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Membership renewal
information:

Members whose membership has
expired or is near expiration will
find their membership date
highlighted on the mailing label.

http://www.hal-pc.o VAre

|
|

ARRL Membership - Members are urged to renew their ARRL membership through BVARC, allowing the club to take

advantage of reduced insurance rates. Contact John at 281-530-0432 for information
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B-VARC General Meetings
are now on the second Thursday
of each month!!!

Hot Dawg

Hot Dogs and Drinks for Members - FREE

Come one, come all to the BVARC monthly meeting and join us
for Hot Dogs and Soft Drinks. Starting with the June meeting
you can visit with your friends and enjoy a hot dog and drink on
the club. Serving starts at 6:30pm and goes until 7:30pm. There
is no charge for club members. We will have mustard, catsup,

onions and pickle relish as dressings for your dogs.

Many thanks to John Moore for printing this
month's issue and to Claude Sessions for
production

Club Membership Application
on last page.

Board of Directors:

Kevin Foto, President - KD350, foto{@texas.net

Claude Sessions, vice-president - KSHFY, claudes@juno.com
Bill Allen, Recording Secretary - KD3SIIU,
william_allen(@csicontrols.com

John Whiteman, Corresponding Secretary - KSLKJ,
jw(@heatingtapes.com

Rex Ritz, Treasurer - KCSEEU, icrex@yahoo.com

Robert Moore, 1-Year-Director - KK5UO, kkSuo@hal-pc.org
Mike Hardwick, NSVCX, 2-Year-Director,

nsv ridnet att net

Paul Gray, 3-Year-Director - NOJAA, n0jaa@aol.com

Larry Jacobson, Past President - K5SLJ, kSlj@nstci.com




Notes from the President — September 2001
Prez Sez |

In spite of the tragic events of September 11th, it was
decided to go forward with the general membership
meeting

Bill Allen presided over the Balloon Launch presentation
which included video sent back from the balloon payload.
There was a good tum out of members and guests,

We are still in need of additional nominations for board of
director positions. The election will occur at the
November membership meeting. If you are interested in
serving on the board or wish to nominate someone, please
contact me or Larry Jacobson, KSLT.

As a reminder, the December meeting will include the
an new Alinco HT. If you have a project or kit in the
works, get it finished and enter it in the contest.

I hope to see you all at the next meeting.

73,

Kevin/KD50

SCHEDULE OF BVARC Activities

The ARRL VEC amateur license tests which are given by
B-VARC on the second Tuesday of each month has been
moved to:

Houston Community College,

Scarcella Technology Center

10141 Cash Road, Stafford, TX

Parking in the rear --
General BOD VEC

Month Meeting Program Meeting  Test

Oct 11  [DX presentation and 4 9
Quads and Yagis

Nov 8  Chili supper and Board 1 13
elections

Dec 11 [Home Brew Night 18 11

Jan Banquet TBA TBA

ELECTRONIC PARTS OUTLET
ELECYRONICS / COMPUTERS & MORE
- THE ELECTRONIC SOURCE
TR GIEOT
Qs Bk
SHIP TO VOREHOUSE: '
e

PUBLIC SERVICE EVENT CALENDAR
FROM MIKE HARDWICK, NSVCX

October

Mike LeFan - WASEQQ - 254-773-3590
E-mail Address (es): hamexpo(@tarc.org

Chrigti
hetp./fwww.ms 1 50.org/

October 6 & 7, 2001
Alfred Horn - SARO

E-mail Address(es): diamondw(@swbell.net

h D Coun ic Bi ide - m
Texas

; W i ~rpadderey
October 7, 2001
Needing a Coordinator!
NEW

r ure - i - Hi

All Hands,

I am organizing communications support for the Race for
The Cure to be run in the Houston Galleria Area on
Saturday, 13 October 2001. I need about 15 amateur
radio operators to work with me to help asgure the safety
and welfare of the over 26,000 runners and uncountable
members of the public at large who will be watching and
cheering the runners along the course. The web page for
the event is: http.//www komen-

bouston org/btml/race html
Comimunications will begin at 5 am. We shouid be
fimished by 10 am.

Please let me know whether you can help. You have my e-



— My phone number is 713-500-9185. 1 will be gone for a

few days and Ms
Sumye Collins will be covering my phone.

And while you are marking your calendar, keep 20 January
2002 open for the Houston Marasthon.

Carl Hacker - KBSLDY

E-mail Address(es): chacker@sph uth.tme.edu
University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston
School of Public Health RAS W312

1200 Herman Pressler

Houston, TX 77030

Voice: 713-500-9185

Facgimile; 713-500-9171

Omberl.‘i &14,2001

Two day bike ride from Houston to San Antonio. Event
Starts at Katy Mills Mall and follows basically FM1093
and alternate Hwy 90 to Seguin and then into San Antonio.
About 45 to 55 operators are needed to cover the entire
course.

Bill Wilson - KASGHI

E-mail Address(es): kaSghi@aol com

CLARC's ARRL Sanctioned HamFest 2001 - Clear
Lake City, Texas
- : htm
October 20th, 2061
Bob KASGLX

John Taylor - KDSIHO - (713) 504-1403

E-mail Address(es): kdSibo@swbell net

LPDATED

October l9ﬂ|, 20tll & 215t.2001

Well, its that time of year again guys.

Ole W5DNE is looking for amateur radio volunteers for
the airshow again. The dates are October 19 (for the
special show on Friday) October 20 & 21

for the regular show. If you can make it call me on the
phione at 281-338-2918 or at work 281-483-4552. I will
give details to you later, but ithey haven't changed hardly
any since last year. If you know of any other hams that
want to volunteer, just pass my phone number or email
address on to them.

Thanks & 73
Bill Terrell, W5DNE

October 20 & 2, 2001

Rick Hiller - WSRH

E-mail Address(es): rhiller@sysdev.com
Don - AC5YK

E-mail Address(es): acSyk@arrl net

October 21, 2001
Needing a Coordinator!

November

Novemberfest Bike Ride - Scaly, Texss
et L -

htm
November 3, 2001
Robert Temple - WDSDBZ
E-mail Address(es): 1t B

Novanbu-.‘i,ZMI

Needing a Coordinator!

The coordinator would like 7 to 10 operators to bandle
communications along the route. The main reason for the
commumications is for medical situation that may arise.
The amateurs may be working with the event officials as
well as on their communications channels as well. Event
contact: Jimmy Hatzis - 713-610-5021

E-mail Address(es): Jimmy Hatris@heart.org

brtp://www rrca org/clubg/dara/ 1065 hum
November 11, 2001
Needing ¢ Coordinator!

ADDED!

2nd Annyal W i Fest -
Houston

The Farm and Ranch Club - On Hwy. 6 about 2

miles north of I-10

Saturday, November 24th, 2001 TAM till 11AM
Free Admission

For more details, contact Jeff - NSCEP

E-mail Addresses(es): nicep@flex, net

December

30 U ies ~ Sa
December 2, 2001
Mike Hardwick - NSVCX

E-mail Address(es): nivex@worldnetatt.net




January, 2002

Antomri AP T -
Society Winter Mg
January 12, 2002
Little Joe's Country Gold
7405 Old Pearsall Rd.
San Amonio, Texas
Royce KASOHT - 210-680-0432
E-mail Address(es). swapfest01(@juno.com

E-mail Address(es): chacken@sph.uth.tmc edu
University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston
School of Public Health

RAS W312

1200 Herman Pressier

Houston, TX 77030

Voice: 713-500-9185

Facsimile: 713-500-9171

BRAZOS VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

WERE NOT AVAILABLE AT PRESS TIME,

SCANNER JACK'S Corner
by Jack Roberts, KBSTMY

HERE ARE THE FREQUENCIES FOR METRO
TRANS. BUSSES,
856.3875 NEW
857.3875 NEW
858.3875 NEW
859.3875 NEW
860.3875 NEW
861.0125

862.0125

863.0125

864.0125

865.0125

861.8375

862.8375

863.8375

864.8375

865.8375

Services and Praducis;
mplate Custom Built Computers
ompuier  RepeirsUpgrades

. Netwock Design/instefisiion
olutionS ComponsntaSatware/a ceessories

345 Dulles Ave:, Suite B
Stafford, Tx 77477
Phone 281-261-5220

MONDAY NIGHT PSN check-ins
{KCSVYZ net control)

7/9 - 30 - Bruce
7/16 - 26 - Jack
7/23 - 28 - Doug
7130 - 21 - Doug
8/6/ - none
8/13-17-Bmce
8/20 - 28 - Jack
8/27 - 24 - Doug
93/ - 22 - Cam
$/10 ~ 26 - Bruce
9/17 -20 ~ Jack

B-VARC RAG CHEW Net Check-Ins for August 2001
by Sam Wilson, NSCPA

3.960MHz +/-3KHz Wednesdays at 7:00PM €PLEASE
NOTE TIME CHANGE FROM 8:00 TQ 7:00

Just WHAT IS the Rag Chew Net? Well it's a chance for
you to get on the low bands and bang out with other B-
VARC members, as well as hams from around the south
central US| WHAT?? Don't have voice privileges? Got a

Housfor

SUPPLY, INC.

Gwonce DiLeTT0, KDSRW
PREHIDENT

Exsv 88 1-48 Nowm 8O0 471 7373
181 Cyrresswoon Ders 28 356 7373
Serma, TX 77388 Fax 281 355 8D07

short-wave receiver? Dial in and listen, then check in
using the telephone number announced at the beginning of
each net.




8/01/01—N5CPA (NC), KSCEK, K5VRI, AB5BA,
KSHFY, K5LJ, K5LBU, KE4NT. (8)

8/08/01-N5CPA (NC), KSCEK, KESSR, NSVXU,
KSLI, KSVRJ, ABSBA, WCSS, K5JWM, NMSK. (10)

8/15/01~N5CPA (NC), KSVRJ, ABSBA, KSTWM,
KSLBU, KBSF, WB5SRN, KSCEK, KESSR, KK5W,
KAOTEN, NSVXU. (12)

8/22/01-KSHFY (NC), WBBSSRN, KSCEK, KESSR,
NSVXU, KBSF, WBSHUY. (7)

8/29/01—NSCPA (NC), KSHFY, KBSF, WBSSRN,
KD5FWD, KK5UO, NSVXU, K5L1. (8)

7015 Atwell Dr
Houslon TX 77081-0005

CITY | ZE5F°

EhiANL.: ajefficiysisctronies.com

Store Hours: Man-Fri 9:00-5:00

Alex-WASUHT

Wil SITE: Mipciorrecliysiectronics.com

"Club Links

Some web page links to clubs in the Southeast Texas
area — Cameron Mitchell

{Not all active)

Brenham ARC:
hitp./fwww alphal net/~barc

Texas DX Society:
bitp://n5uh tech uh edu/~tdxs

Houston Echo Society:

http://www.gsl net/echo

Northwest ARC (Houston):

hitp://ovww. wine.org

Johnson Space Center ARC

hitp./fwww wSnT org

COMPAC Radio Club:

http:/fwww houston-intranet. com/~cpgham
Katy ARS:
http://members. aol. com/karsradio

Stephen F. Austin ARC (Bellville area):
http:/h fink. hite/WSSFA/WSSFA_index
Hou-Texing ARC (Stafford):
hitp://www bal-pe. org/~tiare/

Brazos Valley ARC:

Tidelands ARC (Texas City Area):

‘uttp://www tidelands org
South Esst Texas ARC ('I‘omball)

Victoria ARC.

hitp:/fwww.vipt/net/varg/
Clear Lake ARC:

http:/fwwe.clare.org
(Please advise of additions. Thanks.)

From Paul L. Gray, Jr., NOJAA
Field Day Committee Chairman

The time has come to start planning for next year's Field
Day. We have a few sites under consideration, including
the following:

Bear Creek Park, Harris County

George Bush Park, Harris County

Katy County Park, Harris County

Tom Bass Regional Park, Harris County

Fort Bend County Fire Training Field, Richmond, TX, Fort
Bend County

I have received word that the Fort Bend County EOC was
very impressed with our operations this year, and they
have invited us back to use their facility again next year.

We will discuss these at the next committee meeting. The
next meeting of the committee will be heid concurrent with
the October Board of Director's meeting, Thursday,
October 4 at 7:30 PM, at the Sugar Land Community
Center.

At the meeting, we will also take nominations for
committee chairman. The committee and the board will
vote on the nominations.

Sincerely,

Paul L. Gray, Jr., NOJAA

Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club
3-year Director

Field Day Committee Chairman

AMATEUR RADIO RESPONDS IN FORCE IN
WAKE OF TERRORIST ATTACKS

Some already are calling it "Amateur Radio’s Finest Hour,” as
volunteers answer the call to assist in ongoing relief and recovery
operations in New York City, Washmgton, DC, and western
Pennsylvania in the wake of tervorist attacks oa the US
September 11, The need continues for operators to assist aver the
long haul, however. Current estimates suggest hams may be
necded for 2 month or longer in the New York City area, and for
at least the next two weeks in Washington, DC.

Along with most other federal agencies, the FCC closed its
offices and sent its employees home followmg the sttacks. The
FCC issued no emergency declarations nor other special
instructions to the Amatevr Radio community. The ARRL




advised amateurs to stay alest 10 instructions from local

New Yotk City-Long Istand Section Emergency Coordinator
Tom Carrubba, KA2D, reponts that hams have been supporting
emergency officials and the American Red Cross relief and
recovery effort. Amateurs have been staffing seversl Red Cross
shelters in addition 1o a staging/National Disaster Medical
System ceater, vanious Red Cross units, and the Grester New
York City American Red Cross Headquarters as well as the New
York City Office of Emergency Management.

Carrubba say3 the telephone system in lower Manhattan
continues to be problematic because of the high call volume.

" American Red Cross communications are overloaded, and traffic
from the shelters is coming into the New York City net at a capid
pace,” be said. "The Amateur Radio ops are doing a grest job
under very difficult and strange conditions, but this is what they
have trained for; they are getting it done well "

Red Cross Commmmications Officer Jay Ferron, N4GAA, agreed.
*The Amatenr Radio comnumity has cote out very big and very
strong,™ he said, adding that local chebs and repeater groups have
volontecred gesr, frequeancies and operators.

New York City District Emergency Coordinstor Charles
Hargrove, NZNQV, has expressed his appreciation to the smatenr
comammity, "Thapk you for all the support and well wishes,” he
said. "This i3 a difficult time for afl of us. We appreciate all the
amateurs who have volunteered their time and equipment

Carrubba also cited the ongoing efforts of Guy Richman,
KC2AYG, who has been coordinating net comtrols for the ARES
nets, and Manhattsn ARRL EC John Kiernan, KE2UN.

Carrubba is seeking additional vohunteers from the Greater New
York City region. He has asked out-of-state volunteers to "stand
by uniil we can provide for your safety and comfort."” Volunteers
need & VHF (2-meter) or, preferably, a VHF/UHF (2-meter/70-
cm) raobile radio, power supply and cables, and mobile/portable
mag-mourted gain antenna. Carrubba says hand-helds are not
sufficient to deal with the difficult operating conditions.

"Operators are still needed,” he said, but stressed, "This is a
j‘lmu.l.lt E!iignm:ﬂt "

Amateurs are working two 12-hour shifis per day, 8 AM to 8 PM
and 8 PM to 8 AM, "plus or minys three or four howrs, mostly
pius,” Carrubba said. Additional information is availabic on the
ARRL Web site <htty://wew. g1l org>.

At the scene of the Pentagon attack near Weshington, DC,
Virgmia Section Emergency Coordinator Tom Gregory, NANW,
reports an "upbest” crew of about two dozen smaters is staffing
six Amateor Radio stations in the iminedixte vicinity of the
Pentagon. "What shocked me the most was the devastation you
can see right there, 100 feet from the buikling," Gregory said.
"The destruction is total."

The ARES operation is providing logistical support between the
Salvation Amyy's relief and recovery effort on site and the
agency’s Arlington heasdauarters. The Saivation Army has
deployed several mobile camteens and a feeding wnit to serve
mulitary and civilian emergency persornel assigned to the

recovery operation.

"What we're finding is that comnmmication i3 very difficult
because of the tremendons amount of noise from the
construction-fype squipment and the generators providing power
for the lights and support staff," Gregory said. Because of the
noise level, opermors are being rotated frequently in and out of
the immediate vicinity of the sitack. "There's the emotion of it,
and therc's the iretwndous amount of noise, and it's very grating
am you because you can hardly hear the radio to commmunicate,”
Gregory explained.

Gregory described the entire area ag "very crowded with people®
up, finding bodies, finding plane parts, firefighters still checking
for hot spots, hoses, equipment,” he said. "The damage to the
building looks worse when you are right next to it than it does on
TV!I

"I fosmd that it took me a few minmtes to realize the gravity of
what was going on and the importance of what we hams are
doing in our own small way to help out," Gregory said. "The
devastation of that building is awesome,

and it puts things m perspective and it certainly made me proud
to be an Amstewr Radio oporator sud serve the people of the
United States by offering the support we conkd *

The Pentagen ARES operation continues to seek volumteers.
"Beceause of the rmmensity of the thing, we're trying 1o have 3ix
mnateurs on duty at all tmes,” he said "We need 20 volunteers
every day for of least two weeks.”

Volumteers should s-mail Tom Gregory, NANW, at
ndnwigharrl.net.

Gregory emphasized that Pentagon site secunity is extromely
tight. All ham volunteers must have a photo 1D issued by a
government entity to the secured area. "The FBI is handling
issuance of [Ds for access to the secured arca and is domg a
complete NCIC check before a photo ID is issued.” Gregory said.

At the so-called "fourth” plane cragh site in rural Somerset
County western Permsylvania, Kevin Custer, W3KKC, reports a
busy scene as the investigation continues. Custer arranged
pretiminary repeater communication into and out of the crash site
on Tuesday to help the Red Cross, Salvation Amry, Pennsylvania
State Police, the FBI and other state and federal agencies on the
soene.

Custer said the investigation could coptinue for seversl weeks.
" At this time we are preparing for the possibility of family
members coming to the cragh site--or close by,” he said.

Montgomery County, Maryland, Deputy RACES Officer John
Creel, WB3GXW, observed that while the encrmity of the
attacks is bound 1o touch the amatenr community directly or
indirectly, he has seen nothing but professionalism among the
responding operators in hig area. Creel advised amatenrs to "just
be prepared,” and he echoed the sentiment of many that the
events of September 11 "will be with us for the rest of cur lives.
More detailed and updated information on Amateur
Radio's involvemsnt in the disaster relief and recovery
afforts is availabie on the ARRL Web site

dhorwrw.



BRAZOS VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB - 2001
Membership Application

Naw Renewal Roster Update ONLY

B i) ——

Reqular membership dues are $16.00/ year., Lifetime Memberships are $160.00
Additional family mambars may join B-VARC for only $2.00/vear each with no
additonal copy of the newsletter.

Nanoe : Call:

Additional Family Mambers: Call:

Address: Eve Phaona ( )
Day Phona ( )
Zip+d:

eMail address:

License Class ARRL Menmbership?
Rovice ____ General ____LiTe
"~ Technician ___ Advanced __ Anmual
—__ Tech+ o  Extxa — Yot a member
___ Formmr Ham ___ Mot Yet a Ham (plz join/renew via B-VARC)
Ramlttance:
Regular Msmbership + Family Wembership = 8
BE-VARC *LIFE MEMRERSHIVE®* .at $150/Pexmon - =8
ARRIL: membership {(includes QST subscription) @834 = 2
“TOTAL = §

I agree to observe the By-Laws of the Club and the rules and
regqulations of the Federal Communications Commission.

Signature Date

Please make checks payable to BRAZOS VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO
CLUB and show your callsign, if any. Send form and check to:

“B=VARC, P.0. Box 1630, Missouri City T 77459-1630

Cancelled check is your receipt; expiry date shown on newsletter label.

Duas received § By Date
ARRL mesbership processed by Date
Database entry by Date

Welcome to the Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club! Join in the fun of being a ham! Please make your check payable to BRAZOS
VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB with your callsign, if any, shown on your check.
Your cancelled check is your receipt; membership is for the year shown on the newsletter address Label,
¢ BRAZOS VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
P.0. Box 1630
Missouri City, TX 77459-1630

¢



The Monthly Publication of the
Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club.
Serving the Greater Houston Area.
Club Callsign - KC50IG

B-VARC's Website: http://www.hal-pc.org/~bvarc

Editor: Cameron Mitchell, KSCAM, k5cam@arrl net
Production: Claude Sessions, KSHFY, claudes@juno.com
John Moore, KKSNU, jwm@hal-pc.org
The Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club (B-VARC) was originally organized in 1978, primarily as an CMETgency Communications group

available to assist the communities of Missourt City and Stafford, when required. Since that time, B-VARC has grown and expanded its
activities to become the most active HAM radio club in the Southwest Houston area.

Today, B-VARC is truly a general-interest club with an impressive record of Public Service. The Amateur Radio Relay League (ARRL) has
recognized the Commitment to service with the coveted status of Special Service Club. We are proud of our members who represent the finest
in Amateur Radio. Membership is not limited to licensed operators, but is open to anyone with an interest in. Amateur Radio. Meetings are
held generally at 7:30 p.m. on the second Thursday of each month, at the Sugar Land Community Centér. Talk-in assistance is available in the
145.470, and 444.550 MHz repeaters. Membership dues are $16 annually.

B-VARC conducts AR R.L. VEC license exam sessions on the second Tuesday of each month. B-VARC also conducts a Public Service Net at
9:00 P. M. each Monday on the 145.470 and 444.35 (MERA) repeaters.

To obtain information about the club, its activities, or about joining B-VARC, contact John, KSLKJ. at 281-530-0432.

B-VARC Meeting Schedule B-VARC Eating Schedule
Saturdays-7:00 am. to 9:00 a.m. Location: New York Coffee Shop.
The next general membership meeting is Thursday, 9720 Hillcroft.
October 11.
Also at 7:30 a. m. Location: Viking Den on 90A. Stafford.
Location:
7:30 p.m. Sugar Land Community Center, 226 Matlage 3" Fridav dinners - October 19, at Vinnie's Italian Cafe, 5413 Bellaire Blvd at
Way, Sugar Land Texas Chimney Rock in Bellaire. - 6:30 p.m. SHARP!
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BRAZOS VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
P.O. BOX 1630
MISSOURI CITY TX 77459-1630 FIRST CLASS POSTAGE

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

December 2001 TP

Daniel Mattis KC5VAT
5314 WIGTON DR
HOUSTON TX 77096-5115
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