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BVARC General Meeting
7:30 PM Thursday, June 11, 2026, 16005 Bellaire Blvd, Houston TX 77083

Museum Ships Weekend 2026 is June 5-7, 2026

MSWE is one of BVARC’s legacy annual operating events. It is a great introduction to operating in conditions
like Field Day, in a non-competitive event.

e All members are welcome to participate.

e The event will be held on board the USS Stewart at the Galveston Naval Museum, located at Seawolf
Park on Pelican Island. We’'ll be activating N5FKP as a twofer for the USS Stewart and USS Cavalla. We’'ll
also be activating the SS Selma (W5MSQ).

e We'll have up to three stations available for operations. There will be limited overnight
accommodations available on the Stewart for operators.

e If not operating at the ships, you can pursue QSOs with all the participating ships (conditions
permitting). Check out the main website for the event at:

https://www.nj2bb.org/museum/
Contact Mark Janzer (K5SMGJ@yahoo.com) to express your interest and to help out.

Objective: To contact as many stations as possible on the 160-,
AMATEUR RADIO 80-, 40-, 20-,15- and 10-Meter HF bands, as well as all bands 50

MHz and above, and to learn to operate in abnormal situations
in less than optimal conditions.
=y Field Day is open to all amateurs in the areas covered by the
/” ARRL/RAC Field Organizations and countries within IARU Region

2. DX stations residing in other regions may be contacted for
A NATIONAL RESOURCE

credit, but are not eligible to submit entries.

Each claimed contact must include contemporaneous direct initiation by the operator on both sides of the
contact. Initiation of a contact may be either locally or by remote.

Dates: Fourth weekend in June, This year’s event is June 26-27, 2026.

https://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2026/2026-ARRL-FD-Packet.pdf.


https://www.nj2bb.org/museum/
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2026/2026-ARRL-FD-Packet.pdf

June 2026 -Amateur Radio Events Calendar

Sunday ‘ Monday ‘ Tuesday Wednesday ‘ Thursday Friday Saturday

R: Rag Chew Net 3910 kHz 7 PM Wed B: IHOP Breakfast 6:30 AM Sat 18 2B

S: Stir Crazy Net Noon Mon-Fri P: Public Service Net 8 PM Mon

T: 10-10 Net 8 PM Tue 0: OFARC 2m Net 8 PM Tues

1PS 28TO 3RS 48 58 6 B DFW Ham

Expo

7 DFW Ham Expo | 8P S 9STOBrewsw/ | 10RS 11 S BVARC 128 13 B VE Testing

BVARC Board BVARC Meeting 7:30 PM 10:30AM

Mtg 6 PM Zoom

14 15P 8 16STO 17RS 18 S 198 20B

21 22PS 238TO 24RS 258 268 27 B Field Day

28 Field Day 29PS 30STO 1RS 28 38 4B

5 6PS 78TO 8RS 9 S BVARC 108 11 B Tidelands

Meeting 7:30 PM Texas City

Hamfest

12 13PS 148TO 15RS 168 178 18B

Tuesdays 8 PM Oak Forest Amateur Radio Club, 2 Meter Voice Net, 145.17 (-) Repeater PL 123 Hz.
6/5-7/2026, Museum Ships Weekend. More information on the next page.

6/6-7/2026, DFW Ham Expo 2026, Fri1 - 6 PM, Sat 8:30 AM - 3 PM. NTX Arena at Vista Mall, 2401 S
Stemmons Fwy, Lewisville TX 75067. https://www.dfwhamexpo.com/.

6/9/2026 Brews with BVARC, 6:30-9:30 PM. Project Halo Brewing, 6510 FM359 Suite 300, Fulshear TX
77441

6/27-28/2026 ARRL Field Day. Email Allen Brier N5XZ n5xz@earthlink.net for information or to sign up for an
operating time slot.

7/11/2026 Tidelands Texas City Hamfest 2026, 8 AM - 2 PM. Charles T. Doyle Convention Center, 2010 5th
Avenue North, Texas City TX 77590. https://www.tidelands.org/event/tidelands-texas-city-hamfest-2026/.

10/10/2026, The Woodlands 10 for Texas. https://www.woodlands-event-comms.info/events/10-for-texas.
https://www.thewoodlandsparks.com/Events/Races/Memorial-Hermann-10-for-Texas.

Help Make the BVARC Beacon Better

Share information about events you’re interested in. Hamfests, other clubs’ events, volunteer
opportunities, or anything hams may like.

We're changing the calendar to stretch a couple of weeks into the next month, to help make
sure you don’t miss events that happen in the few days after the Beacon is published.


https://www.dfwhamexpo.com/
mailto:n5xz@earthlink.net
https://www.tidelands.org/event/tidelands-texas-city-hamfest-2026/
https://www.woodlands-event-comms.info/events/10-for-texas
https://www.thewoodlandsparks.com/Events/Races/Memorial-Hermann-10-for-Texas

Hawm Exam Question
Under what clreumstances may a dealer sell an external RF power amplifier capable of

operation below 144 MHz Uf it has wot been granted FCC certification?
A. Gain s Less than 23 dB when driven by B. The equipment dealer assembled it from a kit
power of 10 watts or Less

C. [t was manufactured ano certificated n a D. The amplifier is constructed or modified by
country which has a reciprocal cevtification an amateur radio operator for use at an amateur
agreement with the FcC statlon

P e ———————————— ] L
MAY 2026 VE - FCC TESTING SESSIONS RESULTS

For the May 2nd test session, at Bayland Park - we had 5 candidates and conducted 9 testsNew Licensee:
Michalewicz, Z. (Technician) KJ5PWL
Araujo, M. (General) KISPUW

Upgraded:
Headrick, C. (General) KF4ZWE

Gordon, G. (General) KI50YB
Dailey Jr., T. (Extra) N5SJP

VEs in attendance — K5GOL, K5LJ, KF5SUXP and KG4NDS — THANKS!
Congratulations to All!

% % %k

The next BVARC test session will be at the Bayland Park Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston TX 77074, on
Saturday June 13", starting at 10:30 am. Tentatively, a session is scheduled on July 11*, pending room availability.

Pre-registration is required (BVARC VE Team).
https://hamstudy.org/sessions/arrl/77008/inperson

For new licensees the testing fee, paid at the session is $15. An additional $35 license fee (totaling $50), will be collected
by the FCC separately for new, renewal and vanity calls. License upgrades do not pay the added $35 fee, just the $S15
session fee.

YOUTH LICENSING INCENTIVE PROGRAM
The ARRL has created a youth program (18 and under) to defray the licensing costs to a total of $5 (deducting the $35
increase and $10 off the $15 VE session fee). See: http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program

Also, BVARC is implementing its own program for youth licensing. We'll provide a new VHF/UHF transceiver (Baofeng,
limited supply) at the VE session, to youth that successfully pass their Technician test. The HT’s are a very generous
donation (Dec. 23) from a BVARC member, THANKS!

Bottom line, a young person for $5, can walk into a test session and walk out with a new radio and a pending license.

Examination sessions are held each month, most times the first weekend of the month and usually on the same
weekend as the Sunday BVARC Board meeting. These testing sessions are at the Bayland Park Community Center, 6400
Bissonnet St., Houston TX 77074

Details for candidates are found at https://bvarc.org/home/ham-radio-license-testing-houston/
Pre-register to attend a test session at: https://hamstudy.org/sessions/arrl/77008/inperson
Become a VE! https://www.arrl.org/become-an-arrl-ve

For questions, Email Mark Janzer, KSMGJ at (kimgj@yahoo.com).



https://hamstudy.org/sessions/arrl/77008/inperson
http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program
https://bvarc.org/home/ham-radio-license-testing-houston/
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https://www.arrl.org/become-an-arrl-ve
mailto:k5mgj@yahoo.com

Waves & Coffee —
Characteristic Impedance Z,,

Mathematically speaking, why a Z; of 50 Q0 ?
By Stephen W2WF

Hams are by and large familiar with the concept of “impedance matching.” That’s when your coax

cable needs to present a 50-ohm resistance to your transmitter to make it happy. But why is that?

Well, according to the ARRL Antenna book, a study was published shortly after World War II by
the MIT Radiation Lab. The author of Volume 9 in the series, George L. Ragan concluded: “Obvious
economy both in test equipment and in design work can be achieved if a single impedance can be
chosen as a compromise standard. It has been found convenient to adopt 50 ohms as an impedance

level offering a satisfactory compromise.”

Oh, great. Not much more to say about the choice of 50 ohms for the “characteristic impedance” of

coax cables. It seems that it was a simple engineering compromise.

Of course, Hams being Hams may still want to know the reason behind this number. For example,

what’s the mathematics behind impedance matching? What formula do we use for this
“characteristic impedance” of a coax cable, or any cable for that matter. If there is a formula, where

does it come from?

It turns out that impedance matching of a uniform transmission line requires us to start with a result
that we derived previously in this column: Oliver Heaviside’s Telegrapher’s Equations. Starting
from there, we can work out the math to get an expression for the “characteristic impedance,” or
“surge impedance,” of a uniform transmission line. Note that we could also call it the “input

impedance” if we assume its length to be infinite, but we digress.

So, let’s do the physics! Let’s derive the formula for the Characteristic Impedance, Z,, of a uniform
transmission line! We can then plug-n-chug some values for a popular coax cable, say RG-8X, and
see if we get 50 ohms for characteristic impedance.

If you’d like to dig a little deeper into the concept of “characteristic impedance” from the
mathematical angle, grab yourself a cup of coffee, or tea, and access the full article at
https://bvarc.org/home/tech-downloads/



https://bvarc.org/home/tech-downloads/

Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club

Minutes
May 9, 2026 @ 18:00
Online Zoom video meeting

Board Members

President — Richard Bonica - KG5YCU Vice President - Kori Rahman - WX5KR

Treasurer - John Brockus - NESEA 1 Year At-Large (Past Prez) - Mike Hardwick -
N5VCX

2 Year At-Large - Lee Glassman - WASLEE 2 Year At-Large - Kirc Breden - N5X]B

Corresponding Secretary - Eddie Runner - NU5SK Recording Secretary - Blake Alley - NSBAA

Board of Directors Meeting

Y/
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0/
0.0

Called Meeting to Order: 18:11

Quorum: Established.

Opening Statement: Richard Bonica; what do members need? Identify problems, keep it to the board, be open

to new ideas (such as Groups.io), antenna build program and emergency services connections still in works.

Agenda Review: Approved light modifications to last month’s agenda for this meeting.

Treasurer’s Report: Approved.

Corresponding Secretary’s Report: Membership update published.

Recording Secretary’s Report: Photo albums adding to website after dev work by Eddie’s team.

0ld Business

» Antenna party - public outreach event - Richard working on this

» Chuck N5CHB continuing standardization of net advertisements

Programs

» Outside programs in development: develop teams and online marketing designs for college career fairs,
farmers markets, etc. Strive to mention upcoming events on nets, reflector, website, etc.

Committees

» Election: Chuck KF5UXP

» Newsletter: Donovan

» Historical Archives: Eddie NU5K - archives in BVARC Admin.

» By-Laws: Terry K5PGF and John K51Z0

» Finance: John NE5SEA, Eddie NU5K, Kori WX5KR

» Events: Eddie NU5K publishing to website

» Membership/retention: Eddie NU5K

» Food Team: Chuck KF5UXP and Richard KG5YCU to re-establish team for general meetings.

» Elmer/ Subject Matter Experts

= Background process: elmer interests to be integrated in roster.

Museum Ships Wknd - Mark Janzer

Field Day - Richard Bonica

» Greater Houston Hamfest - Mike N5VCX

Y VYV



» Management team to be established for future hamfests.

» Banquet

» Net controllers: Chuck N5SCHB
= Sign-up sheets to be published on website.

* Net control reminders to be sent.
= Scripts online to be updated (for suggestion only).
% New Business:

» Send direct email to all members (non-reflector) with reminders and announcements.

» Eddie will try to make a Web Committee (Members: Eddie as lead, Kori, Blake, and Lee for now) to discuss
transitioning email reflector and some parts of website to a new platform. A meeting is to be scheduled
before the next newsletter release, in-person or Zoom. Web committee members and all others are
welcome to join.

» 3 Goals of BVARC:
=  Membership
= Events/meetings
*  On-the-air; encourage membership

+ Next meeting: Sunday, June 7, 2026, 18:00 local time, Zoom online meeting
» Email reminders to be standardized to 1 week before, 1 day before, and day of event.

% Meeting adjourned: 20:50

Recorded by Blake Alley, NSBAA

Your Club Needs Your Voice!

BVARC is looking for Net Control Operators! Running a netis one of the
best ways to sharpen your "radio muscles" and give back to the hobby. We
are currently seeking volunteers for our Stir Crazy (Noon daily), Monday
Public Service, and Wednesday Ragchew nets.

Don't worry if you've never run a net before—we’ll provide the scripts and
the "elmering" to get you comfortable. Help us keep our frequencies active
and our community strong. Contact the Net Team today to sign up for a
slot!

If you can not RUN as net, at least please check in.

Hawm. eExam. Answer: B. 1.0.



Robert W. Schaer, N5DIB (SK)

Robert Schaer (“Bob”) passed on May 19, Licensed as a General in 1989, N5DIB upgraded to Extra after
taking classes at BVARC in the early 1990’s. He became a Life member of BVARC soon after that. Bob was
a dedicated regular at the Saturday IHOP breakfast. Many times at breakfast, a friendly debate or
discussion would ensue and there would be Bob, drawing up a schematic on a napkin to support one side
or another of a prevailing view. In many respects, Bob was a walking encyclopedia of electronics
knowledge that he applied to both his ham radio hobby and his livelihood.
After graduating from TAMU with a degree in Electronics Technology, Bob launched into a technical career
with imaging and X-Ray service companies in the health and industrial areas. Later he formed his own
company, Radiological Systems Services, doing work for industry and hospitals in Central and East Texas
and Louisiana. In his professional career, Bob was all about supporting his clients, and spent significant
pro-bono time advocating for them when they were dealing with compliance issues related to radiology
practices.
Bob also spent much of his non-working time dedicated to the Boy Scouts of America, having himself
achieved the Eagle Scout Award with a Bronze Palm, an Order of the Arrow Brotherhood membership
recognition and the God and Country award. Throughout his adult life, he maintained a close link to the
local Richmond area Boy Scout Troops. He spoke at breakfast many times of his ventures as an adult scout
taking a small contingent of Scouts to Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico and using amateur radio (CW
mode) to communicate back into Texas while on the trail. Over the years he had organized Ham Radio
Days at local museum events in order to demonstrate radio to the general public.
Although Bob was not very active in the club per se, he was fully dedicated to ham radio and the Boy
Scouts. He took any opportunity to spread the gospel of CW and HF communication whenever and
wherever possible. Being a Silent Key does not always mean the end for the ham. For Bob, who
christened many scouts with their first contact with ham radio and further guiding them to attain a
license, his work will live on in those he brought into the fold. God speed, Bob, N5DIB (SK). Your key may
be silent, but your legacy lives on.

Submitted by Steve Clark, W5ICR and Rick Hiller, W5RH

Regularly Scheduled Club Happenings

General Meeting Second Thursday each month, 7:30 PM, in-person and Zoom, 160805 Bellaire Blvd

Board of Directors Meeting The weekend before the 2nd Thursday, in-person and/or via Zoom. Check the
website as this might change. In person meetings are usually at Bayland Park Community Center.

Volunteer Examiner Program Monthly ham testing session 10:30 AM usually on the Saturday before the
General Meeting, at Bayland Park Community Center. Please check the BVARC website for any last-minute
changes or updates.

Rag Chew Net 3910 KHz + 3KHz Wednesdays at 7 PM
Public Service Net Monday night on 146.94- (167.9) at 8 PM
Stir Crazy Net Monday-Friday on 146.94- (167.9) at 12 PM
Check www.bvarc.org for current info.

Greater Houston Simplex Net 4th Thursday,

propagation net, at 7 PM, on 146.54 MHz simplex and an BUARES @&‘E‘S

alternate frequency of 147.54.
Saturday Breakfast 6:30 AM, IHOP, 12725

Southwest Fwy, Stafford TX 77477

See https://parksontheair.com/ for information about Wednesday Lunch Bunch 11 AM to Noon, Luby’s
Houston area POTA activations. Cafeteria, 10575 W Airport Blvd, Stafford TX 77477



http://www.bvarc.org/

BRAZOS VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

This newsletter, the BVARC BEACON, is a monthly publication of the Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club. For a full
listing of officers and information about BVARC, please go to www.bvarc.org. Detailed information will be published in
the BEACON every 3 or 4 months. Similarly, the “Eating Schedule” will be published every 3 or 4 months unless there is a
change.

General membership dues are $25 per year, with student dues $10 per year, additional family members $5 per member per year.

Club meetings are both in-person and via Zoom on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. If you have signed up for the
email reflector, you will receive notice and the attendance password, etc. It will also be on the website a few days beforehand.

BVARC amateur radio testing takes place typically on the Saturday before the 2nd Thursday of each month at 10:30 AM.
Location: Bayland Park Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet, Houston, 77074. Before going please check the BVARC website for
any changes.

A Public Service Net is held each Monday at 8 PM on the 146.94 (minus offset, PL 167.9 tone) repeater.
A “Stir Crazy Net” is also held weekdays at 12 Noon on the 146.94 (minus offset, PL 167.9 tone) repeater.
A rag chew net is held each Wednesday at 7 PM on 3910 kHz +/- 3 kHz.

To obtain information about joining BVARC or its activities, see the BVARC website: www.bvarc.org.

Other contacts:

BVARC President Richard Bonica KG5YCU kg5ycu@gmail.com,
Newsletter Editor Donovan Balli KG5BDZ dballi@mail.com,
Editor Emeritus John Chauvin K51ZO k5izo@yahoo.com.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Board of Directors Meeting — 6 PM Sunday, June 7, 2026, via Zoom
General Membership Meeting — 7:30 PM Thursday, June 11, 2026, 16005 Bellaire Blvd, Houston TX 77083

If your mailing label is
highlighted in color, it’s time
to renew your membership!
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