B-VARC BULLETIN

The Monthly Publication of the
BRAZOS VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
Serving Fort Bend and Harris Counties

Editor in Chief: Kelley Hughes NSULZ (713) 499-9806 FAX: (713)499-0279

About the Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club . . .

Organized in 1977, the club has been growing steadily. It is a gathering place for HAM radio operators in Fort Bend and
Southwest Harris Counties, and surrounding communities. It is a general-purpose type of HAM club offering a variety of activities
open to all interested persons. Membership is open, not only to licensed HAM operators, but also to anyone interested in the hobby.
In addition to regularly-scheduled membership meetings, the club each year conducts classes leading to amateur radio licenses,
and each month sponsors a volunteer-examiner team that offers examinations in all levels of HAM licenses.

To obtain information about the club and its various activities, please call the Houston Amateur Radio Helpline (713) 488-4HAM
(488-4426). For information about joining the club, contact Randy Pollard, AKSG, at (713) 667-5123.

Volume: 17 Issue: | January 1994

| o
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

From: Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club, Inc. -
P. O. Box 1630 /9ah
Missouri City, Texas 77459

This will be your LAST newsletter if you have not renewed your membership!!

B-VARC MEETING SCHEDULE
Thursday Jan. 27 Annual B-VARC Awards Banquet Allen Mattis NSAFV
6:30 pm Houston Engineering & Scientific 5314 Wigton Drive
Society, 3121 Buffalo Speedway Houston, TX 77096
Thursday Feb.3 Board Meeting
7:30 pm Sugar Land Community Center
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B-VARC Board of Directors Meeting

December 2, 1993
by Bud King, NSUOG

A quorum of the B-VARC Board of Directors met at the Sugar Land
Community Center on December 2, 1993. This was the twelfth
meeting of the Board for the 1993 calendar year. The following
Board members were in attendance: Betty Wilcox, KAOTEN; Doug
Hollev, KESSR; Vincent Orlando. WASETS; Sam Wilson, N5CPA;
Randy Polard, AK5G. Victor Richard, NSNAS; Mel Thatcher,
KBSION, and Bud King, NSUOG.

President Betty Wilcox, KAOTEN, opened the meeting at 7:30 P.M.

The minutes of the November 4th meeting were submitted by Bud
King, NSUOG, and approved as modified, and published, in the
December Bulletin

Club Treasurer Sam Wilson, NSCPA, reported a balance of $3699.69
in the Treasury as of November 30, 1993. The Treasurer's report was
upanimously approved.

Vice President Doug Holley, KESSR, reported that the B-VARC
code class would have a test session, conducied by the V.E. Team
headed by Harold Parker, NDSF, on December 13, 1993, The test
session would end the activity for the time being. Doug made it
known that if sufficient interest was indicated there was a possibility
that the B-VARC code class could be resumed after the first of the
year.

Clawdia Kozinetz, N5VCX, who chairs the B-VARC Public Service
Events Committee, was unable 1o attend the meeting. Claudia had
previously submitted the commitiee’s 1993 Annual Report to Betty
Wilcox. The report consisted of five topics: Events; Participation;
Publicity and Newsletter; Materials and Preparations, and Recom-
mendations. President Betty Wilcox expressed her appreciation for
a job well done to Claudia at the time she accepted the report. Allen
Mattis, NSAFV, gave the Board a brief "Human Events” report on the
last 25K warm-up race. He stated that an expanded report will appear
in the January issue of the Bulletin.

Mel Thatcher, KBSION, reporting on the B-VARC Rag Chew Net
stated that they coatinue to have an average of fifteen check-ins every
session.

Michael Ricco, NSYKR, expressed his gratitude to those who
participated with him as the Net Control for the B-VARC Public
Service Net in 1993. Randy Pollard, AK5G, as Presideni of the
MER.A. repester board of directors, explained 1o those in attendance
the poticy of the ME.R.A. repeater board as to the disposition of the
repeater control codes.

Vincent Orlando, WASETS, reported that Kelley Hughes, NSULZ,
has accepted the position of Editor in Chief of the B-VARC Bulletin.
Vincent also reported that the Club membership had reached 275. A
lively discussion foliowed Vincent's report concerning the cost of the
Bulletin the mailing of the Bulletin; and the possibility of raising
«annual dues in order to defray the increased expenses. A motion was
approved by the Board to appoint Carl Hacker, KBSLDY, as

B-VARC RAG CHEW CHECK-INS
3.960 MHz 8:00 pm Wednesdays
Compiled by Melvin Thatcher, KB5ION

November 24, 1993
KBS5ION (Net Control), N5CPA KISSC. ABSOK.
NSKXV, WN3SA, NAYNM, WSIHY KI5CE,
NSYKR. KE5SR, NSUOG, W5G..D, KG5KV

December {, 1993
KE5SR (Net Controi),NSUOG, KG3KV. KB3[ON.
NSCPA, NSOAC, N5AFV, KISSC, WASYNI.
KK5W, AASIJW, WSIHY, WSEFB, N3YKR.
WASOEN

December 8, 1993
KBSION (Net Control), KESSR, ABSOK. Kiast.
WBSSRN, W5GHK, WSEFB, WASDIG, N3UQG.
N50AC, NSCPA, W5MHY, KG5KV, NSYKR.
KIKSW, AASTW, KBSPAJ, KBSKJT, N2QOQH.
KBSIAUMM, WASIBT, KD4BLA, NL7YV
December 15, 1993
NSCPA (Net Control), KBSION, N5OAC,
KGSKV, KASWMO, WSIHY, KI5SSC, KB5PAJ.
WNSA, ABSOK, WASDIG, KK5W, N3YKR
December 22, 1993
NSCPA (Net Control), WSIHY, KG3SKV, KisSC.
WA9YNIJ, N3UOG, KBSION, W5EFB
December 29, 1993
KBSION (Net Control), AB5SOK, N5OAC.
KG3KV, KISSC, NSAFY, W5GHK, N5CPA,
WASDIG, NSUOG, N5YKR

chairman, and any mumber of available past presidents of B-VARC 1o
a committee for the purpose of studying and formulating a pian 10
keep B-VARC solvent. It is expected the committee will report back
to the Board at the February Board meeting.

Betty Wilcox discussed the annual banquet as to the door prizes.
awards, and the program.

Randy Pollard requested that a commitiee of B-VARC members be
formed for the purpose of attending an organizational meeting of the
Houston Hem Com, Inc.. This request was the result of an invitation
sent to Randy by Richard T. Shankle, NSKV, the president of Ham
Com, Inc.. The commmittee will consist of the following: Doug [olley,
KE5SR, Harold Parker, ND5F, and Claudia Sessions, K>HFY.

Bill Dessens, NSKXU, requested and received permission 1o accept
Lou Kronberg's, WSIHY, proposal to fumish B-VARC a three-toot
by ten-foot banner at a cost of $120.

The Board, as a whole and separately, congratulated Betty Wilcox for
doing such a fine job during her year as President of B-VARC. Randy
Pollard thanked the officers, Board inembers, and all Charrpersons for
their services they had contributed to B-VARC during 1593

Betty Wilcox adjourned the meeting at 9:15pm.




POSTSCRIPT TO THE DOW

CHEMICAL DOWNTOWN 25K
by Al Mattis, NSAFV

The amateur radio operators who provided communications
for the Dow Chemical Downtown 25K in November will be
interested to learn that the biggest round of applause at the
finush was for Robert London, the blind rusuter who fintshed the
race in 2 hours 41 minutes. Robert, who plans 10 run the
Houston-Tenneco marathon, took one wrong tum in the race,
but was immediately heiped by nearby runners. We all wish
Robert the best of luck in his effort to run a marathon.

Another runner, Gary Heintman, was not as lucky. Gary
collapsed with severe leg pain near mile 14 just cast of Waugh
Drive, and was taken by ambulance to St. Joseph's Hospital, It
was determined that he had a several-day-old stress fracture of
the left femur, and according to doctors, his running days are
over. Gary had been training for the Houston-Tenneco
marathon. The 25K race director, Bill Hadley, visited
Heintman at the hospital and presented him with a finisher's T-
shirt.

Again, on behalf of the race officials, thank you to all of the
amateur radio operators who helped provide race communica-
tions.

Bellone T e
LAWRENCE COX, sc. Npc-HIS

BELTONE HEARING AID CENTER

410 AVENGE N
TEAR TYATY

713/342-1208

708 PONDRER
NOUSTON, TEXAS F7EM
T3/ 47749781

DX-VACATION PLANNED!

B-VARC member Don Daze, KC5AK, and Amy Reenan,
KCS5DII, will soon be combining their two favorite hobbies:
DX and Travel. They will operate /VP2M from the island of
Montserrat in the British West Indies. Both SSB and CW will
be utilized to contact as many stations as possibic on the 80
through 10 meter bands, QSL with an SASE to KC5AK, 8706
Winningham Lane, Houston, TX 77055. DX stations may
QSL via the Bureaw. Operation will take piace from January 30
through February 5, 1994.

SUMMARY OF B-VARC's 1993 EXAM_

PROGRAM
by Harold Parker, NDSF -

B-VARC initiated the ARRL's Volunteer Tesung Program
on February 23, 1985 in the Training Room of the Missouri
City Police Department, a short while after the FCC discon-
tinued their Amateur Testing Program. We continue to be
most active group of Volunteer Examiners 1n the South
Texas area.

B-VARC's Exam Teams administered exam sessions every
month of 1993 except in June when Strake Jesuit was
remodeling the classrooms. Exams were also conducted for
the Spring B-VARC Novice class, the Fali B-VARC
Novice/Technician Class, the "special” Morse Code Class
and for the 6th consecutive year at the Houston Ham
Convention in November. B-VARC Teams examined only
30 candidates at the 1993 Houston Ham Convention. a
significant reduction from the crowds in past vears, probably
because of poor advertisement of the convention. Our
regular Tuesday night sessions continue to be very popular
however, averaging 17 candidates per session. Twenty-one
(21) candidates attended the January and July sessions and
twenty-two (22) attended in December.

A total of 425 exams were administered during the v
228 applicants, a slight reduction from 1992. New lice.. .
were issued to 79 candidates: 6 Novice, 14 Techmician w/HF
and 2 General, but the "codeless" Technician License was
again the most popular with 57 being issued! Fifty (50)
others upgraded by passing a total of 279 clements: 14
Technician w/HF, 10 General, 14 Advanced and 12 Extra's.
The overall "pass rate” on all the exams taken during the vear

was nearly 66% percent.

The FCC and the ARRL allows all exam groups to recover
the actual expenses associated with administering the V E.
Program by retaining up to $4.00 of cach applicant's test fee
collected at each examination. B-VARC's exam Teams have
never incurred any significant expenses so we continue to
send 100% of ali fees collected directly to the ARRL after
every test session, No fees have ever been retained from any
examination sponsored by B-VARC.

Many thanks to all the V.E. Team Members and Assistants
who volunteered their valuable time and effort each month.
Again, you have made a significant contnbution to B-
VARC’s great success this past year. All of us at B-VARC
again thank Vincent, WASETS, and everyone at Strake Jesuit
College Preparatory for making these excellent clas  m
facilities available for our exams each month.

We will be looking forward to another great year dunng
1994!




/\ THE DRIFTNET BOUY CONTROVERSY

by Al Mattis, NSAFV

-~~~ During the past two years a controversy has developed

regarding the use of drifinet buoys. These radio buoys are
used to mark drifinets used by fishermen at sea. The contro-
versy has developed for a number of reasons, and the issue is
quite complex.

Two United Nations resolutions have been passed which ban
the use of drifinets. The drifinets have been called "curtains
of death” by those opposed o them. The arguments against
driftnet use have been very persuasive, and the United States
joined most other nations in banning this type of fishing.

Many amateur radio operators and SWL's have reported
hearing drifinet buoys from 1600 to 1800 kHz, and more
recently above 1800 kHz in the 160 meter amateur band.
Over 500 drifinet buoys have been logged in the United
States between 1600 kHz and 2000 kHz, and approximately
100 of these were in the 160 meter amateur band. The
ARRL has shown a lack of interest in this infringement of
amateur radio spectrum. The FCC has likewise shown no
interest, and in fact, claims to have no knowledge of these
buoys. However, the Gettysburg office of the FCC continues
to process FCC Form 574, an application for buoy use, and a
letter to them will get you a blank Form 574 and a 36 page
instruction booklet on how to complete the application.

Most drifinet buoys are rated at either 3 or 6 watts. The
buoys typically send a CW identifier 3 times, a long dash
followed by a single CW identifier, and then go silent for a
four minute period. The identifiers consist of 4 to 6 alpha-
numeric characters. The strongest drifinet buoy signal | have
copied is 9W233 on 1653 kHz, and was probably in the Gulf
of Mexico. Many more buoys operate off the Atlantic and
Pacific coasts. The range of these signals is surprising; one
buoy that was heard in Nova Scotia was also copied in
Arizona.

Many drifinet buoys are manufactured by Taiyo Musen of
Tokyo, with many offices in Lynnwood, WA, and over 250
dealers in the United States. The prices range from $1995 to
$2495. The buoys have a 5000 hour battery life, and are
rated at a 150 mile range. The price certainly places the
driftnet buoys within reach of most commercial fishermen.

Many radio groups are organizing to fight the infringement of
amateur radio frequencies. The Gateway Radio Net on 1860
kHz has begun to disseminate information regarding the
driftnet buoys. Other amatewr radio clubs in the U.S. and
Canada are also becoming involved. Watch for future
updates as the ongoing controversy over drifinet buoys
continues.

Lou Kronberg
Chairmnan of the Board
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7106 Mapieridga * Houston, Texas 77081 »(713) 666-2371

JANUARY AWARDS BANQUET
by Betty Wilcox, KAOTEN

B-VARC's Awards Banquet is its one dress-up activity.
Thanks to Bud, the HE.S.S. (Houston Engineering and
Scientific Society) Building has been made available to us.
Social hour begins at 6:30 p.m. followed by dinner at 7.30
p.m. The HLES.S. building is located at 3121 Buffalo
Speedway between Richmond and Alabama. Please see the
map elsewhere in this Bulletin.

The menu for the banquet is your choice: nbeve steak. sole
with lemon butter sauce, or celantro breast of chicken served
with salad, one vegetable, one: starch, dessert, and coffee or
tea. Al this for only $15.00 per person. Send your money to
Sam, NSCPA. He is good in the roster.

The main event of the banquet is the presentation of awards.
Every year B-VARC honors those people chosen for their
outstanding work in promoting ham radio. We want you
there 100 to help us show how much we appreciate their
efforts.

[ hope to sec you there!

EDITOR'S HELLO
by Kelley Hughes, NSULZ

With this first issue of the 1994 B-VARC bulletin, I would
like to take the opportunity to say hello to all of you. [ would
also like to express my appreciation for the work that Vincent
Oriando, WASETS, has done with the Bulletin. Vincent did a
terrific job keeping the Bulletin going, and I hope to continue to
provide you with an interesting and informative newsletter. [
would like to remind you that this publication is a reflection of
you, the readers, as it is you who write and submit the articles.
if you have something informative to pass along to the readers.
please write up an article and submit it for publication. Feel
free to call me at any time to discuss the newsletter at (713)
499-9806,




M.E.R.A. REPEATER UPDATE
by Randy Pollard, AKSG

The Memorial Emergency Radio Association, the organization
that owns and operates the 145.47 repeater, will give a short
program at the February meeting. We will present a brief
explanation of the status of the repeater and future plans for the
repealer.

Recent upgrades and improvements to the repeater have left our
treasury depleted. We have no money left for any upgrades or
repairs to the repeater. We pian to solicit money and "pass the
hat" at this meeting to replenish our treasury. 1f you are a user
of this repeater your donation of $10 would be appreciated.
It has been about 5 years since we Iast solicited for money. If
you arc unable to attend the meeting, you may send your
donation, check payable to M.ERA., to Harold Parker,
M.ER.A. Secretary Treasurer, 1915 Spillers Lane, Houston,
TX 77043

P93 SIMPVTERI, IS,

Largest EPSON® Service Center in Texas

Wa Sell & Servics Epson, NEC & Toahiba Products
as well a8 your favoriie soltware - Discount for BVARC

BRUCE PAIGE
KB5ZRV

8066 Boohe Road
Houston, Texss 77072
1 Bix W. of Wikcrest

VYoice - 713-833-8308
FAX - 713-433-2544

FIRST COLONY 30K RUN
by Don Wade, WBSIBT

Skies were clear and temperaturcs brisk on Saturday morn-
ing, December 11th at the 6th Annual First Colony 30K Run.
Twenty-two amateurs, most of them B-VARC members,
volunteered the communications expertise that contributed to
the success of the event. The amateurs assigned to key race
officials arrived at Sam to help coordinate parking, always
the most difficult and hectic aspect of this particular run.
The 1507 runners were underway at 7am. Onc medical
emergency occurred involving a runper expeneixing an
asthma attack. Amateurs provided critical communications
that dispatched a transport vehicle and alerted police officers
along the course 1o help the vehicle through traffic and to the
medical area.

The race officials wish to extend their thanks to B-VARC

and all the amateurs who helped make the First Colony 30K

Run a safe and successful one. Thanks also to M E.R.A, for
* allowing use of the repeater for talk-in.

RESULTS OF THE DECEMBER 13t/

AMATEUR EXAMS ~~
by Harold Parker, NDSF -
B-VARC again sponsored and administered ihe ARRL's
Amateur Radio Examinations that were held on Mondav
evening, December 13, 1993 at First Colony Church of -
Christ in Sugar Land.

V.E. TEAM;
Glenn Lewis, KISCE
Harold Parker, ND3F

Jack Van Demark. WNSA
Carl Albrecht, AASIW

A total of 11 exams were administered during the evening to 7
applicants. One (1) unlicensed candidate received a new
"codeless” Technician license, and two (2) others upgraded with
a total of 6 clements passed. The overall "pass rate” for the
gvening was 55%.

Congratulations to all of the following who upgraded and/or
passed exams: '

' Bud King, NSUOG - Technician "\
Marcos Manon - Technician
Melvin Thatcher, KBSION - Extra
Peg Todd-Brown - Element 2
Mark Vaglienti - Element 2

This "special” exam session was conducted for the candidates
attending the two B-VARC Monday night classes which
recently concluded; Doug Holley, KESSR's, code class which
met at the First Colony Church of Christ in Sugar Land and
Glenn Edwards, WB4LZG's, Novice/Tech class which met at
the Strake Jesuit College Preparatory in Houston.

Maany thanks to all the Team members and Assistants who
volunteer their valuable time and effort each month.

EPO

ELECTRONIC PARTS OUTLET INC.
2018 FONOREN, HOUSTOM, TEXAS TTOS3 @ (713 784-0140

FAX (712 TH4-0T40

Componeants, test equipment,
computers, cable, metaers,

surplua bought and sold.

Mon—Fri 9—§, Saturday 9—5

B




1993 ATTENDANCE ROSTER
B-VARC GENERAL MEETINGS
AASJW Carl Alrecht
NSKTHN Ardhur Atvarez
KCSCJD Tom Bailey
KBSYPC Bill Brown
KRSKLY Don Browm, S
KBsSTBZ Jim Cahanin
KCSCHX Jonn Garrig
WwWosL Rick Covert
ABSOK Craig Culver
WBBSVR Cart Cunest
WSLIQX Cari Gurry
KCSAK Don Duze
HEATV Richard Daze
WASDWX Bil Denton
NSO Bill Dessana
Jason Dilon
NSJBL Stephen: Dunkelberger
WBALZG Glann Edwards
KCSDFX Ron Eissnbrey
WSLK Ed Evans
HEEXH Frani Ewing
NSXVZ Rick Fitch
KBSTOJ Wichas Gante
WSGHK Allan Glueck
Backay Giueck
Sardss Gotilied
WASOEN Steve Golikeb
WASSCE Ron Grimas
KRELDY Carl Hacker
NSVRR Don Hadiey
Reeda Hadiey
WBS5SRN Dicit Hagerman
Deboral Hardwick
NEVCA e Herdwick
Bob Hasper
KBSWZI Richard Harrison
KCSOJIL Mark Hoibert
NSJQH Paul Holcomba
KESSR Doup Holey
Marie Holley
WDSGAZ Waiter Holmes
KDSGM Louis Houss
Carol Hunler
Joa Hunier
NERZMN Emmalt Jackson
KCSCWS Gy Jackeon
NSYKY Mare James
KBSYTA Dwayné Jones
KGSCB Bin Kemg
NEAGW Charies Keng
KCSEAX Joe Kennedly
NSUOG Bud King
ABSLL Bob Kiine
KBSVTE Greyson Knapp
NOBNA Jonhn Koppennavel
NSVCZ Claudia Kozinelz
NSOUT Dick Kruas
NOSC Etton Kytle
NSPTN Michasl Lay
Pairicia Layton
wesns Thomas Layton
KSL.TW Grag Lefebvre
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NSUGG
N7ZBV
KCHCWQ
KSHOY
KBEGHT
KcsSeQT
KD4IW8
N5TEN
WASETS
KBSZRY
NDSF

AKSG
HBSVTB"

NEVOY
KGSKV
NSYKR
NENAS
KJSJA
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NAVRP
NEXGT
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ABSIV
NSVRO
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YBSION

KBSUPZ
KASSSF

WNSA
ABSKK

waslBT

KBSZBR
NSXWEB
NSZUE
KFSZL
KASTEN
NSYYP
NSCPA
KBSOLG
KCSEHF
WSGLD

David Litehford
Jim Mariowall
Al Maitis
Kan McAninctt
Excomcia McCasiand
Mike McCasiand
Jotin Moot
Joanne Morphew
Tony Morell
Larry Nix
Pele Nomis
Wit NoTth
vincent Oriando
Brucs Paige
Harold Parker
Mary Ann Parioel
Randy Pollard
Lanny Poteet
Mike Press
Bret Prichard
Charlie Prochagka
Michael Ricco
Vic Richard
Kenny Richmond
Amy Rice
Louis Rios
Ronny Risings’
Tina Risinges
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1993 B-VARC PUBLIC SERVICE HONOR ROLL
Compiled by Claudia Kozinetz, NSVCZ

D. MS 150 Bike Tour
E. ALA Clean Air Bike Ride
F. Alamo Challenge Bike Ride

A. Houston Marathon
B. K-9 Fun Run
C. Special Olympics, Area 22

G. 25K Marathon Warm-Up
H. 30K Marathon Warm-Up

Albers, John KBSWZE EF Levy, Larry WOSDRE A
Albrecht, Canl AASIW DFH Mattis, Allen NSAFV AG
Chambers, Marion KBSPAJ A McCasland, Excerncia NSUGG c
Chambers, Mike KISSC A McCasland, Mike N7ZBV E
Cheek, Ralph KBSONT ADE McCasland, Scott KGBJCM CEFH
Caonte, Frank NGYKZ A Meyers, Robert NSWLY A

Cox, Lawrence NSQUZ ABH Morrison, Henry WERIY ACEGH
Creel, Fred NSLYB - D North, Max NSTBI ADE
Culver, Craig ABSOK AG Crlando, Vincent WASETS AG
Daze, Don HCS5AK G Parker, Harold NDSF A
Dessens, Bill NSKXU ABC Pokladnik, Roger KB5LFU DF
Dillard, Ray WASF A Pollard, Randy AKSG CEG
Dunkelberger, Steve NSJBL ABGH Roberts, Jack KB5TMY ACDF
Edwards, Glenn WB4LZG ACD Rogers, Dennis NSVRP Cc
Edwards, Melanie KBSKLH CD Smith, lrv KBSEXM AD.GH
Gordon, Irene NSAYX A Starr, Oraida NSWMA ACDEGH
Hacker, Carl KB5LDY ABEGH Stiver, Esther KBSURT  ALL
Hadley, Don NSYRR G Stiver, Frani NSTGM ALL
Hagerman, Dick WB5SRN AG Tiemann, Thomas KBSUEI c
Hardwick, Mike NSVCX ABDEF.GH Toler, Leon KBSUPZ c
Harris, Ron NSMKO D Turner, David WBSTCW AE
Holiey, Doug KESSR c Van Demark, Jack WNSA GH
Hughes, Kelley NSULZ AF Wade, Don wBsiBT- AGH
Jackson, Emmett N5SRZN F.H Warden, Mike WB3HZP A
James, Mark NSYRKV: A Wardiow, John KBSZBR C.G
Jones, Dwayne KB5YTA H Washbumn, Dann NSXWB ABG
Kemp, Bill KGS5CB D Webb, Gerald NSZUE B.OH
King, Bud NSUOG ALL White, Bob KFSZL A
Kazinetz, Claudia N5VC2Z ABCEGH Wilsan, Bill KASGHI ADE
Lance, Lee KBSEST H Wilson, Lamy N5YYP GH
Lay, Michasl NSPTN C.DF Winford, Clem WBSSHU A
Layton, Thomas KBSTIB o] Please report any corrections to NSVCZ

3."" g:?) 8790611
Sisct coupaes Fax _498-2292
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BOB KUNESH, ChrC
Agent
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RESULTS OF THE DECEMBER 14th
AMATEUR EXAMS
by Harold Parker, NDSF

B-VARC again sponsored and administered the ARRL's
Amateur Radio Examinations that were held on Tuesday
evening, December 14, 1993 at Strake Jesuit College
Preparatory School in Houston.

V.E. TE H
Haro , ND5F
Randy Pollard, AKSG

Randy Pugh, AASOA

Ear Germm';r [(('.iSJI\:\l'Jr
ass )
[rene Gordon, NSAYX

A total of 35 exams were administered during the evening to
22 applicants. Five (5) unlicensed candidates received their
new licenses: 1 Novice and 4 "codeless” Technicians. Three
(3) others upgraded with a total of 17 elements passed. The
overall "pass rate” for the evening was 49%.

Congratulations to all of the following who upgraded and/or
passed exams:

Ronald Eisenbrey, KCSDFX - General
Sandra Gottlieb - Element 2
Kevin Hinton, KB5VHE - Element 4A
Patricia L - Element 2
Enic Moelier - Technician
Jason Moeiler - Technician
Theresa Moeller - Element 2
David Nickle - Novice

: Nix, KC5BQT - Technician
ames Royce - Element 2
Edwin Si - Technician
Ao R Pending - Exten
i, -
Barbara mm - Element 2

Many thanks to all the Team members and Assistants who
volunteer their valuable time and effort each month.

All of us at B-VARC again thank Vincent, WASETS, and
everyone at Strake Jesuit College Preparatory for making
these excellent classroom facilities available to us for our
exams each month.

GADGETEER'S ELECTRONIC
SUPPLY

800 WESTPARK DRVE NEJ

HOUSTON, TX 77083 ARAL

M (713 5700878 co

FAG: (TN 0T9-08N

H A RRI S
MANAGEMENT TECHNOLOGY
Increase sales & efficiency!

GoidMine sales management software hel
ngummltsbymakmggwaaks
more information.

RON HARRIS
(aka NSMKO)
Phone 713/961-9600

1993 PUBLIC SERVICE EVENTS
by Claudia Kozinetz, N5VCZ

B-VARC provided communications for eight public service
events this year including Special Olympics, bike rides and
runs. Reviewing the 1993 B-VARC Public Service Honor Roll
you will notice that three of our members volunteered their time
and equipment for each one of this year's events (Bud King,
NSUOG, Ester Stiver, KBSURT and Frank Stiver, NSTGM).
On behaif of B-VARC, I would like to thank them for their
cooperation and support of public service events. [ would also
(tke to express my appreciation to those members who chaired
or co-chaired a public service event this vear. Those
individuais are: Car] Hacker, KBSLDY, Ester Stiver. KBSURT,
Ralph Cheek, KBSDNT, Glenn Edwards, WB4LZG. Michael
Lay, NSPTN, Allen Mattis, NSAFV and Don Wade, WB6IBT.
Finally, thank you to each B-VARC member who participated
in a Public Service Event this year.

The next Public Service Event is the Houston Tenneco
Marathon on Sunday, January 16, 1994. If you have not
done so aiready, please call the event chair, Carl Hacker,
KBSLDY at 792-4357 or 977-9754, to volunteer.

Happy New Year!

CITY ELECTRONIC SUPPLY
7015 ATweELL
HousTon, TExXas 7708 |
(7 1 3) 863-6066
ALEX — WASUHT

SERVING THE ELECTRONIC COMMUNITY WITH A
WIDE VARIETY OF SMALL PFPARTS: PFPLUGS,

CONNECTORS, WIRE, BOXES, CHASSIS, TOROIDS,
RF CHOKES, ETC.




THE WORLD OF TEN TEN
- INTERNATIONAL
By Al Mattis, NSAFV

The next Ten Ten International Spring SSB QSO Party will be held
February 5-6, 1994. [f you have an interest in participating with the
S.H.O.T. chapter in this event, please make a note of the date. Ifyou
have thought about participating but do not yet have a Ten Ten
number, check into the S.H.O.T. net on Tuesday evenings and begin
working on the ten contacts it takes to qualify for your own Ten Ten
number. [n contrast o some amateur radio contests, the Ten Ten

QSO0 parties are enjoyable low pressure operating events.

Alice Jenkins, NR4R, manager of the Ten Ten International Worked
All Counties program, has announced that Arnold Josephson, K6SIW,
has been awarded Ten Ten Worked All U.S. Counties Award #1.
Josephson has worked a Ten Ten member in each of the 3076
counties of the United States on ten meters. The equiprent at K6SIW
consists of a Kertwood TS- 1408 running barefoot to a Cusheraft R-4
vertical antenna. Josephson, who is semi-retired, joined Ten Ten in
1988, and operates almost every day on 28 420 MHZ. If you hear
K6SIW on the air, be sure to congratulate him on his noteworthy
achievement.

Ten Ten paper chasers continue to be active on 28.345 MHz. Ten
Ten chapters with specials for paper chasers this month include Choo
Choo Belles (GA), Eagle Watch (AL), and Quahog (RI). Beginning
Jarmary 1, 1994, the Alii chapter (HI) will have a Worked All States
progiam for paper chasers. The Golden Bear Chapter (CA) has
restruciured its certificate program, and the new program also takes
effect January Ist.

The e meier band is now in a pattern of winier propagation. The F-
layer propagation is dominant, however several sporadic E openings
have occurred in the evening (6pm to 9pm local time) duning the past
month. The varying lypes of propagation continue 1o provide the
opportunity to work many different siates and countries. When ten
meters is open, it is still hot. One afternoon while mobile, [ worked
Vermont, Quebec and Hawaii in the time it took to drive from
downtown to the Suramit on Highway 59. Even though the band is
not always open, very good openings still occur.

Remember, the Houston S.HO.T. ( Space Houston On Ten) net
meets every Tuesday evening at 8 pm local time on 28.488 MHz. All
amateurs are welcome (o check in, even if they do not have & 10-10
pumber. If you are npot 8 member of 10-10 International and wish to
join the organization, please check into the net. There are a lot of
exciting activities in 10-10, and many friendly peopie can be found
on the 10-meter band.

73 de NSAFV
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