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BVARC General Meeting is 7:30 PM Thursday, September 10, 2026, 16005 Bellaire Blvd, Houston TX 77083 

September  2026 –Amateur  Radio  Even ts  Calendar  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 R: Rag Chew Net 
3910 kHz 7 PM 
Wed 
S: Stir Crazy Net 
Noon Mon-Fri 

T: 10-10 Net 8 PM 
Tue 
B: IHOP Breakfast 
6:30 AM Sat 

1 S T O  2 R S 3 S  4 S  5 B VE Testing 
10:30AM 

6 BVARC Board 
Mtg 6 PM Zoom 

7 P S  
Nets move to 
146.88 PL167.9 

8 S T O Brews w/ 
BVARC 

9 R S 10 S BVARC 
Meeting 7:30 PM 

11 S  12 B  

13  14 P S  15 S T O  16 R S 17 S  18 S  19 B  
TX QSO Party 

20  
TX QSO Party 

21 P S 22 S T O  23 R S 24 S 25 S  26 B  

27  28 P S 29S T O  30 R S 1 S 2 S  
 
Belton HamExpo 

3 B VE Testing 
10:30AM 
Belton HamExpo 

4 BVARC Board 
Meeting TBA 

5 P S 6 S T O  7 R S 8 S BVARC 
Meeting 7:30 PM 

9 S  10 B  
Woodlands 10 
for Texas 

11  12 P S 13 S T O  14 R S 15 S  16 S  
BSA JOTA (all 
weekend) 

P: Public Service 
Net 8 PM Mon 
O: OFARC 2m Net 
8 PM Tues 

9/8/2026 Brews with BVARC , 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm , Talyard Brewing Company , 1033a Imperial Blvd , Sugar Land 77498  

9/19-20/2026 Texas QSO Party,  check bvarc.org  the email reflector and groups.io for more information.  

10/6/ 2026 Brews with BVAR C,  6:30  pm - 9:00  pm, Project Halo Brewing , 6510 FM  359 Suite 300, Fulshear 77441  

10/2 -3/2026 Belton HamExpo,  https://tarc.org/hamexpo -schedule/ . 

10/10/2026  The Woodlands 10 for Texas.  https://www.woodlands-event-comms.info/events/10 -for-texas . 

10/16 -18/2026 Boy Scouts of America Jamboree on the Air,  https://www.scouting.org/international/jota -joti/jota/  

November BVARC Elections — Soliciting Candidates 
December 31st, 2026 a number of the current BVARC Board of Directors (BOD) members will finish their terms. 
Candidates are being solicited for 2027/2028 terms of office. The following positions will be open: 

Vice President Term – 2027 thru 2028 
Recording Secretary Term – 2027 thru 2028 
2 Year at Large (B) Term – 2027 thru 2028 
1 Year at Large – 2027 

Should you have an interest in running for any of these positions or you have questions as to what is involved, 
please contact Mike Hardwick N5VCX at n5vcx@att.net or Chuck Hale KF5UXP at tooloud61@gmail.com. 
Remember, the club needs your help to keep the club running and supporting amateur radio. 

https://bvarc.org/
https://tarc.org/hamexpo-schedule/
https://www.woodlands-event-comms.info/events/10-for-texas
mailto:n5vcx@att.net
mailto:tooloud61@gmail.com


From the President 

BVARC has had a busy summer, and I’m excited about where we are headed as we move into the fall. 

Over the last few months, we have been doing more than just talking about amateur radio—we have been 

getting on the air and using it. Our recent emergency communications exercise gave us a chance to practice 

operating without depending entirely on repeaters. We learned quite a bit about simplex communications, 

relaying messages, changing frequencies, and the importance of having stations located throughout our area that 

can hear one another. 

Just as important, we learned where we can improve. We need more operators comfortable acting as Net 

Control and relay stations, more mobile participation, and more members who know how to quickly program 

and operate their radios when things don't go exactly as planned. That's why we are continuing to work on radio 

programming, operating skills, and practical hands-on activities at our meetings. 

One of my goals is to make BVARC a club where you don't just own a radio—you use it. 

I also want to encourage every member to help our club grow. Think about the people you know who may be 

interested in amateur radio and invite them to a meeting, a net, or another club activity. Sometimes all it takes is 

one invitation to introduce someone to a hobby they may enjoy for many years. 

And while you're at it, participate in our nets. Checking into a net is one of the easiest ways to become more 

comfortable on the air, get to know other club members, and improve your operating skills. 

After you've checked in a few times, consider whether you might like to try being a Net Control operator. We 

are always looking for members willing to learn, and you don't have to be an expert to get started. Running a net 

is a great way to build confidence, improve your radio skills, and help the club at the same time. 

Texas QSO Party – September 19–20 

BVARC will be participating in the 2026 Texas QSO Party, which takes place Saturday and Sunday, 

September 19–20. 

The Texas QSO Party is a chance for amateur radio operators all over the country—and around the world—to 

contact stations throughout Texas. Texas operators exchange their signal report and county, which means those 

of us here have something everybody else wants: Texas counties! 

Whether you are an experienced contester or have never participated in a contest before, this is a great 

opportunity to get on HF, practice making contacts, improve your operating skills, and have some fun. 

You don't need to be a contest expert. In fact, if you've never tried something like this before, that's an even 

better reason to participate. Listen for a while, learn the exchange, make a few contacts, and see how quickly 

the log starts filling up. 

We'll have more information as we get closer, but mark September 19–20 on your calendar now. 

So this month, I have a few challenges for every BVARC member: get on the air, check into a net, invite 

someone new to the club, and consider volunteering as a Net Control operator. 

Get involved. Get your radio programmed. Get on the air. And bring someone along with you. 

Amateur radio is a lot more fun when there's someone on the other end of the microphone. 

73, 

Richard Bonica, KG5YCU 

President 

Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club 

 

Updated BVARC Web Site 
Have you seen the latest updates on the 
bvarc.org web site? The web team has been 
busy the last few months. Check it out! 
 

https://bvarc.org/


 -- ….BK 
For those who are not users of CW in ham radio, BK is a “prosign” or 
procedural signal for “break”.  Meaning that you are ‘breaking’ the other ops 
transmission.  It is useful in full break-in QSK mode QSO’s. 

For The Radio Hotel column, it has come to a break.  Due to a few recent 
life changing events, I have decided to put the 14 years and 125+ columns 
to rest. It has been pleasurable, fun, informative and enlightening to write 
each column.  I had never undertaken anything like this before and it was 
not my intent to write so much for so long, but it just happened. 

I hope you have enjoyed the columns and topics—and perhaps learned 
something about my favorite part of ham radio: antennas and feedlines. 
Maybe a certain column even inspired you to explore that month’s subject 
further. Thank you for reading the BVARC Beacon each month, and thank 
you for your comments, questions, corrections, and for letting me be a small 
part of your radio journey. 

As the sub-script in the first year’s columns so stated: “The purpose of The 
Radio Hotel is to give you a practical kickstart into exploring the workings of 
antenna systems.”   I trust it has done this. 

Enjoy your hobby.  73…Rick – W5RH 

 

Editor’s Note: Maybe Rick Hiller’s The Radio Hotel or Stephen Flowers’s Waves & 

Coffee or Ron Litt’s Where in the World Is… columns have inspired you to write 

about things you’ve learned so far in your radio journey. Or maybe there’s a special 

event you participated in, or volunteered for (POTA/SOTA/JOTA/any kind of OTA, 

Wings Over Houston, marathons, bike rides, public safety events, … anything you used 

your radio for!), and you want to share your experiences and let other hams know how 

rewarding it was, or just plain fun. Write something and send it to the editor at 

dballi@mail.com. It doesn’t have to be a multi-year series. It can be just a single article. 

If you don’t feel your writing is good enough, and you could use a little help getting it 

into a suitable form, let me know and we can find a way to make it work. Your radio 

experiences are important enough to share, and you may find, like Rick, that you enjoy 

sharing them. Thank you Rick, for all you have done over the years, and thank you to 

all the BVARC members who will follow in his well-researched and well-written 

footsteps. 

 

mailto:dballi@mail.com


Waves & Coffee –  
The electron drift velocity 
How do electrons move in our antennas? 
By Stephen W2WF 
 

Possibly the most critical component of our ham radio station is our antenna. This device acts 

as a coupling interface which attaches our station to the atmosphere or whatever medium we 

are transmitting our signals through.  

A valid question that hams ask is, what causes the radiation of electro-magnetic waves in our 

antenna. Well, the stock answer is that it is due to moving electrons in the metal of our 

antenna. But is there more to the story? 

As usual, we resort to our physical intuition to begin our answer to the question.  

First, we observe that there seem to be a couple of things going on in our antennas: 1). 

electrons move, or drift, in response to an applied voltage and 2). Our HF radio signal 

propagates out from our antenna at close to the speed of light 𝑐. 

OK, so electrons are sloshing from one end to the other in the metal of our antenna element 

and that gives rise to the electromagnetic wave coming from the antenna.  That wave then 

propagates out at the close to the speed of light.  But, if the electrons themselves are moving at 

close to the speed of light, won’t Einstein’s special relativity affect them?  

Let’s look at the physics of what’s going on.  First, we’ll model a potential difference, or voltage, 

in our antenna while we transmit our ham radio signal.  Say we’re using a dipole antenna; we’ll 

have a high voltage at the end which drops to zero at the antenna feedpoint.  If we freeze that 

quarter wave of voltage in time, we can model the electrons getting pushed to one extreme of 

the antenna element by the potential difference. 

If you’d like to continue to follow this analysis to a surprising conclusion, grab a cup of coffee or 

tea and join me by accessing the full article at:  https://bvarc.org/home/tech-downloads/  

 

Ham Exam Question 

What kind of receiver can be used to receive and decode SSTV using the Digital Radio Mondiale 
(DRM) protocol? 

A. CDMA B. AREDN 
C. AM D. SSB 

https://bvarc.org/home/tech-downloads/


August 2026 VE - FCC TESTING SESSIONS RESULTS 

For the August 1st test session, at Bayland Park - we had 4 candidates and conducted 6 tests 
New Licensee: 

Decker, C. (Technician) KJ5RID 
Upgrade: 

Radzykewycz, N. (General) KJ5QOH 
VEs in attendance – K5GOL, K5LJ, W5WO and KG4NDS – THANKS! 

Congratulations to All! 
*** 

The next BVARC test sessions will be at the Bayland Park Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston TX 
77074, on Saturday September 5th and October 3rd , starting at 10:30 am. 

Pre-registration is required (BVARC VE Team). 
https://hamstudy.org/sessions/arrl/77008/inperson 

For new licensees the testing fee, paid at the session is $15. An additional $35 license fee (totaling $50), will be 
collected by the FCC separately for new, renewal and vanity calls. License upgrades do not pay the added $35 
fee, just the $15 session fee. 

YOUTH LICENSING INCENTIVE PROGRAM 
The ARRL has created a youth program (18 and under) to defray the licensing costs to a total of $5 (deducting 
the $35 increase and $10 off the $15 VE session fee). See:  http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program 

Also, BVARC is implementing it's own program for youth licensing. We'll provide a new VHF/UHF transceiver 
(Baofeng, limited supply) at the VE session, to youth that successfully pass their Technician test. The HT’s are 
a very generous donation (Dec. ’23) from a BVARC member, THANKS! 

Bottom line, a young person for $5, can walk into a test session and walk out with a new radio and a 
pending license. 
 
Examination sessions are held each month, most times the first weekend of the month and usually on the 
same weekend as the Sunday BVARC Board meeting. These testing sessions are at the Bayland Park 
Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston TX 77074 

Details for candidates are found at https://bvarc.org/home/ham-radio-license-testing-houston/ 
Pre-register to attend a test session at: https://hamstudy.org/sessions/arrl/77008/inperson 
Become a VE! https://www.arrl.org/become-an-arrl-ve 
For questions, Email Mark Janzer, K5MGJ at (k5mgj@yahoo.com). 

 

 
 

Your Club Needs Your Voice! 
BVARC is looking for Net Control Operators! Running a net is one of the best 
ways to sharpen your "radio muscles" and give back to the hobby. We are currently 
seeking volunteers for our Stir Crazy (Noon daily), Monday Public Service, and 
Wednesday Ragchew nets. 

Don't worry if you've never run a net before—we’ll provide the scripts and the 
"elmering" to get you comfortable. Help us keep our frequencies active and our community strong. 
Contact the Net Team today to sign up for a slot! 

If you can not RUN as net, at least please check in. 

 

Ham Exam Answer: D. SSB. 

https://hamstudy.org/sessions/arrl/77008/inperson
http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program
https://bvarc.org/home/ham-radio-license-testing-houston/
https://hamstudy.org/sessions/arrl/77008/inperson
https://www.arrl.org/become-an-arrl-ve
mailto:k5mgj@yahoo.com
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SUGAR LAND, TX 77487-2997 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
Board of Directors Meeting – 6 PM Sunday, September 6, 2026, via Zoom 
General Membership Meeting – 7:30 PM Thursday, September 10, 2026, 16005 Bellaire Blvd, Houston TX 77083 
  

This newsletter, the BVARC BEACON, is a monthly publication of the Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club. For a full 

listing of officers and information about BVARC, please go to www.bvarc.org. Detailed information will be published in 

the BEACON every 3 or 4 months. Similarly, the “Eating Schedule” will be published every 3 or 4 months unless there is a 

change. 

General membership dues are $25 per year, with student dues $10 per year, additional family members $5 per member per year. 

Club meetings are both in-person and via Zoom on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. If you have signed up for the 

email reflector, you will receive notice and the attendance password, etc. It will also be on the website a few days beforehand. 

BVARC amateur radio testing takes place typically on the Saturday before the 2nd Thursday of each month at 10:30 AM. 

Location: Bayland Park Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet, Houston, 77074. Before going please check the BVARC website for 

any changes. 

A Public Service Net is held each Monday at 8 PM on the 146.94 (minus offset, PL 167.9 tone) repeater. 

A “Stir Crazy Net” is also held weekdays at 12 Noon on the 146.94 (minus offset, PL 167.9 tone) repeater. 

A rag chew net is held each Wednesday at 7 PM on 3910 kHz +/- 3 kHz. 

To obtain information about joining BVARC or its activities, see the BVARC website: www.bvarc.org. 

Other contacts: 

BVARC President Richard Bonica KG5YCU kg5ycu@gmail.com, 

Newsletter Editor Donovan Balli KG5BDZ dballi@mail.com, 

Editor Emeritus John Chauvin K5IZO k5izo@yahoo.com. 

 

If your mailing label is 
highlighted in color, it’s time 
to renew your membership! 

FIRST CLASS POSTAGE 

http://www.bvarc.org/
http://www.bvarc.org/
mailto:dballi@mail.com
mailto:k5izo@yahoo.com
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