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General Membership Meeting — Thursday January 8 at 7:30 PM
Community Volunteer Fire Department Community Center, 16005 Bellaire Blvd, Houston TX 77083

From the President’s Desk — January Message
Richard T. Bonica, KG5YCU — President, BVARC

Fellow BVARC Members, Friends, and Fellow Hams,

As we begin a new year together, | want to personally encourage each of
you to come out, get involved, and get on the air. Whether you've been
licensed since spark-gap days or you just got your call sign last week, you
are a valuable part of this club, and we are stronger when you're with us.

This year, my goal as President is simple: revive the camaraderie that built
BVARC. Let’s bring back learning, laughter, shared projects, nets that are
actually active, and meetings filled with familiar faces. And yes — we might
even dust off a few old traditions along the way.

Join Us In Person at the January General Meeting. Bring a friend, invite a neighboring ham, or drag someone
who still has their radio in the box — we won'’t judge!

Get On the Air — Weekly Nets

Checking in takes just a minute — but it keeps us a radio club.

— Monday Night Public Service Net: 8:00 PM (Central) every Monday, 146.94 MHz | -600 kHz | PL 167.9 Hz
— Wednesday Rag Chew Net: 8:00 PM (Central) every Wednesday, 145.47 MHz (Clear Lake ARC)

Greater Houston HamFest — Important Date Change

Due to a sudden reservation policy change, the Greater Houston HamFest has lost its March 6—7, 2026 dates.
The event has been officially moved to February 2026.

& NEW 2026 Schedule — Mark Your Calendar

Vendor Set-Up Public Hours
* Thu, Feb 19 - 1:00-5:00 PM * Fri, Feb 20 — 12:00-6:00 PM
* Fri, Feb 20 — 8:00 AM—12:00 PM * Sat, Feb 21 — 8:00 AM
* Sat, Feb 21 — 6:30-8:00 AM « Sat, Feb 21 — Raffle — 2:00 PM

* Sat, Feb 21 — Doors Close 3:00 PM
» Sat, Feb 21 — Facility Closes 5:00 PM
Tickets & table sales begin soon.

Returning vendors: HRO, ABR, Expert Amps (Main Trading), Mastrant, and more.

A Final Word
This club belongs to every one of us.

Your participation — whether it's a handshake at a meeting, a quick check-in on Monday, or volunteering at
HamFest — is what keeps BVARC alive, relevant, and strong.



Thank you for your confidence in me — and thank you for being part of this community.

73,
Richard T. Bonica, KG5YCU

President, Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club

January 2026 —Amateur Radio Events Calendar

Sunday ‘ Monday Tuesday ‘ Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
B: IHOP Bkfst 6:30 AM Sat T: 10-10 Net 8 PM Tue 18 28 3B BVARC
P: Public Svc Net 8 PM Mon R: Rag Chew 3910 kHz 7 PM Wed Board 1:30 PM
S: Stir Crazy Net Noon M-F VE Testing
10:30AM
4 5P8§ 6 S T Brews w/ 7RS 8 S BVARC 98 10B
BVARC No Label Meeting 7:30 PM
Brewing 6:30 PM
11 12PS 138T 14RS 158 16 S Cowtown 17 B Cowtown
Hamfest Hamfest
18 19PS 20ST 21RS 228 238 24 B Winter Field
Day
25 Winter Field 26PS 278T 28RS 298 308 31B
Day

1/3/2026, BVARC Board Meeting, 1:30-4 PM, Houston TranStar, 6922 Katy Rd, Houston, TX 77024.
1/6/2026, Brews with BVARC, 6:30-10 PM, No Label Brewing Company, 5351 1st St, Katy, TX 77493.

1/16-17/2026, Cowtown Hamfest, Fri 3-8 PM, Sat 7 AM-3 PM, Forest Hill Civic & Convention Center, 6901
Wichita Street, Forest Hill TX 76140, http://www.cowtownhamfest.com.

1/24-25/2026 Winter Field Day, Fort Bend Fire Training Center, Richmond TX.

2/13-15/2025 Orlando HamCation, ARRL Southeastern Division Convention, Central Florida Fairgrounds and
Expo Park, 4603 West Colonial Drive, Orlando FL 32808, http://www.hamcation.com.

2/20-21/2026 Greater Houston HamFest 2026, Fri 12-6 PM, Sat 8 AM-5 PM. Fort Bend County Fairgrounds,
Rosenberg TX. https://houstonhamfest.org/.

2/27-28/2026 Orange Hamfest 2026, Fri 1-6:30 PM, Sat 7-2 PM, Orange County Convention & Expo Center
@ 11475 FM 1442, Orange TX 77632.

Hamw Exam Ruestion

what bmpedance does a 1/4-wavelength transmission Line present

to an RF generator whew the ling is open at the far end? i

Z’EnZL

A. The savee as the charvacteristic
bmpedance of the Line
C. Very high bmpedance

B. The same as the ’mpwc
Lmpedance to the generator
D. Very Low meedawce

https://eng.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/
Electrical_Engineering/Electro-
Optics/Book:_Electromagnetics | (Elli
ngson)/03:_Transmission_Lines/3.19:
Quarter-
Wavelength_Transmission_Line
CCBY-SA4.0
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The Greater Houston HamFest
Presents
The ARRL Texas State Convention

INDUSTRIES

| | ‘ J\u ! n
Tickets: Sponsors/Vendors
On-line - $10

At the Door - $15

Friday February 20th, 2026 *Ham Radio Outlet

* The SignMan of Baton Rouge

Children 12 and under 12 PMto 6 PM * ABR Industries
Scouts, Military, ~ Saturday February 21st, 2026+ gpo
& First Responders 8AM to 3PM
In Uniform - FREE  Door Prizes Every half hour
Tables - $25 starting at 9:00 am!! .
Tailgate - $5 Where: Raffle Prizes

allgate - Fort Bend County Fairgrounds Single Ticket - $5

TX-36 S, R b TX 77471 i i
250 29°31'1’2"No9§3233?\;g’ Five Tickets - $20

Stella Road

Grand Prize
Yaesu FTX-1 Field

Second Prize Third Prize
FTM-310DM FT-70DR

Band Road

(" Midway _ T

Guest Speaker
John Stratton, N5US

ARRL West Gulf Division Director

T

Radio Programming Classes
Testing & Balloon Launches .
Overnight camping available - Must Call a, —
Free Shuttles to your car to parking lot O Coiin ™ DG [ e Wl o == S53T

Dry Camping

s f FB.com/groups/HoustonHamfest
e oo, | Chairman: Mike Hardwick, N5VCX
e
¥002 01082028 ’ Twitter.com/HoustonHamfest




The Radio Holel- A Gallimaufry of Grounds

Remain grounded in your radio understanding.
by Rick Hiller - W5RH

Hams are usually concerned with 3 types of grounds -- Safety, Lightning and RF.

Safety ground is used for the station equipment ground, as in normal AC house wiring that has
a ground wire in addition to the phase and neutral wires. All of your equipment that is powered
by 120 or 220 VAC should have a Safety ground. Mostly to protect you by providing a path for
fault currents, should they occur.

Lightning ground is used for protection and handling of any type of static or lightning strike
either nearby or direct. (hopefully not direct — that would be devastating). Specialized designs
are implemented for this purpose with, for example, larger tower installations. Your small
antenna farm, however, can indeed attract large static discharges causing voltage spikes that
travel into your shack and can damage your gear. So, it is advised to pay attention to your
antenna, feed line and station connection installation. There are companies that specialize in
“lightening arresters” that can be placed in-line with your coax. Some have replaceable fuses
built-in that prevent the very large charges from making it all the way. You can also build your
own arresters with spark plugs or close spaced needle-like point gaps to allow the high voltage
to “jump” to ground. The Radio Amateur’s Handbook or the ARRL Antenna Handbook or
many articles over the years in QST can easily provide cookbook type instructions.

RF ground is necessary to complete the antenna system like a ¥4 wavelength vertical being
played against a ground rod or, better yet, a ground system of radials. Other unbalanced
antennas like the End fed Half Waves or 5/8" wave verticals etc. require this RF ground to
provide a path for the RF to circulate back into the system. The antenna RF ground system is
the ground that is most important to any HF er especially as they move down in frequency and
wish to work DX — low angle radiation with high efficiency. Many, many articles can be found
in QST, QEX, 73, Ham Radio and older CQ magazines on-line that go into depth as to what,
why and how. Hams have performed studies of the most efficient number of radials, buried in
ground or on ground deployment and even using insulated or bare wire and the most efficient
length. The 80% solution is getting as much wire on the ground as you can, even in small back
yards. FElevated radials have also been looked at (i.e. Gull-wing resonant radial systems) and
shoreline transition zone, salt water vertical installations have worked with great success.

Much has been written about grounds of all types in the ham radio media. Solutions are easy to
find but understanding how it all works takes a bit of studying and discussion with your Elmer
or your knowledgeable ham friends. Also check out any of the Al platforms as they seem to
have a good, detailed grasp of grounding of all types. So, good luck and enjoy studying about
the other half of your ham radio station. You’ll certainly be glad you did.

Enjoy your hobby. 73...Rick



Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club

Minutes
December 7th, 2025 @ 5:30pm via Video Conference

Board Members

1 Year At-Larie - Robert Polinski, KD5YVQ

Board of Directors Meeting
++ Establish Quorum - established

+ Call Meeting to Order - The President called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m.

+* Opening Statement - The President thanked those in attendance for coming.

+ Agenda Review - approved

+ Treasurer’s Report - approved

¢ Secretary’s Report — mail last checked election night; need to send renewal reminders
+ 0Old Business

» Hamfest - Mike to get with John Holmes on website

» Term limit proposal passed; bylaws to be updated on website (Eddie)

» Elections/Hand-off — several members of the new board were present. Those departing will assist with
transition.
+ Programs
» December - Homebrew Night

» Prize suggestions: magnetic antenna mount(s), nanoVNA(s), POTA battery, soldering kit,
Arduino/Raspberry Pi Zero W, something from EPO.

» January Ideas:
* Antenna build
* Drones/quadcopter presentation
=  Walter Holmes

» February - HF receive antenna presentation with Rick W5RH

+ Committees

» Election - Chuck reports elections went well.

» Newsletter
* Donavan working newsletter.

» Historical Archives
= Eddie is in process of putting up archival material on the website.
= Eddie and Terry to look at 501.3(c) paperwork.

» By-Laws - to be updated with changes approved by ballot on election night.

» Finance - John, Dave, Terry
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Events and Membership - Blake?
Food Team - will continue to take care of major events
Parks on the Air

Elmer/ Subject Matter Experts - need 45 day notice to reserve room for things like an antenna class; need
to put on website early

Museum Ships Wknd - Mark Janzer, see New Business, below

Field Day - Richard Bonica; June 27-28

= Mike to reserve fire training field.

Winter Field Day - Richard Bonica; January 24-25

=  Going to start a committee. Phone and CW divisions. Richard looking for volunteers.
= Mike to reserve fire training field.

= Will be used as training.

Greater Houston HamFest — Feb 20-21. Website should be online by Friday, with tickets and tables available
for purchase.

Banquet - Used to be the January meeting.

% New Business

Museum Ships Weekend budget and reservations

= Want to maximize number of days we can operate. Starting early to make reservations in hopes of
operating Friday and Saturday.

» Also looking at reducing the budget to $400. The Board approved up to $400 for MSWE.
= Want to improve participation.

= Battleship Texas - would like to re-invigorate that project. KARS members who participated are mostly
gone now. Trying to contact call sign trustee. NA5DV is call sign.

.php logic may need work on the roster; Eddie to have a look

Bayland Park changed how they do reservations; now online and no earlier than 45 days out. County has
days that they do not allow reservations due to their own needs for the space.

Unofficially in 2nd place of all entries for Field Day. 108 participants.

+ Next Meetings - Pursuant to Article V Section G #1 of the Club By-Laws

>

Saturday, January 3rd, 9 a.m. at Bayland Park Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet St.

+¢ Closing Statement(s) - The President thanked those in attendance for attending and committing to ensure a

successful transition to the new BoD. Thanks to those departing/changing roles for their service.

% Meeting Adjournment - 6:48 p.m.
Recorded by: Jeff Greer, W5JEF

@
DECEMBER 2025 VE - FCC TESTING SESSION

There was no licensing testing session in December. The next test session will be Saturday,
January 3, 2026 at Bayland Community Center.
Email Mark Janzer, K5MGJ at kimgj@yahoo.com for more info or to pre-register.



BVARC Rag Chew Net

Below is the BVARC Rag Chew Net check-in
information:

11/19/25, K5LKJ (NCS), K5LJ, AASOA (Pearcy, AR),
K5DBL (Manvel), KFSONT (Conroe), KISHOC,
KA5LPH, N5CHB, AAQST (Collins, MO). (9 Check-
ins)

Solar Cycle 25: SFI =123,SN =49, A=3,K =1,
Band Rpt: FAIR

11/26/25, K5LKJ (NCS), W5RH/5 (Sabine Town),
K5LJ, NESEA, W5LIC (Channelview), KISRLZ
(Channelview), W5ICR, KISHOC, AAGST (Collins,
MO), NSEVH (Katy), K5DBL (Manvel), W1BG (Katy).
(12 Check-Ins)

Solar Cycle 25: SFI = 116, SN = 35, A= 32, K = 4,
Band Rpt: FAIR

12/03/25, K5LKJ (NCS), K5DBL (Manvel), KSRBC
(Lake Jackson), AA5OA (Pearcy, AR), W5ICR,
W7CMA (Huachuca, AZ), KISHOC, WA5CYI, AAOST
(Collins, MO). (9 Check-ins)

Solar Cycle 25: SFI = 209, SN = 227, A = 36, K = 6,
Band Rpt: GOOD

12/10/25, K5LKJ (NCS), WW5PA, K5LJ, K5RBC
(Lake Jackson), KISHOC, KA5LPH, AAGST (Collins,
MO), WA5CYI, W5VOM, AA50A (Pearcy, AR). (10
Check-ins)

Solar Cycle 25: SFI =168, SN =134, A =14,K = 3,
Band Rpt: GOOD

(M) = mobile (P) = Portable (R) = Relay (RCS) =
remote controlled station (T) = telephone check-in

Net conditions have been FAIR to GOOD this
month. Fire up the rig and learn what others are
doing and share your experiences. Come join in the
conversation each Wednesday evening. Regards.
John K5LKJ

Ham Exam Answer: D. very Low
bmpedance (Looks Like a short clreuit)

BVARC EATS

Saturday Breakfast 6:30 AM, IHOP, 12725
Southwest Fwy, Stafford TX 77477

Wednesday Lunch Bunch 11 AM to Noon, Luby’s
Cafeteria, 10575 W Airport Blvd, Stafford TX 77477

Regularly Scheduled Club
Happenings

General Meeting Second Thursday each month,
7:30 PM, in-person and Zoom, 16005 Bellaire Blvd

Board of Directors Meeting The weekend before
the 2nd Thursday, in-person and/or via Zoom.
Check the website as this might change. In person
meetings are usually at Bayland Park Community
Center.

Volunteer Examiner Program Monthly ham testing
session 10:30 AM usually on the Saturday before
the General Meeting, at Bayland Park Community
Center. Please check the BVARC website for any
last-minute changes or updates.

Rag Chew Net 3910 KHz + 3KHz Wednesdays at 7
PM

Public Service Net Monday night on 146.94-
(167.9) at 8 PM

Stir Crazy Net Monday-Friday on 146.94- (167.9) at
12 PM.

Advertising in the

BVARC BEACON

Business card sized ads are $10 per month or six
months for $50.

Half page ads are $25 per month, $125 for six
months, or $250 per year.

Full page ads are $50 per month, $250 for six
months, or $500 per year.

2026 Club Officers

President (2026-2027)

Richard Bonica KG5YCU kg5ycu@gmail.com
Vice President (2025-2026)

Kori Rahman WX5KR kori113@agmail.com
Treasurer (2025-2026)

John Brockus NESEA johnbrockus@agmail.com
Recording Secretary (2026-2027)

Blake Alley NSBAA n5baa@baaelectronics.com
Corresponding Secretary (2025-2026)

Eddie Runner NSUK eddie.runner@yahoo.com
2-Year Director (2025-2026)

Kirc Breden N5XJB n5xjb@yahoo.com
2-Year Director (2026-2027)

Lee Glassman WASLEE leemanpa@me.com
1-Year Director (2026)

Mike Hardwick N5VCX n5vex@att.net
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BRAZOS VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

This newsletter, the BVARC BEACON, is a monthly publication of the Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club. For a full
listing of officers and information about BVARC, please go to www.bvarc.org. Detailed information will be published in
the BEACON every 3 or 4 months. Similarly, the “Eating Schedule” will be published every 3 or 4 months unless there is a
change.

General membership dues are $25 per year, with student dues $10 per year, additional family members $5 per member per year.

Club meetings are both in-person and via Zoom on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. If you have signed up for the
email reflector, you will receive notice and the attendance password, etc. It will also be on the website a few days beforehand.

BVARC amateur radio testing takes place typically on the Saturday before the 2nd Thursday of each month at 10:30 AM.
Location: Bayland Park Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet, Houston, 77074. Before going please check the BVARC website for
any changes.

A Public Service Net is held each Monday at 8 PM on the 146.94 (minus offset, PL 167.9 tone) repeater.
A “Stir Crazy Net” is also held weekdays at 12 Noon on the 146.94 (minus offset, PL 167.9 tone) repeater.
A rag chew net is held each Wednesday at 7 PM on 3910 kHz +/- 3 kHz.

To obtain information about joining BVARC or its activities, see the BVARC website: www.bvarc.org.

Other contacts:

BVARC President Richard Bonica KG5YCU kg5ycu@gmail.com,
Newsletter Editor Donovan Balli KG5BDZ dballi@mail.com,
Editor Emeritus John Chauvin K51ZO k5izo@yahoo.com.
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SUGAR LAND, TX 77487-2997
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Board of Directors Meeting — 1:30 PM Saturday, January 3, 2025, Houston TranStar, 6922 Katy Rd, Houston TX 77024
General Membership Meeting — 7:30 PM Thursday, January 8, 2025, 16005 Bellaire Blvd, Houston TX 77083

If your mailing label is
highlighted in color, it’s time
to renew your membership!
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