Editor in Chief: Vincent Orlando, WASBETS

About the Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club . . .

B-VARC BULLETIN

The Monthly Publication of the
BRAZOS VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
Serving Fort Bend and Harris Counties

774-7651 (0800-2100 hrs)

Organized in 1977, the club has been growing steadily. It is a gathering place for HAM radio operators
in Fort Bend and Southwest Harris Counties, and surrounding communities. It is a general-purpose type of
HAM club offering a variety of activities open to all interested persons. Membership is open, not only to
licensed HAM operators, but also to anyone interested in the hobby. In addition to regularly-scheduled
membership meetings, the club each year conducts classes leading to amateur radio licenses, and each month
sponsors a volunteer-examiner team that offers examinations in all levels of HAM licenses.

To obtain information about the club and its various activities, please call the Houston Amateur Radio Helpline
(713) 488-4HAM (488-4426). For information about joining the club, contact Randy Pollard AK5G: residence

729-6484 or work 224-3930.

Volume: 15 Issue: 9

September 1992

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

From: Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
P. O. Box 1630
Missouri City, Texas 77459

B-VARC MEETING SCHEDULE

Thurs, Sept. 10 General Meeting
7:30 pm Sugar Land Community Center

Program: Services of the
ARRL by West Guif Director
| Tom Comstock, N5TC

Thurs, Oct. 1 Board Meeting
7:30 pm Missouri City Fire Station

Allen Mattis NSAFV
5314 Wigton
Houston, TX 77096
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. Notes From The President . . .
by Randy Pollard, AKSG

“7'y how time seems to fly! Here we go already
siarting the {ast third of tha year. But don't fee! that
the club can just coast into the New Yaar. For
B-VARC the busiest part of the year is just begin-
ning. We have to provide communications for the
GAAC races and the ALA bike race. We will be
administering the testing at the Houston
hammcomm. We will have four more meetings,
saventeen mare Monday night nets, seventesn more
Wednesday night nets, seventeen more Saturday
morning breakfasts, four more sidewalk sales, and
threa mare monthly newslatters. Also, we will have
our annual picnic and our annual efection of officers
as well as one more novice class. Whew! what a
yaar (eft! [ cannot do all of this by myself sa get off
of your waikie talkie and help volunteer for or chair
ong of these events,

The speaker for the Saeptember 10th mesting will be
Tom Comstock, NSTC, who is our West Guif ARAL
Director. Tom will talk to us ahout the workings of
the ARRL. Remamber that B-VARC has been racog-
nized by the ARRL with the coveted status of
/_’{ipeciaa‘ Service Club.

ctober will be Vice-President month. Ralph Cheek,
KBSDNT, will write next month's newsletter article,
arrange the program, and conduct the meeting. See
you in two months.

73 de AKSG

Election Ballots Arrive Soon
by Harold Parker, NDSF

This fall the members of the ARAL's West Guif
Division again have the opportunity to chooss the
director who will represent us on the League’s Board
of Directors for the 1993.1994 term. There are a
total of fiftean ARRL Dirgctors serving two-year
terms who govern all of the League’s activities:
seven elected in the odd numbered years and eight
in the aven numbered.

The directors of the ARRL are required regularly to

7rake decisions on the controversial issues which
seriougly affact our daily ham activities, and it is
particularly important this year that we slect the
official who has the knowledge. experience, and
leadership ability to do the job.

B8-VARC RAG CHEW CHECK-INS
3.960 MHz 8:00 pm Wednasdays
Compiled by Melvin Thatcher KBSION

Juby 29, 1992
KBSION NCS, KBS, WSEFB, NSWMB, WBSSRN,
KISSC, W5IHY, NSAFV, KBSLFU, KGSKY, AK5G,
N5JBL, NSYKR

August 5, 79892
KBSION NCS. WBHEFB, KISSC, NSAFY, NSOAC,
AKBG, WBGLD, NSUDG, NEWMB, WEIHY, KEGSH,
NEKXU, XBSDNT

Aupust 12, 1992
KB5LFU NCS, KBBION, KESSR, KBEDNT, WSIHY,
WSEFB, NBAFV, KGBKY, AK5G

August 19, 1992
KBSION NCS, NSWMB, WSEFB, WSIHY, KESSR,
NSAFV, KIBSC, KSDIY, NSMCK, WABOEN,
KSBOD, KBSDNT, NSKXU, KG5KV, KBSLFU

Ayt 26, 1992
KBBION NCS, NEMCK, XI5SC, WEEFE, WSIHY,
KBBLFU, KESSR, KISCE, WSGLD, KEDIY, NSWMB,
NSAFY, WASOEN, KG5KV

As you know, these are curcial times for the future
of amateur radio. The League needs dedicated
directors who can mest the challenges of these
rapidly changing times. The only way to make sure
the right person is slacted is for each member of the
division to study carefully the record of each ¢andi-
date and VOTE!

The job of ARRL director is demanding. It requires a
person who knows the issuas, knows how (0 work
with others, and who is a proven leader.

Tha very familiar name that you will be seeing again
on this year's ballot for the ARRL West Gulf Division
Director is Tom Comstock, NSTC. Tom is well
kriown to all of us at 8-VARC. He has been active in
all our West Gulf Division activities for many years.
We elected Tom our director in 1981, and he has
done an outstanding job sarving us tor the past two
years. He wili be the feature speaker at B-VARC's
September membership meeting, and | hope that you
all plan to attend to welcome Tom back to B-VARC.

Tom has served amateur radio at the national,
division, and saction levels for the past seventeen
yoars. He i committed to excellance in amateur




radic. His years as an ARRL director and vice-direc-
tor, as volunteer examinar, teacher, emergency
communicator, traffic handler. section official ag wall
ashis daily on-the-air involvemen in all phases of
matewr radic have given him the sxperience re-
quired ta do this important job for us. Please consid-
er Tom’s excellent record and outstanding qualifica-
tions for this job when you mark your ballot.

VOTE |

All ARRL members living in the West Gulf Divigiaa
will begin receiving their ballots in the mait shortly
after October 1st, Your ballot must be received at
the ARRL Headquarters before November 20th in
order to ba valid.

When you recetve your ballot, cargfully consider the
qualifications of all the candidates ang VOTE!

Be wmue to mall in your ballat before Hlovember 142,

NWS Weather Spotter Meeting
by Allen Mattis, NSAFV

On August 13, 1992, Mr. Bill Read, KBSFYA, Meteo-
rologist-in-Charge of the League City office of the
National Weather Service held a meeting with
Houston area amateuwr radio operstors who were
interested in weather spotting. This weather spotter
maeting coincided with the August B-VARC general
membaership mesting. The conflict in schedul ing was
unintentional, and Bob White, KFSZL, whe hosted
the meating at the Mouston EQC apologized for the
conflict,

Eill Read began the meeting by summarizing changas
currently underway within the NWS. The installation
of the doppler radar at League City this past spring
was discussed, and a number of doppler images
from recent severe weathar episodes in the Housten
area were shown, flead then wesented a briof
history of the development of weather spotting.

Current spotter activity was discussed, and Read
indicated that the NWS wants raparts from spotters
regarding the following items:

—

. Confirmation of tornadoas

2. Tornado precursors — starm structure
3. Winds greater than 50 mph or damage reports sy
4. Hail % inch diameter or larger

5. Flooding

6. Measurable rainfall greater than 1 inch

7. Verification of public reparts of severs weather

Read also indicated that the NWS was interested in
reports of intense lightning activity. He feels tha
disciplined spotters should maintain silence unless
they have something to raport. The NWS would like
10 have weather nets in sach county. These nets
should be operated by local authorities and would be
activated by NWS cail up or by focal initiative. The
NWS will not conduct these nets. Reports fram the
various county nets should be relayed to the NWS
on the 146.84 rapeater which is maintained by the
Houstan Office of Emergancy Management.

Read then discussed the Houston NWS Skywarn
Ptan, which consists of the following stepa:

1. identify potential weather spocter groups — Fafl,
1992

2. Provide basic weather spatter training — January
and February, 1993

3. Exercise the system during 1993 severe wuﬂla;.\
sa250n

4. Re-evaiuate for necessary modifications and
additional training — late 1993

The NWS would like to have all spotter groups set
up and trained arior to the 1983 severe weather
season. Any amateur operators interested in weather
spotting should watch for future announcements of
training sessions.

Meeting Notes From Your Vice-President
by Ralph Cheek, KBSDNT

Ham radio operators from B-VARC are known as
dependahle when it comes to providing communica-
tions for public service events and in emergency
situations, When normal communications systems
are either overioaded, disrupted because of a disas-
ter, or nan-existent over the area required, B-VARC
i3 there 10 provide Communications assistance fo;_\
otficials who are protecting our life and property.

So how well do we look out for our own safety
while on the Houston streets, in our homes o
automobiles? Can we reduce our vulnerability and




* that of our family arxl friends as crime statistics
creep every closer 10 our neighborhoods? Can we
,~aact to crime in a way that would impeove our odds

survival or that will better protect our selves and
our family from burglary, assault, or rape?

How would you deal with an attacker when he
points a knife or a gun at you? What should you do
if a car-jacker steals his way into your car, points a
weapon at you and says "Drive.” (Calling CQ is not
the answer.)

These and many other questions will be answered in
a valuable seminar that may one day save your life
or that of a family member. This fres personal safety
saminar will be the program for our regular October
B-VARC meeting. Hope to see you there on October
8, 1992. This would be @ good meeting for wives
and husbands to attend!

B-VARC Public Service Dates
by Stephen Dunkelbarger, NSJBL

7 VARC will sponsor a public service training semi-
oar on Septamber 21st. This seminar will provide in-
formation on the role of HAM radio communicstions
in public sarvice events. It isrecommended as either
a refresher for more axperieniced hams or 88 an in-
troduction for those new to the hobby or to public
servica. Topics will includea:

What's it all about

Guidelines

Discussion of procedures

in class practice

Staying within the FCC guidelines

Bring your 2-mater handie talkie!
Talk in frequency: 145.470

DATE: September 21, 7:00 - 9:00
PLACE: Suake Jesuit Collage Preparatory
8900 Bellsire Boulevard

HAM voluntaers are needed far the fallowing public
service evems this fali:

- 20K Warmup Run October 10
(AL Bike Ride October 17-18
25K Warmup Run November 22"
30K Warmup Run December 12
Houston Marathon January 24

* Note: the 25K Run hae been chenged t November 22

If you would like to register for any of these events
or have guestions about any of them, please call
Stephen Dunkelberger, N6JBL, at 781-8703.

The World of 10-10 Intemational
by Al Mattis, NSAFV

The Ten Ten Summer Phone QSO Party took place
on August 1-2, 1992, and the Houston S.H.O.T.
Chapter made another run at winming the chapter
compatition. Thanks to all the operators who
checked in to the contest nets giving valuable pcints
to the chapter. During the contest, | worked KG5IT,
WASOEN, KBSION, NSOUT and WSEFB, who are all
B-VARC members. If you missed the contest, you
missed a couple of super summer opanings on ten
maeters. Bacause of limited operating tima, | had one
of the lower scores in the chapter, but I still worked
sixteen states and three foreign countries. Both DX
and non-local stateside stations werse coming in 58
at times,

If you are a S.H.O.T, member and worked the
contest, please send your log to Mike Davidson,
KCS5CP, as soon as possibla. in one past contest, 8
Houston station sent in a log with sixteen contacts
for thirty-two points. The S.H.0.T. Chapter won the
contest by less than thirty points that year! The
chaptar needs all logs, no matter how many or how
few contacts they represent.

The week end of August 15-16, 1992, was the
annual Ten Ten paper chasers’ get together in Reno,
Nevada. This group of certificate collectors has baen
meeting in Reno for the last ten ysars. Attendance at
the meeting in recent ysars has ranged from fifty to
seventy-five people. Thesa avid ten-meter gperators
come from all over the United States and even from
Canada, It's always a pleasure 1o meet someons in
person after you have been talking to them on the
air, and it"s even more enjoyable when they five in
another state.

The Houston S.H.O.T, net meets every Tuesday
éverning at 8:00 pm local time on 28.488 Mhz. All
amateurs are welcome to check in, even if they do
not have a Ten Ten number. If you are not a member
of Ten Ten International and wish to join the organi-
zation, please check in to the net. There are a lot of
exciting activities in Ten Ten, and many friendly
people can be found on tha 10-meter band.

73 de NSAFV
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Results of the August Amateur Exams
by Harold Parker. NDSF

B-VARC agam sponsored ang administered the
ARRL‘'s Amateur Radio Examinations that were heid
on Tuesday svening, August 11, 1992, at Sirake
Jasuit College Preparatory in Houston.

The V.E. Team
Glenn Lewis, KISCE
Harold Parker, NDSF
Jos Tarrant, KSDIY

Assistants
Carl Albrecht, AASJW
Cass Germany, KG5IT
hrene Gordon, NBAYX

A total of sixtesn exams were admijmastered during
the evening to eleven applicants. Four unlicensed
candidates received their rew "no-code” Tachnician
ficense and one other upgraded with a total of 1en
elampnts passed. The overall "pass rate” far the
gvening was sixty-three percent.

Congratulations 1o all the following wha upgraded
and/or passed axams:

Philip Burrow, KBSQPX — Elgment 1B
Estaban Cordova, KBSTAJ — Elemant 48
Frank Lanza — Technician
Kenneth Miller — Technician
Rachel Prochaska — Technician
Dawvid Sroith — Techsician
Willard VanDevender, KBESGR — Advanced
Many thanks to ail the Team fMembers and Assis-

tants who volunteer their valuable time and effort
aach month.

All of us at B-VARC again thank Vincent, WABETS,
and everyone at Strake Jesuit College Preparatory
for making these excellert classroom facilities avail-
abfe to us for our exams each month.

73's ... ND5SF

On The Bands
by Randy Pollard, AK5G

B8IG thanks to Andy McAllister WASZIB for the FB
August program and alsa to AKSG for arranging it -..
N5TGM Saturday Breakfast greeter ... What does
“monitoring” mean on the repeatar after your cal
sign? Do you only want to listen and not talk? ..,
Will KG5KV's truck make it to 400,000 miles? ...

How jate does the late night crew on .47 repeater
stay up? ... Sad, the Novice license will soon be VE
admitustered ... NASKR sglling fcom and buying the —
great Kenwood? ... B-VARC brag: We are now th
jargest club in Texas .., NSUOA is Mr. Weatherman.
... Bast kept secret Houston Hammcomm will be
Nov. 8-8 .,. Perseid metear fun AASBO, KG5C8 rain
out ... Austin hammcomm NSTGM, KAGTEN,
NSUOG, AASBD, KGSCB ... Remember if you dan‘t
want ta ba in this column, doa‘t say it on the air ...

73 de AKBG
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MaNAGENENT TECHMOLOGY
Able to see the forest for the trees!

Our business cvalgations provide a fresh

handie the
perspective o problems faciog

RON RARRES
{2k NIMED)

Better Heartog Through Prolessional Care
LAWRENCE COYX, sc. NBc-H1s

CETWND ARNOFROSTHOLOOT  NBDUI

BELTONE HEARING AID CENTER
319 AVBMUR N M PONDATN
ROSENMEG, TRXAS 774N HOSSTOM, TEXAL 770056
713/341.1205 7R4977an|

October Bufletin Deadline

Articles anvd other material destined to be printed in
the October issue of the B-VARC Bulietin should ba
submitted by no Jater than September Z26th. Please
sand the material to Vincent Orlando WASETS; 8907
Bellaire Boulevard; Houston, Texas 77036-4699 o,
FAX (713) 774-6427.




' 1992 ATTENDANCE ROSTER

B-VARC GENERAL MEETINGS
f-\
AASJW Carl Albrecht
WA4FBG Dick Atkinson
NETUCO Richard Baker
KB5RZI Don Barnett
Tommy Bohls
NSAPW Gerry Borg
AASZK Bob Brigham
NSPKW Beth Brown
NSNTO Don Brown, Jr.
KBSKLY Don Brown, Sr.
Phil Cates
N50OUZ Lawrence Cox
KBSDNT Ralph Chesek
KISZD George Clark
NSOUZ Lawrence Cox
NGTGN Alan Crawford
NBYKY Barbara Cree!
NSLYB Fred Creal
Richard Culver
NSUNE Tony Cypert
NBKXU Bill Dessens
WASF Ray Dillard
NBYKX Bob Duer
NSJBL Stephen Dunkelberger
5KNC Alicia Dyer
A5GA David Dyer
«B5GUY Debra Dyer
N5SLGS Karla Dyer
WB4LZG Glenn Edwards
KBSICO Susan Edwards
KB5TOJ Michasl Gentle
W5GHK Allen Glueck
Becky Glueck
WASOEN Steve Gottlieb
John Grimes
WABSCE Ron Grimes
N540Q0 Sharon Grimes
KBSLDY Carl Hacker
NBVRR Don Madley
NSVCX Mike Hardwick
KB5SKU James Hassiwood
NSULX Jan Hays
NSUOH Max Hays
NSXHF Ben Hertzog
NSJOH Paul Holcombe
KESSR Doug Holley
N5ULZ Kelly Hughes
NSYKY Marc James
WG5EFB Jim Jeffries
KESHE Jim Jennings
KGSCB Bill Kemp
NEXGW Charles Keng
r-N5UOG Bud King
Grayson Knapp
NSQVI Jordan Kgssack
W5SIHY Lou Kronberg
NSOUT Dick Kruse
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KB5TIB
WDSDRB
N1GZQ
KC1vVW
N4SKR
NSAFV
WASZIB
KABDKS
WBESUTM
NSWLY
AASLF
NSRBT
WASETS

ND5F
KISDR
KB5LFU
AKSG

KGSKV

NSYKR

NSNAS
AASBD
NSPNX
NSXGT
KASTUQ
NSYYN
KSHFY
NSURI

NSSDL
N5SPRC
NSYJF
KBSEXM

N5RPQ
NSWMA
NSTGM
WBSVYR
KBSION

KD5JC
WNGA
NSKID
WELIBT
NSXWB
NSZUE
KF5ZL
KAQGTEN
J73TW
NEYYP
NSCPA
WS5GLD
KK5W

Eiton Kytle
Martha Kytle
Michast Lay
T. J. Layton

Larry Levy
Grace Magiin
Roy Maglin

Gailen Marshall
Al Mattis
Andy MacAllister
Ken McAninch
Scott Merryman
Robert Meyars
Steve Moynihan
Art Neumevyer
Vincent Orlando
Sandra Owen
Harold Parker
Scott Pederson
Roger Pokladnik
Randy Pollard
Pollard Harmonic
Charles Prochaska
Julia Prochaska
Rachsl Prochaska
Jessica Ricco
Jedy Ricco
Michasl Ricco
Robsrt Ricco
Vic Richard
Joe Ross
Eddie Runner
Gene Russall
Don Schexnailder
Kelly Scott
Claude Sessions
Guy Shechter
Bill Shirk
Steve Shirk
Steve Skelton
Duffy Slade
Irv Smith
Stuart Smith
Tony Summerville
Qraida Starr
Frank Stiver
Charles Taylor
teivin Thatcher
Raymond Tiffany
Ed Truitt
Jack Van Demark
Terri Van Slyks
Don Wade
Donn Washburn
Gerald Webh

Bob White
Betty Wilcox

Tony Williams
Larry Wilson

Sam Wilson
Frank Wood
Al Zermeno
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GADGETEER'S ELECTRONIC
SUPPFLY

M0 WESTPARMK DIgVE MFJ
NOUSTON, T 77083 ARAL
ME {719 U7S48TH ALINCO
A (713 5789878 LARSEN
HUSTLER
LAKEVIEW
VAN GORDON

0% HECOUNT TO HAMS
(On Secied Marchwvdse)

LOU MARING
PRESOENT

CITY ELECTRONIC SUPPLY

7015 Atwell
Houston, Texas 77081
(713) 663-8066
Alex — WABUHT

Serving the Flectronic Community with a wide
vanisty of small parts: plugs, connectors, wire,
Doxas, chassis, toroids, RF chokes, efc.

Now stocking Larsen antannast

CarStareca * Car Alarma * Car Phones
Cuatom instaiation Services

River Oaks Car Stereo

5532 Weslaysn
Eddie Runnes - NSPIX (behind Randalis)
{712 881-9081 Houston, TX 77008

KSAAD PHOME T13-7207200
waUw 1.480-211-3067 {U.5.)

1.

Lou Kronberg
Qhairrnan of the Board
WSINY

S

v
—
mﬂ

h!

TI06 Mapleridge » Houston, Texas 77081 * (713) 666-2371

EPO

ELECTRONIC PARTS OUTLET INC.
2515 FONDREN, HOUSTON, TEXAS TT089 @ (715 784-0140

FAX [N TRMET40

Components, test equipment,
computers, cable, meters,

surplus bought ond sold.

Mon—Fri 9—6, Soturday 9-5

(713} 587-1084

HAMMER COMMUNICATIONS

WJ58 & NSLXE

RADIO CONSTRUCTION, FBPAIR, SNSTALLAT KON
BROADCAST & TOWER SRMVICES

RUN YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE!

Contact: Steve Gottliieb, WASOEN

bus. 785-4648, res, 933-7249 I




A. Houston Marathon
B. MS 150 Bike Ride

Albrecht, Carl
Borg, Gerry
Brigham, Bob
Cheek, Ralph
Clemmons, Bill
Creel, Fred
Cypert, Tony
Deaktor, Steve
Dessens, Bill
Dillard, Ray
Dunkelberger, Steve
Edwards, Glenn
Edwards, Susan
Eilers, Wade
Fitch, Rick
Freedenberg, Henry
Gordon, Irene
Hacker, Carl
Hadley, Don
Hagerman, Dick
Hammer, Dave
Hardwick, Mike
Harris, Ron
Hughes, Kelly
Jackson, Emmet
Kemp, Bill

King, Bud
Kozinetz, Claudia
Kytle, Elton

Lay, Michael
Levy, Larry
Lewis, Glenn
Mattis, Allen

1992 B-VARC

PUBLIC SERVICE HONOR ROLL

Compiled by Stephen Dunkelberger, NSJBL

C. Clean Air Challenge Bike Ride

AASJW B
NSAPW AD
AASZK BD
KBSDNT A,B.C
NSXWT D
NGLYB D
NSUNE 8D
WA3PMT D
NSKXU ACD
WASF ABC

N5JBL D
WB4LZG AB
KBSICO AB
WNSTEN B
N5XVZ D
NSHF A
NBAYX A
KBSLDY A.C.D
NSVRR D
WB5SRN A,B.C,D
wJsB B
NSVCX AB
NSMKO ABC
NSULZ A
NSRXN A
KG5CB B,D
NSUOG A,BCD
N5VCZ A,CD
NO5C D
NSPTN AB
WD5DREB A.D
KISCE D
NSAFV A,D

Please report corrections or additions to NSJBL

Micnhimer, Terry
Maorrison, Henry
North, Max
Onda, Terry
Orlando, Vincent
Parker, Harold
Pederson, Scott
Pokladnik, Roger
Pollard, Randy
Prochaska, Charlie
Richard, Vic
Rickets, Robert
Rogers, Dennis
Ross, Joe
Shechter, Guy
Skelton, Steve
Shirk, Stephen
Shorthose, Ron
Smith, Irv
Snitkin, Richard
Stanley, Tim
Starr, Oraida
Stiver, Frank
Thatcher, Mel
Van Demark, Jack
Wade, Don
Webb, Gerald
White, Bob
Whitehead, Lawrence
Williams, Tony
Wilcox, Betty
Wilson, Bill
Winford, Clem

KISDR
KBSLFU
AKSG
KG5KV
NSNAS
NSJKD
NSVRP
AASBD
NSURI
N5SPRC
NS5SDL
NSPHL
KBSEXM
NSVTV
NSPHM
NSWMA
NSTGM
KBSION
WNSA
WBSIBT
NSZUE
KF5ZL
KI50T
J73TW
KAOTEN
KASGHI
WB5SHU

D. B-VARC Special Event Station

()

w
O




BRAZOS-VALLEY
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

FREE !
Novice, Technician,
& No-Code Technician
LICENSE CLASSES

at
Strake Jesuit

College Preparatory

Q
8900 Bellaire Boulevard

B beginning )
| October 19, 1992°¢
24 7:00 pm

FOR INFORMATION, CALL:

Glenn Edwards, WB4LZG
(713) 498-7425




