland Torres, B-VARC Hewslettar Editor

Try Gaith, Eui]ef:n Freparation, Railing -

Club Activities

field Day

Picnic
Transmitter Hunis
Ranguet




B-VARC SPRING '90 NQVICE COURSE
Stu Lamkin WBSIGG

Our new Novice Course will have its first class meeting at 7 PM on
Monday, March 5 at Strake Jesuit Preparatory Schoel. At this writing
fourteen students have enrolled. If the enrollment rate continues
this will be another good-sized class.

Please pass the word about this new Novice license course and tell
anyone who would like to take this first step in joining our hobby to call
me at 777-3345 for additional information.

AMATEUR RADIO LICENSE EXAM SESSIONS '
Stu Lamkin WBS5IGG ‘

B-Varc's Volunteer Examiner Teams offer exams for all classes of
Amateur Radio Operators every-month in the year on the second Tuesday
evening. The Team does not take walkins and preregistration is neces-
sary to secure a place at the exam session. Call me at 777-3345 to
pregegister or obtain any information regarding the exam procedure

or license requirements.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *
BRAZ0S VALLEY ANATEUR RADIO CLUB B-YARC RAG CMEW NET CHECK-INS
1990 PUBLIC SERVICE HONGR ROLL 3.960 MHT  B:00PM  NEDNESDAY
coepiled by Allen Mattis  NSAFY compiled by Allen Mattis  NSAFY
A, HOUSTON TENNECD MARATHON ' DECEMBER 20, 1989

NSAFV NCS, AKSE, KFSVZ, ARSOA, NSWPN,
KB5KY, KBSION

DECENSER 27, 1989
NSAFY NCS, AASOA, NSHPN, AKS, NSECP,
NISI, KGSKY, KBSJIZ, KBSION, ARSLF,
KJSB, NSKXU, KGSIT

JANUAURY 3, 1990
NSAFV NCS, AASOA, NSPRC, KGSKY, WASSCE,
WSRNK, KASDUU, NSHPN, KBSION, AASLF,
KFSV1, WBSIBT, NSIJ6

Abbott, Brenson KFSvl
Barg, Gerry NSAPN
Cheek, Ralph KBSDNT
Dillard, Ray WASF
Dyer, Karla NSLBS
Edwards, &lenn WBdLIG
Edwards, Melanie  KBSKLH
Edwards, Susan KB3iCa
Freedenberg, Henry NSHF

Gordon, Hy NCSA JANUAURY 10, 1990

Gordon, Irene N3AYX N3RFY NCS, NSECP, NGMPN, NSPRC, KASNOT,
Jacob, Travis NSDON WASSCE, WADODEN, AASOR, AASLF, KG3KY,
Laakin, Stu WB3166 WB4LIG, KBSIOC

JANUAURY-£7, 1990
NIAFY NCS, AAGOA, NSMPN, WSRNK, NSECP,
NSPRC, NDGF, WB31B6, KASWOT, KFSVZ, WASSCE,
AKSG, WBSIBT, KBSIOM, NSJKY, WBSBIR, W3IH,
K3CDH, AASLF, WJSB, NSILI, WSTWK

A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
Hagersan, Dick NBSSRN A ¥B316G, KASDUU, KB3IUA, WSRNK, KBSION,
A
A
Mattis, Allen NSOFY A
Morrison, Henry WIRIY A
Nance, Herb N3RIW A
Parker, Harold RD3F A
Ricketts, Robert  NSJKD A
Van Desark, Jack  WN3A A
Wade, Don WB3IBT A
Warden, Nike WBIHIP A

PLEASE REPORT CCRRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TD-NSAFV




Back Splatter....

Well, ! have taken on the responsibility

of editing the B-VARC Newsletter. | will
try to do my best to make it as informative
and entertaining as possible. | hope {t
will become something you leak forward to
receiving each month,

[f you will be submitting an article for
publication in the newsietter, | ask that

it be typed and "camera ready". The dead-
line for articles will be the 22nd of each
manth.

I will be making a few changes in the format

of the newsletter as fime progresses. Submitting
articles with compressed print will allow oore
items to be published in the limited space

we have,

Please send me your comments and/or suggestions
about this newsletter. | will be more than
happy to hear froa you. Until next time.....

Roland KBSEQH
Editor

BERSERRELRRRLSRRONRERREEsatesasssasetstsssnnnsistd
BESULTS OF JANUARY 2TH EXAMS:
by: Harcld Parker, NOSF

B-VARC again sponsored and administered the ARRL’s
Amateur ~ Radio Examinations that were held on
Tuesday evening, January %, 1990 at Strake Jesuit
College Prepara{ury in Houston,

The V.E. Teap and Assistants:

Carl Albrecht, AASIN
Randy Pugh, AASOA
Stu Lamkin, WB3IGE

_ Harold Parker, NOSF

A total of fifteen (15) exans were administered
during the evening to nine (9) applicants, One (1)
unlicensed candidate received his new Technician
license. Three (3) other candidates upgraded their
licenses with a total of six (b} elesents passed.
The overall ‘"pass rate" for the evening was forty
{401} percent. '

Congratulations to all the following who upgraded:

Lori Dupuy, NSNTF - Extra
William Garrison, KBSLOW - Technician
Joseph Jurecka - Technician
Van Ward, WB3DIP - Technician

¥any thanks to all the Team Members and Assistants
uhnthvuluntner their valuable time and effort each
sonth,

ALl of us at B-YARC again thank Vincent, MWASETE,
and everycne at Strake Jesuit College Preparataory
for eaking these excellent classroom facilities
available to us for our exams each month.

SERLUNCRTLERIBLEBERALILINIREERIRRRIRILLLINLILIRINY

A special THANKS goes
to Warner C(Cable, for
supplying the materials
to oublish the B-VARC
News|etter.
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Catching Rabbits With Your WMits
by: Robert K. Ricketts, N5SJKD

B-VARC used to sponsor transmitter (or rabbit) hunts monthly.
This was a number of years ago - before [ got involved with B-VARC or
.ven aeateur radio,

Now I's trying get people interested In rabbit hunts once again
I organized the first of what [ hope to become a quarterly rabbit
hunt in B-VARC. The first, scheduled for 20 Jan 90 Sat, was at 1100
am right after Frosty's sidevalk sale. We even had a prize for the
vinner - a 1990 international call book valued at $30 which was
graciously donated by Charles Frost, owner of Mission Communications.
[ have to adeit ! was a bit disappointed in the turn out. There were
only four fox teams to hunt three rabbits. Bad ratio. To give the
game more favorable ratio, | changed my role from rabbit to fox -
saking it five foxes to two rabbits. '

When | try to recruit people for our game I'a frequelitly asked
the same thing. *l don't have amy direction finding equipment. How
" can | play the gage? Or even stand a chance of winning if 1 do
play?” I've participated In three transmitter hunts during the past
year, 1 was a rabbit in one of thea and a fox In the other two, !
won both games in which | was a fox. (All the hunts I've been in
involved multiple rabbits) I have absolutely no direction finding
equipment. Just an lcom HT with a rubber duckie and a Kenwood mobile
rig with a 1/4 wave vertical - the kind of equipment wa all have,
I've won against people using all kinds of RDF gear from home-brew DF
antennas to sophisticated comaercial equipment. ['m not tooting ay
“nrn for self gratification here - just making the peint that fancy

equlpaent, albelt useful, Is not necessary to play and win Just
some comzon sense and slmple technique. I'll share some of that in
this article.

First of all.. Having #twot people on your teas helps ALOT.
One person to drive and the other to monkey with the radios.
Although one radic Is plenty it's useful to have an HT and mobile rig
« both with 5 meters. When you first begin your pursuit of a given
rabbit, use your mobile rig and 5 meter to track signal strengths.
The S meter is VITAL. [t'll detect minute changes in signal sirength

that are not audible. Have the non-driver pay close attention to-the

S meter (with occasional glances by driver) and navigate accordingly.
Stick to North/South and East/West roads - makes tracking easier.
Small {or even wild) fluctuations in signal strength mean little.

Most S weters are peak reading, You'll need to mentally convert the
readings Into a moving average. [E: lgnore the peaks and dips -
concentrate and place credence in the midrange of the 5 readings.

Once you reach a sustained full scale reading on your wobile
rig, it's tine to use the HT. Vith the duckie installed, use the HT
as you did the mobile rig. Logically navigate the area noting high
signal readings on the HT § weter. As the signal strength peaks an
the HT, reorient the HT horizontally and/or lover the HT to knee
level in the car. The car's interior will help null the HT. hnother
trick is to resove the HT antenna and place a small mail in the BNC
center conductor. When you think you are really close, remove the
antenna (or nail if using one) and observe the § meter and audio
signal. If you see any S meter activity or hear any signal
whatsoever then you are within a hundred yards or so of your gquar
An HT with nolhing on the BNC is incredibly deaf. So when it hears
in this conditien - you are getting CLOSE.

Basically what we're doing here is 'starting vith the nost
sensitlve reception we can - the mobile rig. As you peak the peter
then move to your next less sensitive operating mode. Once you pe
there, move again to a lesser sensitive mode - and 50 on down to t
antenna-fess HT. This and a little experience will do you weil.

I've won both hunts I've entered (as a fox) using just this method.
I'm certainly not disputing or undermining the value of DF equipzent.
It can give the fox a great advantage. BUT, common sense and skill
will take you further.

B-VARC is planning to hold these transmitter hunts quarterly -
on the sawe day as Frosty's sidewalk sale. The next ome will be 21
Apr 90 5at at about 11:00 am. The tive will be firmed up later. [f
enough people attend {at least twenty) then we'll have three rabbits
You must find all three to win. That makes the challenge greater.
The games usually lasts two to three hours and covers about a fiw
to eight mile radius. Please plan to attend the next hunt. |
can attest that the adrenaline rush you feel when you're about to
win is a thrill! [t's a good time and we need players!
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