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BVARC General Meeting
7:30 PM Thursday, July 9, 2026, 16005 Bellaire Blvd, Houston TX 77083

Topic is FT8 by Roger Simonson (NV5B).
July 2026 -Amateur Radio Events Calendar
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Meeting TBA Meeting 7:30 PM

7/7/2026 Brews with BVARC, 6:30 - 9 PM. Talyard Brewing Company, 1833a Imperial Blvd, Sugar Land TX 77498

7/11/2026 Tidelands Texas City Hamfest 2026, 8 AM - 2 PM. Charles T. Doyle Convention Center, 2010 5th Avenue
North, Texas City TX 77590. hitps://www.tidelands.org/event/tidelands-texas-city-hamfest-2026/.

10/2-3/2026 Belton HamExpo, htips://tarc.org/hamexpo-schedule/.

10/10/2026, The Woodlands 10 for Texas. hitps://www.woodlands-event-comms.info/events/10-for-texas.
https://www.thewoodlandsparks.com/Events/Races/Memorial-Hermann-10-for-Texas.

ARRL Conventions in August
August 7-8 Shreveport-Bossier Hamfest, ARRL Delta Division Convention, Shreveport LA
August 13-16 Northeast HamXposition, ARRL New England Division Convention, Marlborough MA
August 15 Cincinnati Hamfest, ARRL Great Lakes Division Convention, Owensville OH
August 22-23 Huntsville Hamfest, 2026 ARRL National Convention, Huntsville AL
August 28-30 Wyoming HamCon, ARRL Rocky Mountain Division Convention, Casper WY


https://www.tidelands.org/event/tidelands-texas-city-hamfest-2026/
https://tarc.org/hamexpo-schedule/
https://www.woodlands-event-comms.info/events/10-for-texas
https://www.thewoodlandsparks.com/Events/Races/Memorial-Hermann-10-for-Texas

Hom Exam Question

Measurement technique and limitatione:
inctrument accuracy and performance limitations; probeg;
techniques to minimize errors; measurement of ; inctrument calibration;
C parameters; vector network analyzere; RF cignale
Which of the following factors most affects the accuracy

of a frequency counter?

A. Input attenuator accuracy B. Time bace accuracy

C. Decade divider accuracy D. Temperature coefficient of the logic

Image credit: https://clipart-library.com/clipart/3937.htm

NO JUNE 2026 VE TEST SESSION (no report)
NEXT TEST SESSIONS July 11 and August 1, 2026

The next BVARC test sessions will be at the Bayland Park Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston TX 77074, on
Saturday July 11*" and Saturday August 1st , starting at 10:30.

Pre-registration is required (BVARC VE Team).
https://hamstudy.org/sessions/arrl/77008/inperson

For new licensees the testing fee, paid at the session is $15. An additional $35 license fee (totaling $50), will be collected
by the FCC separately for new, renewal and vanity calls. License upgrades do not pay the added $35 fee, just the $S15
session fee.

YOUTH LICENSING INCENTIVE PROGRAM
The ARRL has created a youth program (18 and under) to defray the licensing costs to a total of $5 (deducting the $35
increase and $10 off the $15 VE session fee). See: http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program

Also, BVARC is implementing its own program for youth licensing. We'll provide a new VHF/UHF transceiver (Baofeng,
limited supply) at the VE session, to youth that successfully pass their Technician test. The HTs are a very generous
donation (Dec. '23) from a BVARC member, THANKS!

Bottom line, a young person for $5, can walk into a test session and walk out with a new radio and a pending license.
%k k%

Details for candidates are found at https://bvarc.org/home/ham-radio-license-testing-houston/
Pre-register to attend a test session at: https://hamstudy.org/sessions/arrl/77008/inperson
Become a VE! https://www.arrl.org/become-an-arrl-ve

For questions, Email Mark Janzer, KSMGJ at (ksmgj@yahoo.com).

P e ————————————— ] L

There must be some reason | haven't learned CW...

| just cant put my Pinger oh it.
i your mast is sl 9+anding after a storm,
it Probab\y didn't have enough antennas on it.
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The Dad@l»‘) I"‘fﬁal -- Bas’ackwards EMF

As hams, we learn early that the radio waves launched from our antennas are composite
electromagnetic waves. Varying voltage signals create currents that flow into a resonant
metallic structure—the antenna. At the operating frequency, the antenna radiates an electric
field into the atmosphere, accompanied by a magnetic field that forms the other half of the RF
electromagnetic wave. These waves propagate through free space, around the Earth, or into
space. But could we generate the same kind of composite wave starting with the magnetic part
of EMF instead of the electric part? Of course we can. Maxwell’s equations tell us so, and
practical examples confirm it: moving a magnet through a coil produces EMF, and rotating a
coil in a magnetic field does the same.

Just recently a company has been using mechanical resonance to generate RF. Their system is
using this mechanical resonance to produce the electro-magnetic fields, rather than relying
solely on the antenna's physical resonant electrical length. Their Magnetoelectric (ME) antenna
research is in the 10 MHz to GHz range. A recent article, URL below, about this EMF
generation using the ME antennas caught my attention.

https://techxplore.com/news/2026-05-tiny-underwater-antenna-robots-dark.html

ME antennas are a new type of antenna that use the physical coupling between magnetic and
electric properties in special materials to transmit or receive electromagnetic signals. Their
biggest attraction is that they can be much smaller than conventional antennas operating at the
same frequency.

An ME antenna typically consists of two bonded materials: A Magnetostrictive material, which
changes shape slightly when exposed to a magnetic field. Piezoelectric material changes shape
when a voltage is applied. Bonding these materials together and applying an RF voltage makes
the piezo material vibrate which moves the Magnetostrictive material which, in turn, creates an
oscillating magnetic field, thus radiating electromagnetic energy. The reverse process allows
reception.

Conventional antennas resonate according to their electrical length, whereas ME antennas
resonate mechanically, more like a tuning fork. An ME antenna may be only millimeters long,
which could be hundreds of times smaller than a conventional antenna would be for the same
frequency. However, (here come the caveats), they have a narrow bandwidth, produce
relatively low radiated power and fabrication can be complex. So, I don’t think you are going
to see them in next year’s DX Engineering catalog.

Take a look at the article referenced above, then hitch on to your favorite Al platform and ask it
about the new words and theory in your technical world of understanding. It will certainly

compliment you on your desire to learn more. Mine did. HI Enjoy your hobby. 73 Rick
WS5RH


https://techxplore.com/news/2026-05-tiny-underwater-antenna-robots-dark.html#google_vignette

Museum Ships Weekend — June 5-June 7, 2026

We operated at the Galveston Naval Museum ships from the afternoon of Friday June 5th through
Sunday morning June 7th, aboard the USS Stewart destroyer escort and the USS Cavalla submarine.

The two stations on the Stewart (NSFKP) were IC-7300’s (CW and SSB). One antenna was an end fed
EFHW antenna hung from an anti-aircraft gun and the ship's yardarm. The other was a DX Commander vertical
at the aft end of the ship. We used a triplexer and band pass filters so two transceivers could connect to the
EFHW. There were air conditioning and electrical quality issues in the Cavalla, so all stations were on the
Stewart vs. the sub.

We found that 20 meters was the most active and conditions on 40 meters improved later into the
evening. We contacted a dozen or so sister museum ships across CONUS. Our furthest flung contacts were to
New South Wales, French Polynesia and New Zealand. A QSO map is shown below. Green are contacts via CW
and red via SSB. We logged well over 300 QSOs.

For both Friday and Saturday, BVARC operators were berthed overnight in the Stewart aft space. Many
thanks to those attending and operating, including K51ZO, N5VCX, KJSMVN and his grandson Ben,
KG5YCU, KISNPM, KISSKL, W2WF, W5LIC, KISRLZ, KS5V, and KSMGJ.

We’re hoping to have more interaction with the Galveston Naval Museum in future for public outreach and
educational activities. If you are interested in participating in future, contact Mark Janzer, KSMGJ at
kSmgj@yahoo.com.
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Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club

Minutes
June 7,2026 @ 18:00
Online Zoom video meeting

Board Members

President - Richard Bonica - KG5YCU Vice President — Kori Rahman - WX5KR

Treasurer - John Brockus - NES5EA 1 Year At-Large (Past Prez) - Mike Hardwick - N5VCX
2 Year At-Large - Lee Glassman - WASLEE 2 Year At-Large - Kirc Breden - N5X]JB
Corresponding Secretary - Eddie Runner - NU5K Recording Secretary - Blake Alley - NSBAA

Board of Directors Meeting

+» Called Meeting to Order: 18:06

>

% Quorum: Established.

+ Opening Statement:

% Agenda Review:

+ Treasurer’s Report: Approved.

+¢ Corresponding Secretary’s Report:

+ Recording Secretary’s Report: No updates. Meeting minutes formatting satisfactory
« 0ld Business

» Antenna party - put on hold by Richard due to other current events

» Chuck N5CHB continuing standardization of net advertisements

¢

* Programs

*,

» Outside programs in development: develop teams and online marketing designs for college career fairs,
farmers markets, etc. Strive to mention upcoming events on nets, reflector, website, etc.
» Committees

Election: Chuck W5WO

L)

>
» Newsletter: Donovan

» Historical Archives: Eddie NU5K - archives in BVARC Admin.

» By-Laws: Terry K5PGF and John K51Z0

> Finance: John NE5EA, Eddie NU5K, Kori WX5KR

» Events: Eddie NU5K publishing to website

» Membership/retention: Eddie NUSK

» Food Team: Chuck W5WO, Kirc N5X]B, and Richard KG5YCU to re-establish team for general meetings.
» Elmer/ Subject Matter Experts

= Background process: elmer interests to be integrated in roster.

Museum Ships Wknd - Mark Janzer

Field Day - Richard KG5YCU, Allen Brier N5XZ

Y VYV
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Greater Houston Hamfest - Mike N5VCX

= Management team to be established for future hamfests.
Banquet: Kori WX5KR

Web committee: Eddie (lead), Kori, Blake, and Lee.

Net controllers: Chuck N5SCHB

= Sign-up sheets to be published on website.

= Net control reminders to be sent.

= Scripts online to be verified (for suggestion only).

New Business:

>

>

BVARC Field Day: Issue finding required lifts for antennas, one remaining to procure (estimated cost

$1600).

= Kori Motions (John NESEA 2nd): Additional $500 for BVARC Field Day (totaling $2000 budget for FD).
Passed.

Send direct email to all members (non-reflector) with reminders and announcements. (UPDATE: Richard

has sent the email and may send one or two more)

Eddie will try to make a Web Committee (Members: Eddie as lead, Kori, Blake, and Lee for now) to discuss

transitioning email reflector and some parts of website to a new platform. A meeting is to be scheduled

before-thenextnewsletterrelease, in-person or Zoom. Web committee members and all others are

welcome to join. UPDATE: Will attempt another in-person meeting on Thursday, June 11t at 6:30pm at the

General Meeting location.

3 Goals of BVARC:

» Membership

= Events/meetings

= On-the-air; encourage membership

Next meeting: Sunday, July 5, 2026, 18:00 local time, Zoom online meeting?

» Email reminders to be standardized to 1 week before, 1 day before, and day of event.

Meeting adjourned at 7:36pm
Recorded by Blake Alley, NSBAA

Your Club Needs Your Voice!

BVARC is looking for Net Control Operators! Running a netis one of the best
ways to sharpen your "radio muscles" and give back to the hobby. We are currently
seeking volunteers for our Stir Crazy (Noon daily), Monday Public Service, and
Wednesday Ragchew nets.

Don't worry if you've never run a net before—we’ll provide the scripts and the

"elmering" to get you comfortable. Help us keep our frequencies active and our community strong.
Contactthe Net Team today to sign up for a slot!

If you can not RUN as net, at least please check in.



BVARC Rag Chew Net

Note: You will notice our normally steadfast Net Control, John, K5LKJ, is not listed due to slight mishap. We wish
him well and a speedy recovery to get back on the radio.

Below is the BVARC Rag Chew Net check-in information, with the temporary Net Controls (NC) listed:

4/22: W5RH (NC), K5LJ, K5DBL, W2WF, KISHOC, K5LZD, KA5LPH (6 Check-ins)

4/29: W5RH (NC), KF50NT, K5LJ, KISHOC, W5VOM, WD5L, KSRBC, K5LZD, KA5LPH, W5RGO (9 Check-ins)

5/6: W5RH (NC), K5LJ, KISHOC, WD5L, W5ICR (4 Check-ins)

5/13: W5ICR (NC), KF50NT, KISHOC, W5RH, WD5L, K5DBL, K5VOM, KA5LPH (7 Check-ins)

5/20: K5DBL (NC), K5LJ, WW5PA, WD5L, W5ICR, KISHOC, KG5AB, W5JZQ, K5PGF, KA5LPH (9 Check-ins)

5/27: W5ICR (NC), WD5L, KISHOC, K5RBC, K5LJ, KF50ONT, KJ5Y, W5JZQ, W5RH, KJ5DZV, KA5LPH (10 Check-ins)
6/03: W5ICR (NC), K5LJ, K5SMDS (Net closed early due to weather)

6/10: W5ICR (NC), K5VOM, WD5L, WW5PA, KISHOC, K5LJ, W5LIC, W5JZQ (7 Check-ins)

6/17: W5ICR (NC), KI5SHOC, K5LJ, W2WF, K5MDS, K5DBL, WD5L, W5RH (7 Check-ins)

Check-ins range from local Houston to Sugar Land, to Richmond, to Rosenberg, to Katy, to Spring, to The
Woodlands, to Manvel and even to Louisiana.

Net conditions have been FAIR to GOOD these past few months, but the increased noise of Summer is just around
the corner. No matter: fire up the rig and learn what others are doing and share your experiences. Come join in the
conversation each Wednesday evening. 73.....Submitted by Steve, W5ICR, David, K5DBL and Rick, W5RH

P e —————————{ | L

Ham Exame ANWSWEr: B. Time base accuracy.
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Regularly Scheduled Club Happenings

General Meeting Second Thursday each month, 7:30 PM, in-person and Zoom, 160805 Bellaire Blvd
Board of Directors Meeting The weekend before the 2nd Thursday, in-person and/or via Zoom. Check the
website as this might change. In person meetings are usually at Bayland Park Community Center.

Volunteer Examiner Program Monthly ham testing session 10:30 AM usually on the Saturday before the
General Meeting, at Bayland Park Community Center. Please check the BVARC website for any last-minute
changes or updates.

Rag Chew Net 3910 KHz + 3KHz Wednesdays at 7 PM

Public Service Net Monday night on 146.94- (167.9) at 8 PM

Stir Crazy Net Monday-Friday on 146.94- (167.9) at 12 PM

Check www.bvarc.org for current info.

Greater Houston Simplex Net 4th Thursday, propagation net, at 7 PM, on 146.54 MHz simplex and an
alternate frequency of 147.54.

See https://parksontheair.com/ for information about @&E}@ @&ES

Houston area POTA activations. Saturday Breakfast 6:30 AM, IHOP, 12725
Southwest Fwy, Stafford TX 77477

Wednesday Lunch Bunch 11 AM to Noon, Luby’s
Cafeteria, 10575 W Airport Blvd, Stafford TX 77477



http://www.bvarc.org/

BRAZOS VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

This newsletter, the BVARC BEACON, is a monthly publication of the Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club. For a full
listing of officers and information about BVARC, please go to www.bvarc.org. Detailed information will be published in
the BEACON every 3 or 4 months. Similarly, the “Eating Schedule” will be published every 3 or 4 months unless there is a
change.

General membership dues are $25 per year, with student dues $10 per year, additional family members $5 per member per year.

Club meetings are both in-person and via Zoom on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. If you have signed up for the
email reflector, you will receive notice and the attendance password, etc. It will also be on the website a few days beforehand.

BVARC amateur radio testing takes place typically on the Saturday before the 2nd Thursday of each month at 10:30 AM.
Location: Bayland Park Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet, Houston, 77074. Before going please check the BVARC website for
any changes.

A Public Service Net is held each Monday at 8 PM on the 146.94 (minus offset, PL 167.9 tone) repeater.
A “Stir Crazy Net” is also held weekdays at 12 Noon on the 146.94 (minus offset, PL 167.9 tone) repeater.
A rag chew net is held each Wednesday at 7 PM on 3910 kHz +/- 3 kHz.

To obtain information about joining BVARC or its activities, see the BVARC website: www.bvarc.org.

Other contacts:

BVARC President Richard Bonica KG5YCU kg5ycu@gmail.com,
Newsletter Editor Donovan Balli KG5BDZ dballi@mail.com,
Editor Emeritus John Chauvin K51ZO k5izo@yahoo.com.
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Board of Directors Meeting — 6 PM Sunday, July 5, 2026, via Zoom
General Membership Meeting — 7:30 PM Thursday, July 9, 2026, 16005 Bellaire Blvd, Houston TX 77083

If your mailing label is
highlighted in color, it’s time
to renew your membership!
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