B-VARC BULLETIN

The Monthly Publication of the
VALLEY , BRAZOS VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
G Serving Fort Bend and Harris Counties

Editor in Chief: Vincent Orlando, WASBETS 774-7651 (0800-2100 hrs)

About the Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club . . .

Organized in 1977, the club has been growing steadily. It is a gathering place for HAM radio operators
in Fort Bend and Southwest Harris Counties, and surrounding communities. It is a general-purpose type of
HAM club offering a variety of activities open to ail interested persons. Membership is open, not only to
licensed HAM operators, but also to anyone interested in the hobby. in addition to regularly-scheduled
membership meetings, the club each year conducts classes leading to amateur radio licenses, and each month
sponsors a volunteer-examiner team that offers examinations in all levels of HAM licenses.

For information about the club and any of its activities, please call Stu Lamkin, WB5IGG, (713) 777-3345.

Volume: 14 lssue: 3 March 1991

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

From: Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
P. 0. Box 1630
Missouri City, Texas 77459
Telephone: (713} 777-3345
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Notes From The President . . .
by Al Mattis, NSAFV

Jreetings to you again. March has come, and with
it our usual spring weather. Last month’s B-VARC
program by Bob White, KF5ZL, on RACES, ARES,
and emergency communications was timed to fill
club members in on the current state of these
subjects just prior to our spring severe weather
season. In a similar manner, this month’s program
has been scheduled to provide information about an
upcoming amateur radio event. An announcement of
the program appears elsewhere in this Bulfetin.

As of late February, we have 136 club members. A
roster listing these members is enclosed with this
month’s B-VARC Bulfletin. Any errors in the roster
should be reported to Don Wade, WBGSIBT. Don is
the club’s corresponding secretary, and one of his
principal duties is to keep B-VARC’s membership list.

Attendance at B-VARC'’s Saturday morning breakfast
has increased, and recent Saturdays have seen more
than 20 club members and friends gather for this
long-standing club tradition. If you listen to the
MERA repeater, you've probably heard about these
1et togethers. Come join the fun, and find out for
;ourself why the breakfast group has been talking
about strawberries and whipped cream. The group
meets at approximately 8 am at the Denny’s located
on the Highway 59 inbound service road just east of
Gessner.

The club’s nets have been experiencing high levels
of participation. The monday evening Public Service
Net is a good place to keep up on activities of
interest to amateur radio operators in our area. The
Rag Chew Net on Wednesday evening continues to
attract a number of out-of-state check-ins, and our
club members enjoy working these stations.

Steve Shirk, NSSDL (ex-KB5QOLF), has been appoint-
ed to the position of program chairman for the
B-VARC meetings. Steve will be contacting a num-
ber of you to assist him in this endeavor; please lend
a hand if he calls you.

in a similar manner, if you have any suggestions or
ideas regarding programs, please contact Steve
(phone 933-4737). We want to continue the growth

nd success the club has enjoyed during the past
few years, so help us out if you can.

The 1991 B-VARC Audit Committee has completed
its audit of the club’s 1990 treasurer’s records.

Committee chairman Earle Herbert, WB1CCH, and
Charles Prochaska, KG5KV, comprised the commit-
tee. Treasurer Randy Pollard, AKB5G, turned the
records over to them, and after a thorough examina-
tion, the committee concluded that the club’s 19390
financial affairs were in order.

Thank you to Earle and Charlie for performing this
task for the club, and to Randy for making all re-
cords available in a timely manner.

At its February 7th meeting, the B-VARC Board of
Directors appointed Ralph Cheek, KBSDNT, to fill the
vacant one-year term on the Board of Directors.
Ralph has been an active club member for the past
several years, and we look forward to having him on
the board.

The B-VARC Board of Directors meets the first
Thursday of each month at 7:30 pm at the Missouri
City Fire Station. The board meetings are open, and
all club members are welcome to attend and express
their opinions on the matters that come before the
board.

Before | close for this month, | want t¢ again ex-
press my gratitude to all of the club members who
are helping with out large and diverse schedule of °
activities. These people are largely responsibie for
making B-VARC the successful club that we all en-
joy. Please aiso express your gratitude to these
people, and pitch in and help if asked — you’'ll find
that it's fun!

That's it for this month. Hope to see you at the
March meeting.
73 de NSAFV

Results of the February 12th Exam
by Harold Parker, ND5F

B-VARC again sponsored and administered the
ARRL's Amateur radio Examinations that were held
on Tuesday evening, February 12, 1991, at Strake
Jesuit College Preparatory in Houston.

The V.E. Team
George Jolly, ND5SE
Henry Morrison, W5SRIY
Harold Parker, NDSF



B-VARC RAG CHEW CHECK-INS

3.960 MHz 8:00 pm Wednesdays
Compiled by Melvin Thatcher KBSION

January 30, 1997
KBEION NCS, NSECP, NEMPN, WNEA, NGAFY,
NBKXU, WASPWL, NSQCE, WSRIY, WASSJV,
NBSNA, AK5G

February &, 1991
WNBA NCS, WEIHY, KG5KV, WABSCE, NSMPN,
WBS5SRN, N5KXU, KBSION, NSAFV, WBEIGG, KB5IIL

February 13, 1991
KBBION NCS, KBGlL, WNBA, AKEG, KGEKYVY,
NSMPN, WGSIHY, WB5SIGG, WASBSCE, N5QMY,
KBSDNT, NEPRC, NGAFV, NB5JVL, WEBNEG

February 20, 1991
KBSION NCS, KBSIIL, NSAFV, NEMPN, WASTWL,
WBEIGG, WB5HSRN, NBSNA, KBSDNT, WBEBEBT,
NBKXU

Assistants
Carl Albrecht, AASJW
Cass Germany, KG5IT
Irene Gordon, KEAYX
Stu Lamkin, WBSIGG
Tony Stevens, N5LSQ

A total of forty-one {41) exams were administered
during the evening to twenty-one {21) applicants.
Three (3) unlicensed candidates received new licens-
es: one {1) Technician and two {2) General Class.
Ten {10) other candidates upgraded their licenses
with a total of thirty (30) elements passed. The
overall "pass rate” for the evening was seventy-
three (73%) percent.

Congratulations to ail the following who upgraded
and/or passed exams:

John Ashmore, KBSOTQ — Technician
Robert Brigham — General
John Bumgardner, KB5MVG — General
Michael Chambers, NSQCE — General
Terrell Dailey — Technician
Marion Eicher, KB5IIH — General
Paul Flesher — General
Steven Hovater, KB5OAZ — Extra
Sarah Hunt, KBSEEl — Technician
Gil Lappay, NGRZX — Element 1C
Marcus Leuchter, KF5OE — Extra
Robert Littler, WASPSH — Extra
Marc Newman — Element 2 + 3A
Jonathan Reise, WA9JBR — Advanced
Jay Rubens, KIBMD — Element 4B

Frank Sanders — Element 2 + 3A
Michael Steffen — Element 3A
Richard Vesssll, NBRZK — General

Many thanks to all the Team Members and Assis-
tants who volunteer their valuable time and effort
each month.

All of us at B-VARC again thank Vincent, WABETS,
and everyone at Strake Jesuit College Preparatory
for making these excellent classroom facilities avail-
able to us for our exams each month.

73’s ... ND5F

NI5I 442.325 Repeater On The Airt
by Vincent Orlando, WABETS

The 442.325 NI5| repeater is up and running. Locat-
ed atop Memorial Southwest Hospital, this repeater
boasts excellent range and a phone patch with speed
dial capability. It is intended that both the repeat
and the patch remain open for use by any amateurs
who have the required privileges and equipment.

To bring up the patch, dial the code 507 and listen
for the dial tone. Then dial your number.

To bring the patch down, dial the code #57 which
should trigger the message "Phone Patch Clear”.

Please do NOT dial 211 on this repeater because the
cail could result in the police being dispatched to the
hospital by mistake. Instead use one of the following
emergency speed dial numbers:

680 Poison Control Center

681 Houston EMS

682 Houston Police Department

683 Harris County Sheriff

684 Dept of Public Safety - Highway Patrol
685 Fort Bend County Sheriff

686 Fort Bend County EMS

687 Fort Bend County ECC

When your cail is complete, please be sure to brir.
down the patch. Enjoy it, and let's keep this repeat-
er and patch open for all to use! 73’s




B-VARC Board of Directors Meeting

Action & Comments, February 7th, 1991
by Dick Kruse, NSQUT, Recording Secretary

Cash on hand in the club treasury is $2,847.39.

Ralph Cheek, KBSDNT, was elected to fill the one-
year director’s position on the Board.

A letter has been mailed to former B-VARC members
encouraging them to renew their membership for
1991. Approximately 130 persons have paid dues to
date.

Steve Shirk, KBSOLF, was appointed to be Program
Chairman for 1991,

Earle Herbert, WB1CCH, and Charley Prochaska,
KG5KV, audited the B-VARC books for 1990, and all
was in order.

In addition to The Dr. Bill Award and The Order of
the Key, the Board decided to make the Loop and
Zep Award an official B-VARC award to be given
annually.

There was an average of fourteen check-ins to the
Rag Chew Net this year, three of which were out-of-
state. Thirty-three different stations have checked in
so farin 1991.

‘he 442.345 machine has been installed on Memeori-
al Southwest Hospital. Chuck, NISI, is trustee,
however it falls under the M.E.R.A. umbrella. 911
and 1+ calls are blocked out. A phone patch is
available and speed codes for the Police, Sheriff,
etc., will be published elsewhere in the Bulletin along
with operating instructions.

Party 97 of the FCC Rules and Regulations will be
thoroughly studied to make sure there are no viola-
tions of the ruies during the "For Sale” or "Swap”
portion of the Public Service Net.

The club is looking into using Bulk Mail and Bar
Codes for the B-VARC Bulletin mailout.

A copy of the B-VARC Bufletin will be mailed to all
advertisers in the Bulletin.

New name tags are in the process of being made.

The next Novice class will begin March 11, 1991,
and will be held on Monday nights at Strake Jesuit.
Approximately 95% of those in the Novice class
who pass the Novice test also pass the Technician
test within 30 days of completing the class.

Aprit Bulletin Deadline

Articles and other material destined to be printed in
the April issue of the B-VARC Bulletin should be sub-
mitted by no later than March 24th. Please give such
to Vincent Orlando WABETS; 8900 Bellaire Boule-
vard; Houston, Texas 77036-4699 or FAX (713)
774-6427.

1991 B-VARC

PUBLIC SERVICE HONOR ROLL
Compiled by Stephen Dunkelberger NSJBL

A. Houston Tenneco Marathon

Borg, Gerry NSAPW
Chambers, Michael N5QCE
Cheek, Ralph NSDNT
Dillard, Ray WASLF

Dunkleberger, Steve NbJBL
Edwards, Glienn WB4LZG
Edwards, Susan KB5ICO
Freedenberg, Henry NGSHF
Garland, Trey KB5CEE
Gordon, Hy NCBA

> PP PrPPPPPPEPIPPPRPD>PEDRP>D

Gordon, Irene NBAY X
Hagerman, Dick WBSSRN
Levy, Larry WDS5DRB
Morrison, Henry WHERIY
Nance, Herb N5GZW
Orlando, Vincent WABETS
Parker, Harold ND5F
Shirk, Steven KB5OLF
Stanley, Tim N5PHM
Van Demark, Jack WNBA
Wade, Don WB5IBT
Warden, Mike WB3HZP
Welch, Bob KESIC
White, Bab KF5ZL
Winford, Clem WB5SHU

Please report corrections or additions to NbJBL




March Meeting
by Bill Todd-Brown, NSMPN

It is a well known fact that hams like to experiment.
Some are successful, most are not. A few of the
more successful ones capture the imagination and
interest of not only other hams, but the public at
large. One of these experiments is the subject of our
March membership meeting.

A little better than 3 months ago, the fruits of many
peoples’ efforts were realized. To say that it was a
success would be an understatement.

Andy MacAllister, WABZIB, will be the speaker at
the March 14th meeting and will aiso have a com-
posite video tape of several amateur camcorder
tapes relative to the launch, flight and eventual
shooting down of the instrument package. The
Helium Balloon Experiment was launched at Hunts-
ville, Texas, and eventually came down near Beau-
mont, Texas.

Andy designed and built most of the instrument
package that was carried by the balloon. The trans-
missions from that flight were copied by hams in
Texas, Oklahoma, and Louisiana, with some in
Arkansas. Another, more elaborate, experiement is
being readied for an April faunch. It is very sophisti-
cated, and Andy will fill us in on the plans for it as
well as tell us about the design, launch, flight and
eventual "shoot down” of the one that was conduct-
ed in December.

Andy has spoken to B-VARC hefore {and we are
going to make him keep coming back until he gets it
right!). Many of you know Andy as a vice-president
of the national AMSAT organization. Well, not only
has he won international recognition for his pioneer-
ing work on satellites but has now "made his mark”
on balloon flights.

So, for a first-class program on something new and
something that we all can participate in, either
directly, or at home by "tuning in", come out to the
B-VARC March membership meeting at the Missouri
City Fire Station at 7:30 pm on March 14th.

There will be plenty of free parking and coffee.

73, Bill — N5MPN

‘la?g Kronberg
Klonberg's airman of the Board
Flagsand WSIHY
Flagpoles

7106 Mapieridge » Houston, Texas 77081 * (713) 666-2371

Need
Better
Coverage?

As an Independent Insurance Agent, I can
provide you with the specific coverage you
need at a very competitive price from the
more than 25 major companies I represent.

PERSONAL BUSINESS
HOMEOWNERS GENERAL LIABILITY
LIFE WORKERS COMP
AUTO PRODUCT LIABILITY
HEALTH LIFE
PERSONAL UUMBRELLA AUTO
FLOOD AVIATION
FIRE MARINE
FARM AND RANCH HEALTH

-
Mike Eason - NG KRU

Danvers Eason Gentle Insurance Agents, Inc.
3723 Westheimer, Houston, 77027
(713) 652-1215

MELTONE
Mﬂé‘ HEARING AIDS
AND AUDIOMETERS

Betier Hcaring nraugh Protessional Care

LAWRENCE COX, Bc, NBC-HIS

CERTIFED AUDIOPROSTHOLOGIST  NSOUZ

BELTONE HEARING AID CENTER

1410 AVENUE H 3708 FONDREN
ROSENBERG, TEXAS 77471 HOUSTON, TEXAS 77034
713/342-1205 713/977-8781

E—



EPO

ELECTRONIC PARTS OUTLET INC.

Stle ettt
FAX (113 7843740
ELECTRONICS, INC."OF TEXAS Components, test equipment,
9890 WESTPARK DR. ® HOUSTON, TEXAS 77063 computers, cable, meters,
Wa stock Laorsen & Hustiler antennaos, Surplus bOUght Gnd SOId.

MFJ tuners X keyers, Ramsey kits, (713) 978—6575 Mon—Fri 9_6. Sﬂturdﬂy 9_5

torsids, and much more!

10X Dinenunt ta Hamy

1991 ATTENDANCE ROSTER

B-VARC GENERAL MEETINGS
CITY ELECTRONIC SUPPLY Derions & Feb
arliene cowman

7015 Atwell KB5?77 Marion Chambers v

Houston, Texas 77081 Kathy Edwards 7

- Carl Hacker 7

(713) 683-60686 Eddie Heikkila v

Alex — WASUHT Michael Howard v

Terri McRae v/

Serving the Electronic Community with a wide WNSA "a‘]":;i"\‘j:nwg ;:::f: d j
variety of small parts: plugs, connectors, wire, NEAFV Al Mattis v
; ; NEAPW Gerry Borg 7

boxes, chassis, toroids, RF chokes, etc. NEBZN Emmatt Jackaon ’
( | NO&BC Elton Kytle v

Now stocking Larsen antennas! KG5CE Larry Stenger Y

KABDKS Ken MeAninch v

KBSDNT Ralph Chesk v

WDECTQ Dick Bigselow v

WAZ2EJO Robert Benger v/

WABETS Vincent Oriando v

. NDG&F Harold Parker v

(713) S87-1084 NBFNA Clint Gilliland 4

KISFO Terry Onda v

HAMMER COMMUNICATIONS AKSG Randy Pollard v
KTEH Mike Strong v/

DAVE & CINDY HAMMER KB5ICO Susan Edwards v

2407 QUIVER DR. WBBIGG Stu Lamkin v

HQUSTON. TX 77087 WSIHY Lou Kronberg v

WJEB & NELXE KBSION Melvin Thatcher v

AASJW Carl Albrecht v

RADIO CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR, INSTALLATION KGEKV Chariles Prochaska /s
BROADCAST & TOWER SERVICES NEKXU Bill Dessens v

KBBLFU Rogar Pokladnik v

WB4LZG Glenn Edwards 7

NEMPN Bill Todd-Brown v

KBSOBB Eddia Runner, Jr. v

KB&OLF Staphen Shirk v/

NEPHL Ron Shorthosa v

WA3PMT Stevan Deaktor v

Do you have experience in sales, management, human NEPNX Eddia Runner, Sr. s
resources, management training, personnel, teaching or NEQCE Michael Chambers v
coaching? Then you owe it to yourseif to investigate the N5QvI Jordan Kossack v
opportunities available with our company. We are a young, NSRQO Sharon Grimes v/
. . h NERYZ Richard Bearden v
expanding local management development firm looking for WABSCE Ron Grimes 7
individuals with the above experience. High income potential, WEBSVYR Chuck Tayior 7
performance bonuses and advancement. Will train. Full-time KFBVZ Brenson Abbott v
and part-time positions available. Send your resumé to: KASYSL Rick Meyer s
David {AASGA) or Karla (NSLGS) Dyaer KFSZL Bt Thte .

The Performance Leadership Group )
10210 W. Bellfort, #102
Houston, Texas 77099
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